Term 3 | Week 8 | 16 September 2022

From the Principal
Recently I have made the decision to retire from
teaching to spend more time with my family. This
means I will finish as the Principal of Blackwood
High School at the end of the school year. My time
at Blackwood High School has truly been a highlight
of my career as it is such a wonderful school. I am
so proud of our progress and achievements since my
appointment in 2017.
Staff and the Governing Council have been informed
of my decision, and the position will be advertised
in the near future so there will be a new principal in
place for the new school year.
However, there is still much to do this year to support
students to successfully complete their current year
of study while we plan for the 2023 school year. I
assure families that there will be a smooth transition
to support the new Principal and plans in place for
a positive start to the 2023 school year for students,
staff and families.
Staffing update
Staffing a large secondary school is complex. Currently,
we are working through the Departmental process to
fill a number of permanent teacher positions to start
in 2023.
I am thrilled to announce that the following staff have
been appointed thus far:
• Georgia Colyer – Dance/Arts
• Hala Fabbian – English/HASS (Humanities and Social
Science)
• Laura Conley – Workplace Practices and HASS
• Kimberly Jackson – Maths/Science
We still have another nine permanent teaching
positions to fill with selection panels to start next
week. Hopefully, we can inform the school community
of these appointments early next term.
School Support Staff (SSOs) Week
On Tuesday 22 August, we celebrated SSO week with
a special thank you morning tea for our wonderful
support staff team. We are very fortunate to be

supported by such an amazing team who work
tirelessly to support teaching, learning, wellbeing and
the effective functioning of the school, often behind
the scenes. On behalf of the school community, thank
you to:
Caroline Armstrong		
Jennifer Locke
Ross Armstrong		
Jenny Longmire
Tara Asikas			
Colleen Maloney
Josh Aulert			
Debra McAnna
Marcus Barber			
Danielle Meyers
Karly Baum			
Chris Plummer
Emily Brice			
Nicole Robertson
Kathy Burbridge 		
Izzy Rogers
Justin Callahan		
Craig Ryan
Susan Carraill			
Jessica Sanders
Peta Clasohm			
Sharna Smart
Gabby Connolly		
Mallory Steele
Sophia De Palma		
Rachel Taylor
Bernadette Eden 		
Sam Thomson
Ashlee Elliott			
Megan Troup
Dannielle Flynn		
Elize Van Zyl
Wendy Galbraith 		
Brenton Ward
Matthew Hood		
Kylee Weakley
Celine Huang			
Merryn Westcombe
Jude Hunter			
Louise Williamson
Lucas Johnson			
Belinda Woodroofe
Sherri Law			
Daryl Zilm
Kerrie Leong			
Wellbeing Week
This week has been Wellbeing Week at Blackwood
High School. This is an important week in the school
calendar that is led by our Student Wellbeing Team.
The students organised a range of activities across
the week to promote positive student and staff
wellbeing. The week was launched at a Whole School
Assembly on Friday 9 September and culminated
in the Wellbeing Expo on the last day, Friday 16
September. Congratulations and thank you to our
wonderful student leaders for their organisation and
efforts to ensure a very successful week.

Blackwood High School Expectations
Recently, we have had a number of queries from parents/caregivers about the programs/support we offer to
promote kind and respectful behaviours, one of our school expectations.
This year, we have developed and implemented a Year 7 - 12 Pastoral Care Program, which includes a focus on
positive education, protective behaviours and relationships. This program is delivered each Monday during
the Extended Care Group lesson. Students also participate in learning about career pathways and effective
strategies to support their learning.
Across the year, specific year levels and groups of students participate in targeted programs such as:
• The Rock and Water Program – All Year 7 students participate in this 8-week program which focuses on
developing responses to situations, rather than reactions; making a conscious, controllable decision in any
situation. Topics include bullying, developing self-confidence and self-reflection.
• Year 9 Respectful Relationship Program – this 8-week program started this term and will be delivered to
all Year 9 male students. The program has a strong focus on respectful relationships and explores bullying
behaviour. A number of Blackwood High School students, representing different student groups at school,
share their experiences of bullying and disrespect through video interview. Their stories provide an
opportunity for the students to discuss and unpack the impact of such behaviours on their peers and to
consider positive bystander behaviours/strategies that will support their peers.
• The Power to End Violence against Women Program – this program is delivered to all Year 10 male students.
The program is supported by the Port Adelaide Football Club and promotes respectful relationships between
males and females.
• The Empowered Works Program is also supported by the Port Adelaide Football Club and is delivered to
Year 10 female students with a focus on promoting a positive sense of self and identity.
• Violence Prevention Education and Alcohol and other Drugs Education programs – these two programs are
delivered by the Sammy D Foundation to our Year 11 students.
• ‘What’s the Story?’ – this is a new program also delivered by the Sammy D Foundation. The program
challenges society’s conceptions of manhood and masculinity. A small group of Year 10 students were
involved this year.
As well, our students have access to highly supportive and caring staff who work tirelessly to support their
wellbeing. This includes our Student Wellbeing staff – Michael Winter and Argie Buesnel, our Wellbeing
Leaders, and Ross Armstrong, our Youth Worker. Sam Thomson and Izzy Rogers, our Pastoral Support Workers
compliment the work of this team.
We know at times students may experience behaviours that are unkind and disrespectful. Staff actively
support students who need help to manage such situations and we continue to ask students to report
such behaviours in person, by email or through our online reporting platform, Stymie. Sometimes parents/
caregivers become aware of such situations before we do. If so, we ask that you let us know so we can
support your child to feel happy and safe at school.
Sharon Goldman, Principal

Learner’s Permit - Proof of Identity Letter

Please note there is a 24 hour turnaround when requesting the letter required for proof of identity when
sitting for your Learner’s Permit.
To arrange for a letter, please contact the Student Wellbeing Centre with 24 hours notice.
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School TV
“Today’s parents/caregivers face a multitude of modern day challenges in raising happy, well, and resilient
young people. Whilst there is a great deal of information available, this can often be confusing and
overwhelming for parents/caregivers looking for guidance.
SchoolTV addresses this as a new online resource designed to empower you, as parents/caregivers, with
credible and sound information with realistic, practical, ongoing support strategies.”
SchoolTV continues to be well accessed across our school community with approximately 270 visits in the
past 3 month period. Vaping is an area of significant concern and this is reflected in the number of people
accessing the report on this topic, with nearly half the visits around this area.
Each month, new reports are added to this growing and credible source of information.
Sue Richards, Assistant Principal Middle School
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Update from Grace - Sponsor Child
Blackwood High School has sponsored two children over the past years, Grace and Neema.
Grace has recently exited the sponsorship program as she has completed her studies.
Please see below a letter that we received from Grace.
I am so grateful for your loving spirit and for helping me with my education ever since I started elementary
school until now that I have completed my college studies. You have shown great care for me and you have
shown me great love.
The sponsorship program has helped me get an education and I also got to know more about God and I have
built a nice relationship with people through the sponsorship. I have also received different life skills training.
I would like to have a job that fits my education status.
I ask that you pray for me so that I stay healthy and I know more about God than I do right now. Also, pray
that I find a nice job.
I am praying for you that you continue with the same loving spirit and you keep helping other people. I am
praying that you have a long life and you stay healthy. Thank you so much.

Blackwood High School High Achievers
•

Congratulations to Corben Powell, in Year 10, who
participated in the School Sports National Swimming
Championships in Brisbane from 15 - 19 August 2022.
Corben achieved a Bronze medal in the 13 - 19 year old
800m freestyle.

•

Congratulations to Toby Virgo, in Year 8, who has
been selected to play in the U15 Boys State Lacrosse
team playing in Joondalup, Western Australia from 28
September to 3 October.

•

Congratulations to Yo Sakamoto, in Year 8 and Shu
Sakamoto, in Year 9, who have been selected to play in the
National Lacrosse Tournament held in Western Australia
from 28 to 30 September.

•

Congratulations to Maddie Surmon, in Year 7, who
has been invited to compete in the Australian National
Gymnastics Competition on the Gold Coast from 22 to 26
September.

•

Congratulations to Sam Burbridge, in Year 11, who as
been selected for the Torrens University State U16 Team
for AFL Football.

•

Congratulations to Hannah Greenhalgh, in Year 8 and Jess
Greenhalgh, in Year 10, who have been selected in the U15
Girls Storm Lacrosse Team which will play in Joondalup,
Western Australia from 28 September to 4 October.

Do you have an exceptional achievement? We would love
to know. Email peta.clasohm141@schools.sa.edu.au with
information.
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Yondr Update
Blackwood High School’s implementation of the Yondr pouch system has now been in place for almost three
terms. While there have been some challenges along the journey, the vast majority of our students are
adhering to the policy and the expectations it places on students to be personally responsible for securing
their devices at the start of each school day. To these students, I extend a sincere thank you. The impact that
mobile phones were having in our classrooms (and classrooms across the state) was significant. It presented
a daily challenge for many staff in ensuring phones were not used inappropriately in class. Unfortunately, the
addictive nature of mobile communication technologies meant that many students succumbed to the dulcet
tones and vibrations of their notifications and were persistently in breach of our policy of the time. This took
considerable time away from the teaching and learning programs, with teachers frequently needing to break
the flow of a lesson to address phone use in class. Since the start of this year, reports of issues with mobile
phones have plummeted and staff at Blackwood High School are able to dedicate their time and efforts in
class on our teaching and learning programs.
Both major mobile phone operating systems (iOS and Android) provide utilities that allow users to monitor
and track phone usage, allowing greater regulation for digital wellbeing, a clear indication that this is a global
concern. Both also provide mechanisms for parental monitoring systems to be implemented. For further
information on these inbuilt services and how to access them, please visit
• Android - https://www.android.com/intl/en_au/digital-wellbeing/
• iOS - https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT208982
If you have concerns about your child’s possible excessive use of their mobile phone, please have a browse
through this online resource - https://www.helpguide.org/articles/addictions/smartphone-addiction.htm
As with all new initiatives, time allows for the identification of opportunities to improve and the Yondr pouch
system is no exception. One significant improvement to the process is the expectation that all students bring
their Yondr’d devices to their first lesson of each day. This allows the teacher to conduct a random pouch
check and ensure that all students continue to use them appropriately. At recess, students may then return
their pouch to their locker or preferred storage location for the remainder of the day. During this checking
process, a number of issues have been identified. Some students:
• continue to forget to bring their pouch to lesson 1 each day and need to go and collect it from their lockers.
Please remind your child that they are to bring it to class at the start of each day.
• have faulty pouches. Should the damage be deemed reasonable wear and tear, we happily replace the
pouch. Otherwise an invoice will be sent to families for the cost of replacement (currently $30).
• have lost their pouch and hand their devices in to the Student Wellbeing Centre at the start of the day.
Invoices will be sent to families for the replacement cost of the pouch.
• use old phones or other devices in their pouches in a deliberate effort to circumvent the Mobile
Communications Policy.
• claim to not have a phone or not bring their phone to school.
The ongoing implementation of the Yondr pouch system has been noticed by a number of other schools in
South Australia and we continue to provide information on our approach to implementation and ongoing
monitoring of the Yondr pouch system and associated policy.
I thank you for your support of this initiative and our efforts to provide your child(ren) with opportunities to
pursue academic excellence at Blackwood High School.
Jason Loke, Deputy Principal
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Curriculum and Pedagogy
By now you would have heard that the Australian Curriculum (AC) v9.0 has been released, bringing with it a
range of updates and changes to our teaching and learning programs. Blackwood High School staff are already
deeply immersed in collaborative learning design and assessment practices and we are well-placed to adapt
our teaching and learning programs to v9.0. The Department for Education is responsible for determining the
timeline and approach to implementation of the Australian Curriculum in public schools in South Australia.
They will determine when and how v9.0 of the AC will be delivered. However, schools are able to begin
engaging with the new curriculum as soon as practical, for their local context. Staff at Blackwood High School
are already well underway in reviewing changes, evaluating early opportunities for engagement with the
refreshed AC and exploring in detail some of the more comprehensive changes necessary to our teaching and
learning programs. As the Department begins the implementation phase of v9.0, Blackwood High School will
actively engage with the professional supports available to us and optimise the AC for our context.
If you would like to know more about the Australian Curriculum, in particular the three dimensions of the AC,
then please watch this video - https://youtu.be/p0VP33V3Dyw
The full AC v9.0 is available for anyone to view and explore - https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
The art and science of teaching – pedagogy – has been an ongoing focus at Blackwood High School and we
are proud of the professional practices that are in place across our learning programs. Teachers across the
school have been actively developing, implementing and sharing pedagogical practices that closely align to
Dylan Wiliam’s five key strategies for formative assessment:
1. Clarifying, sharing, and understanding learning intentions - https://youtu.be/fC29IyqPVr0
2. Eliciting evidence of learning - https://youtu.be/7PdSHCPrJIQ
3. Providing feedback that moves learning forward - https://youtu.be/vdIk9ysWJXQ
4. Activating students as learning resources for one another
5. Activating students as owners of their own learning
Strategy 4 and 5 described here https://youtu.be/7PdSHCPrJIQ
These strategies, along with a bespoke array of effective learning strategies being piloted within the Senior
School, have been the focus of a significant investment in our teachers’ capacity. By targeting improvements
in teacher pedagogy, not because we are not good enough, but because we can always be better, we model
life-long learning and are better able to adapt to the ever-changing needs of our students and the dynamic
nature of our curriculum. If you would like to know more about our pedagogical approaches, or our teaching
and learning programs, I encourage you to get in touch with the school to discuss.
Jason Loke, Deputy Principal

Student Learning Progress Conversations

As Term 3 comes to a close, we once again invite students and parents/caregivers to participate in the
Student Learning Progress Conversations. Conversations will take place on Wednesday 28 September from
1:30pm – 7:00pm. We will host all conversations over the phone, hopefully for the final time. Students will
be dismissed at 12:50pm with a range of bus routes coming through at this earlier time. Any student that
needs to remain onsite will be supervised in the Resource Centre, where they can catch up on learning, and
dismissed at the normal time. Regular bus routes will also operate at the end of the day as they also cater for
the Primary School.
Student reports are distributed at the end of Week 9 and more information will be emailed to all families,
regarding learning conversations, during this week. Please read through this information carefully as it outlines
the process for booking appointments as well as how to notify us of your child’s requirements regarding
early dismissal or supervision. Bookings will be through Daymap and any family that requires alternative
arrangements are encouraged to contact the school to discuss options. I strongly encourage students to
participate in these conversations as an enriching part of their learning experience at Blackwood High School.
Jason Loke, Deputy Principal
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Learning Cultures Update
In 2021, the Learning Cultures Leadership Group introduced student-nominated awards. The purpose is to
recognise positive learning and learning improvement at Blackwood High School. At the end of each term, a
digital nomination form is sent to all students to nominate their peers. This process has been refined in 2022
with submissions reviewed by student leaders, and where applicable, teachers are contacted for further
information.
Nominated students are displaying school expectations such as being prepared for learning and actively
participating in class, as well as utilisation of Learning Cultures learning strategies for students to achieve
excellence.
This term, students were presented with awards in Care Groups by student leaders from the above year level.
Additionally, student names and nomination messages are showcased on TV displays around the school. For
example, students were nominated for things like:
• “…going above and beyond in their work, and assisting peers in learning.”
• “…is always organised, on time, uses many learning strategies in their work”
• “…constantly plans and improves their learning, work ethic and embraces challenge.”
Congratulations to all the following students who have received a Learning Cultures award for Term 2:
Year 7
Levi Carey-Keane
Liu Fang
Lillian Fitzpatrick
Nabil Malallah
Amber Smith
Jemima Williams

Year 8
Naomi Belton
Phoenix Borowski
Charlie Franzway
Maya Kinnane
Clara Marie
Aden Mekawy
Chelsea Taylor
Georgia Vandenberg

Year 9
Lauren Armstrong
Megan Bryant
Skipp Heilbronn
Ruby Read

Year 10
Sophie Calliss
Sophie Cheshire
Nathan General
Ben Ivanovic
Xanathea Natalier
Max Peters
Leani Van Der Berg
Molly Williams

Year 11
Brodie Dodd
Isabelle Duke
Jack Keen
Faith Ramesh
Clara Wegner

Nathan General, Learning Cultures Student Leadership Group
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Middle School update
ZOOTOPIA - Year 7 Zoo Excursion

As part of an Interdisciplinary unit between
Mathematics and Science, all Year 7 students
were able to visit the Adelaide Zoo. The unit
of work covers aspects of Science (animal
habitat, classifications etc) and Mathematics
(classification of shapes, measurement etc).
Thank you to all the following staff involved in
the excursion, Mr Jonathon Graham, Ms Elisa
England, Ms Ashleigh Pearce, Mr Frazer Goodes,
Ms Kelly Guthberlet, Mr Nielen Prince, Ms
Sophie Hamlyn, Ms Thyrza Veitch, Ms Brenna
Andrews, Mr Brock Herdman, Jenny, Jude,
Mallory, Josh and Lucas.
Amanda Aulert, Leader, Mathematics
We went to zoo to research the behaviour and
enclosure of our chosen animal. We needed
to observe the animal’s surroundings and
movements to record it into our zoo booklet.
We would use this information so that the
enclosure that we will build can hospitalize the
animals better. As well as doing our research we
also went to the zoo to have some fun. James
Sheehy
For me, the highlight of the trip was probably the
seal feeding time, where we watched a keeper
feed the two Australian sea lions seafood! They
both swam around and did lots of tricks in
order to be given fish. There was also a really
cool voiceover giving lots of helpful information
about the way they live while in captivity and
in the wild. The best part was when a seagull
swooped in and stole the food! Amber Smith
On the day we learnt many things but the main
things that we learnt is what the enclosures were
like and how they were set up to best help the
animals in captivity. We also learnt about how
animals act when they are in captivity and how
that could be different to how they would act in
the wild. We also had to overcome the challenge
of some of our animals were nocturnal, so we
did not see them, also some of the animals were
hiding from the rain. On the day when we got
to go visit our own animals in free time, we had
to roughly know where they were, and a lot of
people got extremely lost. Overall, on the day
we learnt that animals are scared of very loud
noises and when you walk up to them in big
groups, they will not like it. Lilly Andrews
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Careers and Pathways Pastoral Care Pillar lessons

In Pastoral Care this term, the Middle School students have been looking at Careers and Pathways for their
future. They have been doing these activities during Extended Pastoral Care lessons on Mondays.
Using questioning and personality traits, the Blackwood High School careers website is very useful as it
suggests different ideas and career options to individual students. It enables students to find out what may
be potentially successful career pathways. The website utilises a wide range of interactive activities and
questions that students answer, which results in a selection of suggested careers that are best suited to their
individual answers and their personalities.
The website has four different careers ‘journey options’: learning about yourself, career exploration, the
world of work and enterprise skills. Below are some comments from students who have participated in this
activity.
Care Group 9B students interviewed a range of Middle School students to see what they thought of the
website and activities:
• “Good because I get to explore my future, strengths, and work environments.” – Year 7 student.
• “It is eye opening because you can learn more earlier in life, so you know more about your future.” – Year
7 student.
• “I have learnt more about teamwork, communication and problem-solving and how to use these in my
future career.” – Year 8 student
• “I learnt so much about my future career options.” – Year 8 student
• “It was helpful because I didn’t know what I wanted to do for my career but now I have a bit more of an
idea.” – Year 9 student
• “I had a bit of an idea of what I wanted to do when I got older but the website helped me find other
careers that I may like to pursue in the future.” – Year 9 student
• “I learnt about what my skills are and my interests.” – Year 9 student
Macy, Mikaylah, Sophie, students and Ms Veitch, Leader, Year 7 - 9 Learning Communities
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Senior School update
Year 10

The Year 10 students have had a heavy focus on what their future pathways are going to look like. This has
been realised through subject selections for Stage 1 of the SACE and through their Pastoral Care Program in
Extended Care Group. Students have had many different experiences to help them determine their pathway
including the Subject Expo where students were presented the key benefits and expectations of all the
subjects they can do next year, including VET options. Students investigated different careers to determine
the requirements and needs of prospective jobs. Students had counselling sessions with Care Group teachers,
Senior Leaders and Student Wellbeing Leaders.
The Year 10 students have engaged really well with this important process and have made some really
informed decisions about their next few years as school.

Year 11

Year 11 students are beginning the final stages of doing their Research Project. The Research Project is a
compulsory subject for students to get their SACE and is a very important piece of work. As it is a Stage 2
subject, the timeline is slightly different than that of other Year 11 subjects. As a result of this, all Research
Project components must be submitted to their teacher by Week 2 of Term 4 so that we can submit the
necessary grades and work samples to SACE for moderation and marking. Students that meet this timeline
will receive their Research Project in December this year and will have the chance to access Independent
Study (study from home) when they are finished.
If a student does not meet this deadline then they will be expected to continue working on their Research
Project until it is finished and then receive their results from SACE in June next year. This includes coming into
school after official Year 11 classes have finished, if they have not completed it by then.
Some of the results for Research Project have been fantastic and we look forward to seeing the finished
results.

Year 12

The Year 12 students have been busy completing university applications and working on their online profiles
ready for working life post-school. We have had talks from Flinders University, UniSA and the University
of Adelaide about university life and what to expect and students were also given opportunities to chat
one-on-one with representatives from each university. The University Application Information evening was
also well attended by parents and it was great to get some specific questions answered by the University
representatives present.
The Senior School Team have been working to ensure all students are working towards their SACE completion
and parents/caregivers are encouraged to contact the school should they have any concerns or questions.
Next term will be a busy term for our Year 12 students as they work towards completing final pieces of work
and preparing for exams. School holiday sessions are planned and the timetable will be made available to
students prior to the end of Term 3.
Finally I would like to thank Ms Amanda Aulert for filling in for Kate Young while she has been on leave.
Amanda has fitted in seamlessly to the Senior School Team and has built on the already strong relationship
she has with the senior school students over the past month.
Ashley Robinson, Assistant Principal Senior School, on behalf of the Senior School Team
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Languages update

Ten Year 9 Japanese students were selected to
participate in the Annual JLTASA Quiz Day hosted at
the Education Development Centre.
I was lucky enough to have been invited to the Year
9 Japanese Quiz Day, where many schools gathered
to test their knowledge on various Japanese topics.
Some of the topics included; katakana knowledge,
Japanese geography, significant events, particle
knowledge, and anime. Questions were delivered in a
quiz format, from experienced Japanese teachers. A
team of students would then work together to gain
as many points as possible in five rounds of different
categories of questions. All teams were comprised of
mixed schools, giving everyone an equal chance at
succeeding. This also allowed for new friendships to
be made. Blackwood as a school did really well, with
several Blackwood High School students on the winning
and third place team. Everyone who participated
received a range of Japanese prizes, including: food,
stationery, drinks, and miscellaneous products. The
Quiz Day was an amazing opportunity and I would
definitely recommend to all future Year 9 students,
studying Japanese. Chloe Brice, Year 9 student
Next week, 25 Year 8 German students will participate
in the German Quiz Day held at Pulteney Grammar
School.
Sarah Andrews, Leader, Languages and International
Student Programs

International update

With borders reopening and travel beginning once
more, Blackwood High School has welcomed a number
of short and long stay International students into our
community.
Senior International students have been working hard
to plan their pathways post Blackwood High School.
They have participated in an International Students
University Expo at Flinders University and been
supported by International Education Services (IES) in
applying for future study courses.
Short term students have settled well into Australian
school life, building friendships with local students and
strengthening their English skills. Students have visited
the Wittunga Botanic Gardens, Art Gallery of South
Australia, Central Markets, participated in Australian
themed cooking classes and an Indigenous dot painting
class.
Sarah Andrews, Leader, Languages and International
Student Programs
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Respectful Relationships Program
I am excited to announce that the Respectful Relationships Program is over half way with the Term 3 cohort
of boys. The program consists of eight x 50 minute lessons once per week and is delivered within a scheduled
English or Humanities class. It enhances our already strong Pastoral care program at Blackwood High School
and covers many aspects of the Child Protection Curriculum.
Ross Armstrong, our Youth worker, and I deliver the sessions to groups of eight to fourteen boys/peers from
a range of Care Groups and Learning Communities, to mix boys with others they might not be familiar with.
This has encouraged more active participation, engagement in discussions, and take up by participants. We
have guest contributors from our Chaplains, Sam Thomson and Izzy Rogers, and this week from our young
Pre-Service Teachers.
The Programs overall aim is to address problematic and opportunistic bullying particularly among boys and
to improve positive relationships between peers at Blackwood High School.
The program is supported by an online program developed by Relationships Australia with local South
Australia made content and enhanced with material that I have designed to make it a unique Blackwood
High School experience.
Half the cohort, consisting of 66 boys, has been involved this term, with the remainder participating in Term
4.
The topics we cover include:
• Sharing real experiences of particular groups of students that represent the Blackwood High School
community by video interviews played during the group sessions. We have had many Year 10 girls and boys
volunteer to share their experiences at school, and this delivers a very powerful message to our young men
• A big focus is to develop empathy among the Year 9 male cohort at Blackwood High School
• Promote respectful relationships, language, behaviour across cohorts and peers at Blackwood High School
• Develop a code, or guidelines, whereby boys that participate in the program understand the impacts of
potential future actions
• Reduce the amount of relational aggression and bullying behaviour at Blackwood High School
• Develop respectful relationships toward girls/women and female peers at Blackwood High School.
Michael Winter, Student Wellbeing Leader
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Rock and Water Program
The Rock and Water Program has been running all year with our Year 7 cohort. Currently, 7F and 7H are well
into the program this term. It runs one lesson per week over the entire term and we have now delivered this
to six Care Groups, with the remaining three to follow in Term 4.
Our Youth worker, Ross Armstrong, and Student Wellbeing Leaders, Michael Winter and Argie Buesnel, deliver
the program along with assistance from each Care Group teacher. We personalize each session to focus on
different strategies to assist young people manage bullying and social issues they may face. Recently, we
have put the lenses over ‘banter’ and when a joke is taken too far. Issues that arise in each Care Group can
be discussed and personalised for each session.
The concepts ‘Rock’ and ‘Water’ are used as a metaphor throughout the program and we explore and choose
different forms of communication (E.g., does the situation require a Rock attitude or Water attitude).
‘Rock’ explores closing off from others and going your own way while ‘Water’ explores going with the flow
and working in partnership with other people. The skills and strategies learnt from Rock and Water support
young people to learn and practice adaptable life and social skills while providing a consistent, predictable,
easy to learn and retain language. Contained throughout the program are harmless self-defence strategies for
children and young people. There is a strong “social” focus embedded in the program. In recent evaluations
and studies, it has shown the program and framework can deliver key outcomes for schools and students
such as:
• To increase social wellbeing
• To teach and increase social safety for students
• To increase positive social behaviour
• To increase social competence in students
• To increase social literacy
Michael Winter, Student Wellbeing Leader
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Home Economics, Textiles and Child Studies
The Home Economics, Textiles and Child Studies
department have seen some great practicals
and learning throughout this term.
The Year 8 elective class have been developing
sewing skills and making bags. While some
students are making them for personal use,
others are constructing theirs for a gift. We are
excited to see the finished products and will
share them with you when they are completed.
The Year 10 Child Studies first unit saw the
students learning about developmental stages
of children from 0 to 8 years of age. Once
they were armed with this information, they
designed and made a product suitable for a 8
years child’s lunch box. Students got creative
and had fun with design including colour. Some
of their products are featured.
The Year 9 Textiles students have completed two
units, one making and designing labels for an
up-cycle product which students are beginning
to create now. In creating their up-cycle item,
we first visited the local op shops to source preloved articles for use. The second unit allowed
students to take design liberties and make
interesting jewellery using textiles as part of the
product. Students made necklaces, friendship
bracelets, earrings and many other creative
creations.
Our Year 9 Food classes have been focusing
on developing a range of practical skills and
building onto their knowledge. This has included
creating their own food safety videos suitable
for younger classes.
The Year 12 Child Studies class has been focusing
on their investigations. There is a range of topics
focusing on children 0 to 8 years of age. They
have one last task which will see them creating
Science experiments for Reception and Year 1
children to engage in. The Year 11 Child Studies
class have been analysing how different cultures
influence child development in Australia.
Toni Hughes, Home Economics and Child
Studies Teacher
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Special Interest Sports Program update
On Thursday 28 July, the Year 10 Football Program and the Year 11 Netball Program had the opportunity to
work with the very talented Indigenous artist, Dave Booth. The session consisted of a two-hour workshop,
where students learnt to read and draw symbols which are used to create stories in Indigenous cultures.
Building upon this, students worked closely with Dave Booth to create Blackwood High School’s Special
Interest Sports Program story. Students discussed with Dave how we connect with community and the
environment within our sports programs and he then created the mural. Students were actively engaged,
inspiring and imaginative for the session.
Dave returned to Blackwood High School for the whole school assembly and presented the completed mural
to the school and the Special Interest Sports Program, with the design hopefully being used in the future in
our sports uniform.
The Mural depicts Blackwood High School (Kaurna Country). Aboriginal people have a deep and spiritual
connection to land, water, plants and animals and hold traditional knowledge of Country that has been
passed down to younger generations for thousands of years through song, dance, story and art. Symbols
depict students’ journey learning and sharing on Kaurna Country. ‘U’ symbols represent the students, with
the footprints linking lines and circles representing their journey through the year levels, at Blackwood
High School. The hand prints of students represent the students’ connection to Kaurna Country. Emu tracks
showing their journey continually moving forwards, other symbols depict the students connection to the
environment, Community and sports with Football and Netball meeting places representing both male and
female players. Blues show the connection to water, rain and clouds, reds are the dry time with the summer
and sun and the greens are the regrowth of country after rain, the stacked green arched circles represent the
Adelaide Hills.
Peta Maher, Special Interest Netball Program Manager
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Sports update
Knockout
The end of the Term 2/3 competitions is nearing, however we do have a few fantastic achievements to
acknowledge.
Year 7/8 Boys Knockout Soccer
After dominant performances in Round 1 against Le Fevre High School and St George College, Blackwood High
School was grouped with Wirreanda Secondary School and Cornerstone College in Round 2. First up against
Cornerstone College, the boys were in control for most of the match, winning 4-1. In our second match of
the day we played Wirreanda Secondary School, a win for Blackwood High School would see us through to
the State Finals. After a tense start, the Blackwood High School team managed to gain ascendency but were
unable to put it on the scoreboard keeping the game close. It wasn’t until late in the match Blackwood High
School was able to score several goals to eventually win the match 4-2. This puts the team through to State
Finals and will meet Gleeson College in the Semi-Final. Other schools competing on that day are St Columba
College and Tenison Woods College. The finals will be played on Wednesday 28 September at West Beach.
Year 11/12 Basketball
Both Blackwood High School’s Year 11/12 Girls and Year
11/12 Boys Basketball teams competed in the State Finals
of Division 2 on Wednesday 24 August at Lightsview
Stadium. The Blackwood Girls team was grouped with
SEDA College, St Mary’s College and Yorke Peninsula
Area School. Our girls managed to get wins against SEDA
College and St Mary’s College but lost by two points to
Yorke Peninsula Area School. This put us in second place in the group with a Semi-Final matchup against
Berri Regional Secondary College. In a high scoring match, unfortunately our girls just struggled at the back
end of the match. We played off for third against Yorke Peninsula Area School in another close match.
Yorke Peninsula Area School girls were just a little bit too strong, going on to win the match by two, leaving
Blackwood High School in fourth place overall. This is an amazing effort and one the girls should be proud of.
State Finals team consisted of Paige Padroth, Charlotte Lewis, Mia Mueller, Summer Bland, Beth Sigley, Abbie
Butler and Lauren Buckham. Coaches Alex Glen, Sophie Hamlyn, Jude Hunter
The Blackwood High School Boys team were grouped with SEDA College, Kadina Memorial School and
Woodcroft College. Losing a tough opening match against SEDA College meant we needed to win both our
final group matches. We played Kadina Memorial School next and won by two to keep our chances alive. In
the final match we played Woodcroft College but unfortunately lost. This left us in third spot in our pool and
playing off for fifth spot. In the fifth place playoff we played Faith Lutheran College. Our boys played really
well and were able to get a win in their final match to secure 5th spot overall. This is a great effort by all
involved, well done to the team. State Finals team consisted of Adam Zanker, Tyson Kershaw, Callum Sinnott,
Cooper Newall, Darcy Kelsey, Hugh Nash, Jay Burton, Tom Parker, Tyson Wilmshurst. Absent – Jackson Moody.
Coaches – Sophie Hamlyn, Jude Hunter
Year 7-9 Boys Knockout Netball
The Year 7 - 9 Boys Knockout team played St Francis de Sales College in Round 1 of their competition. The
team trained hard in the weeks leading up to the match and gave their best effort against an extremely strong
St Francis de Sales College team. St Francis de Sales College ended up winning the match and advancing
through to the next round knocking Blackwood High School out.
Year 10-12 Boys Knockout Netball
The Year 10 - 12 Boys Netball team travelled to St Francis de Sales College to play in their Round 1 competition.
The team played against St Ignatius College, Eastern Fleurieu R-12 School, Cabra College and St Francis de
Sales College in a round robin format. The team won one match throughout the day against Eastern Fleurieu
R-12 School and lost a close match against St Francis de Sales College and lost to St Ignatius College and Cabra
College. This wasn’t enough to progress so Blackwood High School were knocked out in Round 1.
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Year 7-9 Girls Football
Round 2 of the Year 7 - 9 Girls Knockout Football had us
in a group with Sacred Heart College and Henley High
School. This was a tough group, The Blackwood High
School girls did their best and the effort was fantastic with
lots of tackles made and pressure put onto both teams.
Results Sacred Heart College def Blackwood High School
10.6.66 – 1.2.8
Goals: Ruby Mufitt
Best: Ava Bagshaw, Georgia Smith, Olivia Baker, Sienna
Aldridge, Asha Manfield, Charlotte Rungie
Henley High School def Blackwood High School 3.10.28 – 1.0.6
Goals: Sienna Aldridge
Best: Sienna Aldridge, Georgia Smith, Olivia Baker, Ava Bagshaw, Lyla Newall, Hannah Greenhalgh
Zone Sport
The Term 2/3 season of Zone Sport finished in Week 4 this term. All
14 teams competed in their playoff with several teams in grand finals.
Congratulations to the following teams who won their grand finals:
• Year 7/8 Girls Netball Team 1 who defeated Glenunga High School
in their Div 1 Grand final 43 - 13
• Year 7/8 Girls Netball Team 5 who defeated Adelaide Botanic High
School in their Div 5 grand final 13-12
• Year 8/9 Boys Football who defeated Blackfriars College in their
grand final 16.12. 108 – 2.2.14
• Well done to the following teams who competed hard all season
• Year 7/8 Girls Netball Team 2 – Division 1 - 5th
• Year 7/8 Girls Netball Team 3 – Division 2 - 5th
• Year 7/8 Girls Netball Team 4 – Division 2 - 4th
• Year 7/8 Girls Netball Team 6 – Division 5 - 5th
• Year 9/10 Girls Netball Team 1 – Division 1 - 4th
• Year 9/10 Girls Netball Team 2 – Division 1 - 5th
• Year 9/10 Girls Netball Team 3 – Division 2 - 3rd
• Year 7/8 Mixed Volleyball – 8th
• Year 7-9 Girls Soccer – 5th
• Year 9/10 Girls Volleyball – 4th
• Year 7-9 Girls 9 A Side Football – 5th
The final season of Zone Sport started last week and will run through
until Week 6 in Term 4.
Blackwood High School have entered the following teams:
• 2 x Year 7/8 Boys Basketball
• Year 7-9 Girls Tennis
• Year 7/8 Girls Basketball
• Year 7/8 Boys Futsal
• Year 9/10 Boys Basketball
Matches are being played either Tuesday or Wednesday after school from 3:30 – 4:30pm.
There is still a spot open in the Year 7-9 Girls Tennis team. If you are interested, please see Justin in the PE
Office or email Justin.callahan332@schools.sa.edu.au.
Justin Callahan, Sports Officer
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The Arts News
Dance Star

2022 began with lots of excitement and interest from students
auditioning for a spot in one of the 2022 Dance Star teams.
Blackwood High School entered five teams in the genres of
Hip Hop, Contemporary and Theatrical.
All teams performed at Seymour College for preliminarys
and the Norwood Concert Hall for State Finals, with all teams
placing first in their sections. Students were presented with
their medals during the presentation ceremony.
Four out of the five teams received an invitation to the
National Competition on the Gold Coast with three teams
representing South Australia and Blackwood High School.
The standard of the competition was fierce with Blackwood
High School achieving the gold medal, first place in Theatrical,
fourth place for Trio Hip Hop, narrowly missing out on a
medal by 1.10 points and Senior Hip Hop placing sixth.
Congratulations to Hip Hop coach, Elliesha Robinson-Prince,
Theatrical coach, Torehn Lobow, Contemporary coach,
Georgia Colyer and Trio Hip Hop mentor Bella Smith and
all the fantastic talented Blackwood High School dancers in
Years 7 - 11 for their commitment to this program.
Thank you to Georgia Colyer and Elisa England with their
support for this program. We look forward to 2023.
Katrina Constantopoulos, Leader, The Arts
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Instrumental Ensemble

Blackwood High School’s newest ensemble has begun rehearsing! The ensemble is an extension program
to classroom music, for students undertaking tuition on an instrument from the woodwind, brass, string,
rhythm and percussion families. While majority of members are in their first or second year of learning,
senior students with many years of performance have been appointed as section leaders. Their role is to
mentor students and provide support with reading and performance skills, making the ensemble a studentcentered learning experience. They have been learning songs such as classic rock standards We Will Rock You
and Eye Of The Tiger, and are looking forward to their debut performance!
Meg Spirat, Music Teacher

Oh Snap!
Key Light Set Ups: Rembrandt, Rim/Hair Light
Holly Chatfield
Year 11 Artifical Light Photography

Key Light Set Ups: Split
Jiayuan (Kylie) Quan
Year 11 Artificial Light Photography
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Humanities and Social Sciences Update
The Hon. David Speirs MP

The Year 7 students were treated to a visit on Monday 22 August by the
Hon. David Speirs MP. Former state Minister for the Environment and
Water and current leader of the State Liberals as part of their study of
Water in the World in HASS and Ecosystems in Science.
The opportunity to have Mr. Speirs join us for the morning was arranged
by one of our HASS teachers, Hamish Russack, who managed to get Mr.
Speirs to take a brief time away from his busy schedule to speak to our
students about the management of South Australia’s reservoirs and
national parks.
The students were then given the opportunity to ask questions which
ended up being thoughtful and highly beneficial to our study of resource
management strategies in Adelaide.
Some of these included:
• Why were you so interested in opening the reservoir to the public?
Why was it a good idea?
• Where does all the water in the Happy Valley reservoir go?
• How is the water treated or filtered for use?
• How much water is in the reservoir and how much is taken out each
year for various uses?
Mr. Speirs praised our students for the quality of their questions and
his responses provided the students with a unique perspective of
the strategies used and the recent improvements in water filtration
technology.
On behalf of our students, we thank Mr. Speirs for coming to speak to
them and providing valuable insight into environmental management in
Adelaide.

SA Water Visit

As part of their study of Environmental Management, four classes of Year
10 students enjoyed a visit from SA water where Brooke and Jade came
to speak to them on the Tuesday of Week 4. The main focus for this talk
was on the many reservoirs in South Australia, with a particular focus on
the recently opened Happy Valley Reservoir.
The students found the concept of introducing fish species to the area,
as well as the specific filtration systems used to clear our water, very
engaging. They learned that SA Water were able to open the reservoir
as a result of improvements in these systems, where UV filters are now
being used.
Student’s were also given a breakdown of the different ways that these
areas are managed, which is being supported by improvements in
technology such as drones and surveillance apps. This fits perfectly with
what the Year 10 students are working on now as they are developing
their own Environmental Management Plans for a chosen area around
Australia.
The students asked some difficult questions and found the session highly
informative. Thank you to Brooke and Jade for giving up their time to
speak to our students.
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Debating Competition

The Blackwood High School Debating
Competition had its second round of
debates on Tuesday Week 4, 16 August
2022. This is the first time that we have run
a debating competition in school and the
debaters have had a very strong start to the
competition.
The topic for the Juniors this week was
“That voluntary assisted dying should be
made illegal in Australia”. Green Team,
featuring Clara Marie, Maya Kinnane, and
Lily Fitzpatrick, were the negative team
and were up against Blue Team, featuring
Aden Mekawy, Judah Argent, and Phoenix
Borowski.
It was a tough debate with a difficult topic
but Green Team ended up the victors due to
their use of strong statistical evidence and
speech structures. Clara Marie took home
the debating award for the week in her role
as the third speaker for the negative side.
This week, the Seniors were given the topic
“That a term limit should be established
for members of the Supreme Court of the
United States”.
As the affirmative team, Ethan Fitzpatrick,
Mia Freeman, and Lilli Argent from Purple
Team were up against the negative side,
Xan Natalier, and Sophie Calliss (who was both second and third speakers) from Yellow Team.
All of the speakers spoke confidently and brought up a range of strong points, leading to a close round with
the positive team winning by a close margin.
Congratulations to all of the participants for their hard work and excellent arguments!
Ben Phillips and Camden Rowberry, Debating Coaches
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Resource Centre news
Premier’s Reading Challenge
The reading period for the Premier’s Reading Challenge has passed and
Resource Centre staff are busy entering student reading records. Any
students who have finished the challenge and have not submitted their
reading record should do so ASAP. Thank you to parents/caregivers for
supporting your child(ren) with this endeavour.
Book Week 2022
Children’s Book Week was celebrated in Week 5 this term, culminating in
a Fancy Dress Day on the Friday. In line with the Book Week 2022 theme
of “Dreaming with Eyes Open”, staff and students were invited to come to
school dressed in their pyjamas or as a book character. It was amusing to
see students walking to school along Shepherds Hill Road wearing pyjamas,
onesies and Oodies. Lots of fun and creatively dressed staff and students
participated in the ‘parade’ held on the courtyard stage during lunch.
Winners were rewarded with a Dymocks book voucher. The gold coin ‘fine’
for people in fancy dress raised $330 which has been donated to the Tjindu
Foundation and Australian Literacy and Numeracy Foundation.
All week ‘Match the Selfie with the Shelfie’ and ‘What’s their favourite book’
competitions in the Resource Centre attracted lots of interest, and proved
too difficult for anyone to correctly match all the pictures. Shortlisted
Children’s Book Council Books of the Year were quickly borrowed and
lunchtime activities continued to be popular.
As well as generating fun and an interest in books and reading, the
celebrations were a familiar event for Year 7 and 8 students linking back
to book week activities they remembered from Primary School. It is hoped
that these celebrations will become a much anticipated annual event.
Keira James, Teacher Librarian
Book week costume prize winners
Year 7
First – Chloe Geue
Equal second – Hannah Freeman and Elijah Britton
Year 8
First – Deborah Chigwidden
Second – Dakota Forbes
Third – Naomi Belton
Year 10
Commended – Twinkle Gomes and Kira Barber
Staff
Equal first – Brock Herdman and Kirstin Tocker
Match the Selfie with the Shelfie (matching the staff member’s book shelf
with their photo)
Equal first with seven correct – Jarrod Scutchings and Ella Barnes (team
effort), and Renée Daish
Match the teacher with their favourite book
Equal winners with four correct entries – Jess Rogers, Renée Daish and
Jarrod Scutchings
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Year 8 and Year 10 2022
School Immunisation Catch Up Clinics

The City of Mitcham is conducting a FREE catch up immunisation clinic for students
who have missed their immunisations at school.
Vaccines that will be available include:

Year 8 Students – First dose only

HPV – Gardasil 9 – Dose 1 and DTP - Boostrix

Year 10 Students

Meningococcal B – Bexsero Dose 1 and Dose 2
Meningococcal ACWY – Nimenrix

Where and When
Tuesday 20 September 2022
3.30pm – 6.00pm
City of Mitcham – Civic Centre
131 Belair Road, Torrens Park

Contact the City of Mitcham on 8372 8888 or visit
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au for more information.

Metro Card Reminder

When travelling to and from school by public transport please ensure you have sufficient balance on your
Metro Card. This will help avoid the embarrassment of having to explain the lack of funds on your card to
either a driver or a ticket inspector and risk receiving a fine as a result.
A friendly reminder that masks are mandated on Public Passenger Transport as per SA Health Guidelines.
Please ensure that your child is wearing a mask whilst on these services before and after school.
Students are reminded not to leave any rubbish on the buses when they depart, especially their face masks.
Student Metro cards can be registered and automatically topped up via a linked bank account using the
Adelaide Metro website as per the following links below;
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Register
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Recharge
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Auto-recharge
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Calendar Dates
Term 3
Friday 16 September
Casual Day - Gold Coin Donation

Monday 7 to Wednesday 9
November
Year 8 Camp

Tuesday 29 November
Year 6 to 7 Transition Parent/
Caregiver Information Sessions

Thursday 22 September
PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Monday 7 to Friday 18 November
SACE Stage 2 Exams

Tuesday 6 December
Governing Council Meeting 6pm

Friday 30 September
Last Day of Term 3
2:10pm Dismissal

Monday 14 to Wednesday 16
November
Year 8 Camp

Friday 9 December
2023 Year 7 Transition Day

Term 4
Monday 17 October
First Day of Term 4

Monday 21 to Friday 25 November
Year 11 Exams

Thursday 27 October
Last Day of Year 12 Classes

Friday 16 December
Last Day of the Year
2:10pm Dismissal

Tuesday 22 November
Year 12 Graduation

Tuesday 1 November
Governing Council Meeting 6pm

School Contacts
Student Absences: bhsstudent.absence450@schools.sa.edu.au
Student Wellbeing Centre: 8278 0900 or see website for staff email contacts

