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From the Deputy Principal
Reflection on Semester 1
Let us pause for a moment and reflect on the
magnitude of Semester 1 this year. COVID cases had
spiked, hitting 8931 cases on 15 January, two weeks
before school was to return. Year 7 students across
the state were preparing for their first year of High
School. The Department for Education announced
that the return to school would be staggered; Year 7,
Year 8 and Year 12 students would return for face-toface instruction, Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 students
would remain at home for two weeks of online
learning. COVID isolation rules meant extended
periods of absence for both staff and students.
Traditional curricular and extra-curricular activities
were put on hold, or cancelled. Face masks were
mandated across the state and our Year 12 Formal,
like many others across the state, ended up being
classified as a super-spreader event.
Amidst the backdrop of COVID-induced disruptions
across the state, we forged ahead. We welcomed our
Year 7 and Year 8 cohorts to Blackwood High School
with open arms and smiling (masked) faces. We
welcomed almost 30 new staff to our Blackwood High
School family and inculcated them to our wonderful
school culture.
We implemented the Yondr pouch system to support
our students to maintain their focus on learning
whilst at school and to directly address the significant
detrimental effects that social media and mobile
communications can have on student wellbeing.

I wish to personally thank our staff, students
and families for their understanding, patience,
commitment and support throughout this year. It has
been an incredible experience, one that I hope we
never have to go through again!
Modelling lifelong learning
This term, Blackwood High School staff have actively
engaged with professional learning across two
Student Free Days, 25 May and 14 June. Two quotes
encapsulated the focus across these two days:
Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is
progress; working together is success. (Henry Ford)
Il semble que la perfection soit atteinte non quand il
n’y a plus rien à ajouter, mais quand il n’y a plus rien
à retrancher.		
(Antoine de Saint-Exupery)
Each day presented staff with a range of learning
opportunities such as developing effective
pedagogical strategies within Middle and Senior
School contexts, deepening understanding of Bright
Path – Cohesion, and structural changes to improve
SACE outcomes in external assessments. Staff were
also given time to work collaboratively with their
peers on moderation of student work samples, our
collaborative Blackwood High School Unit Plans
for teaching in 2022 and beyond, the Pastoral Care
program that underpins the personal development of
all students, as well as time to reflect on their own
personal wellbeing.

We made our transition from the IBMYP to a full
Australian Curriculum teaching and learning program,
implemented through collaboratively designed
Blackwood High School Unit Plans and shared
pedagogical practices.
As a result of this, we have been able to maintain an
unwavering focus on our Site Improvement Plan goals
that ultimately improve the learning outcomes for all Our wonderful canteen staff catered with a range of
students within the Blackwood High School learning delicious soups and bread rolls to keep the energy
community.
high across both days.

Classroom Expectations
Every student at Blackwood High School is an integral part of our learning community. As such, it is important
that every student understands and adheres to the Classroom Expectations that we have in place to support our
teaching and learning programs:
• Be prepared for our learning by being on time, bringing tools for learning and using our time responsibly.
• Use devices appropriately for learning.
• Embrace challenge, ask questions, be curious, take risks with learning and learn through mistakes.
• Celebrate success by acknowledging the achievements of ourselves and others.
• We are kind and respectful of ourselves, others and our environment.
Staffing update – leaders/teachers
It is with great pleasure that I can announce a number of recent leadership appointments to Blackwood High
School:
• Ben Phillips – Leader: Innovation in HASS
• Jess Rogers – Leader: Innovation in English
• Sarah Andrews – Leader: Innovation in Languages and International Programs
We have also been able to appoint the following staff on contract positions:
• David Blacklock, Maths and Science teacher
We would like to farewell and thank the following teachers, who have been with us during Semester 1:
• Peter Cavouras
• Phillip Clarke
• Nathanael Moss
• Amy Thornton
Temporary Relief Teachers
Since the start of this year, there has been nothing temporary about our relief teachers. Every school in the state
has been struck with staff illness, with many sites forced to close part or all of the school due to teacher shortages.
Thankfully, a significant number of our staffing challenges have been ably met by our pool of relief teachers.
Coming in at a moments notice, picking up classes and running with unfamiliar curriculum, our relief teachers
have taken this in their stride, ensuring that our gates remain open and our classrooms are supported. Thank you
to all Blackwood High School relief teachers!
A special thank you to our staff
It has been an incredible first half of the year. We have experienced unprecedented levels of absence, both staff
and students, which has had significant impact on the continuity of our teaching and learning programs. Yet here
we are, at the end of Semester 1 and I couldn’t be prouder of the perseverance and resilience of our Blackwood
High School staff. Stepping in at a moment’s notice to cover classes, provide support, supervise various duties
or hot-swapping administrative responsibilities. All staff at our wonderful school have gone above and beyond
during this semester and, while we have all had our moments, we have taken it in our stride and stepped up to the
challenge that this year has thrown at us. Congratulations and thank you for your professionalism, commitment
and support.
Uniform reminder
The wet, cold weather that winter has brought upon us has also meant that a number of students have taken
it upon themselves to wear clothes that do not meet the uniform requirements of the school. As a full uniform
school, all students and families are reminded of the uniform requirements that were agreed to as part of the
enrolment process and are endorsed by the school’s Governing Council.
It is expected that all students will attend school in full school uniform each day.
The following items are appearing in increasing numbers, yet remain unacceptable as part of the school uniform:
• Shoes with coloured and/or white sections (they must be all black)
• Yoga pants/sports pants or patterned or footless tights.
• Undergarments which are readily visible under the school uniform.
Book in a time for a fitting, visit the store to make a purchase or shop online from the comfort of home - https://
onlinestore.devonclothing.com.au/shop-by-school/blackwood-high-school/.
Thank you in advance for your support in ensuring all students adhere to the uniform policy.
Jason Loke, Deputy Principal
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Blackwood High School High Achievers

•

Congratulations to Breanna Trehearne, in Year 10, who competed in
the National Gymnastics Competition held on the Gold Coast. Breanna
placed fifth overall over the two days and came home with two bronze
medals.

School TV

SchoolTV continues to be a well-used source of information within our school community. This period (3
months) we have had over 320 views, whilst 50 views a month is considered to be strong.

Students have been accessing SchoolTV, as have parents/caregivers, for credible information on a range of
topics. Last month, a special report on vaping was included; this proved to be the most viewed topic for
Blackwood High School.

The latest special report to be released on SchoolTV is on Building Resilience Post Pandemic.
Sue Richards, Assistant Principal Middle School
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National Reconciliation Week
Each year from 27 May – 3 June, we celebrate National
Reconciliation Week. The theme this year was Be Brave! Make
Change! This year, Blackwood High School brought reconciliation
to the forefront of the school by hosting a whole school assembly
and having various activities during the week, including dot
painting, bracelet making, playing music from Indigenous artists,
and having our VET Music students perform for us. Our staff were
lucky enough to watch the Colebrook Documentary produced
by the Mitcham Hills Partnership, Blackwood Reconciliation
Group, and Scarlett Media. The film focuses on Elders sharing
their stories from Colebrook home and was filmed in Colebrook
Reconciliation Park, located on Shepherd’s Hill Road. The film will
be available for public viewing shortly.
At our Reconciliation Assembly, Isaac Hannam, a proud Kaurna
and Ngarrindjeri man, welcomed us to Country and taught
us about different sounds on the yidaki, a traditional musical
instrument. Isaac dressed in traditional clothing and was brilliant
at teaching the students about what reconciliation means to him.
Two of our International students also shared their perspectives
about how they made change and were brave, which was a great
lead into our Prefects and presenters making pledges on how
they can be brave and make change.
Renee Daish, Aboriginal Education Teacher
I aim to learn my local history and get the facts firsthand. I
am willing to learn something new as I recognise that its ok to
change my perspective on things, despite the views that friends
and family might have. Being brave means that I can become a
good leader and set an example for others to make change as
well. Juliette Paice
My call to action is to be brave and make change all year round.
I will incorporate Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander culture
into my daily life, schooling and community. Instead of spreading
awareness exclusively in Reconciliation Week I will aim to make
change all year round. Paige Harrison
My Call to Action is to break the silence on the massacres, forced
removals, and cultural genocide. To educate future generations
on Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander culture, to commit to
making movement, to begin change with brave actions in my
own daily life – where I live, work, play and socialise to make sure
the next generation know that we are united. Kayla Pickles
My call to action is to speak out against racist comments,
behaviours and actions. Racism damages lives and livelihoods,
and it hurts the whole community. When I see and hear racism, I
will call it out. Oscar Wallis
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Middle School update

yLead Positive Education and Leadership Conference

Student leaders from Year 9 attended the yLead Year 9 Positive
Education and Leadership Conference as a guest of musician and
former Blackwood High School student, Gene Phoa, who was
presenting at the conference.
Quotes from students; Lucy Duguid said she really like Dr Trudy
In’s speech where she said “Failure is success in Progress” and we
should always consider the phrase “Diversibility NOT Disability”. Eve
Cowley and Charlotte Rungie both enjoyed the day and said they
enjoyed that it was a day just for Year 9 students (often a forgotten
year level) and it was actually good that we were “forced” to meet
others and mix around the room more than once throughout the
day. Gene Phoa focused on listening to your inner voice and finding
things that make you happy.
On the train on the way back, the students put their ideas and
passion for student leadership into
action by collaborating with Ms Twizell
and Mr McFarlane to design a revamped
panel presentation format for 2022 and
beyond. Students resonated strongly
with Gene’s idea to be more mindful
about planning their future and the steps
that will take them towards their own
excellence. They have incorporated this
in the panel presentation task that looks
at how Year 9 students are prepared for
learning in the Senior School and beyond.
With their feedback, this will now start
with identifying their passions followed
by mindful reflection on personally
appropriate strategies to achieve future
success.

Learning in the Middle School

This term, students in the Middle School have noticed the workload has picked up a little as well as more
excursions and after school sports being allowed again, Year 7 and Year 8 students in particular have noticed
a change of pace with managing and maintaining their learning expectations. That being said… student
leaders Hugh, Naomi, Rhiannon, Paige, Ben, Malvie and Nguyen discussed how students can manage these
challenges using some of the learning strategies discussed in Pastoral Care;
“When you have lots of assignments due on one date for example, it’s important to manage your time well.
You have to take initiative; ask for help, check Daymap for information, put in the effort and work on them
any chance you get eg: at home, free time, but especially during class when the teacher gives you time to
work on them. Learning-related brain breaks during class have also been a highlight in Middle School classes
with things such as; Sudoku, Reading, Countdown, Skategories”.
Charlotte Twizell, Leader, Year 7 - 9 Learning Communities
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Senior School update
This week saw the beginning of the first Work Experience week for Year 10 students. We have had nearly half
the year level take up Work Experience during this round in a wide range of work places. Work Experience is
such an important opportunity for our Year 10 students in exploring possible career pathways beyond school.
It is great in helping students to get an idea of what sort of work they might like to do or, just as importantly,
what they might not like to do. All Work Experience is great experience.
There is another opportunity for Year 10 students to undertake Work Experience at the end of the year for
those that may have missed out this time or for those that might want to try something different. However,
if your child has the opportunity to undertake Work Experience at a different time of the year then please let
us know and we are always happy to do what we can to support this.
Year 11 students attended the Road Awareness Program (RAP) on 31 May. This program is run by the
Emergency Services and focuses on informing students of the consequences of making poor decisions on the
road. It is a confronting program that really hits home for a lot of our students as most have known someone
that have had their lives changed forever due to a traumatic road incident. The students engaged well during
the session and were fantastic ambassadors for the school.
The Year 12 Head Prefects have been undertaking leadership mentoring
sessions with Ashley Robinson as part of their school leadership role this
year. The Head Prefects all set leadership goals as part of this process and
the mentoring is based on developing strategies to achieve these goals. The
goals may be centred on implementing a school community based project
or, in some cases, it can be to develop their own personal leadership
qualities.
Kayla Pickles has set the goal of introducing a range of fun activities aimed
at increasing the morale in Year 12. The first event was the Silly Sox Day on
16 July. There were some pretty colourful socks getting around as well as a
wicked pair of psychedelic crocs. Kayla has also organised a ‘Guess the Baby
Photo’ competition which has sparked a lot of interest from everybody that
has been to the SLC in the past week. It has been great to see students
trying to work out who the super cute photos belong to. Unfortunately
though, the photos of Mrs Young and Mr Robinson are too easy to pick as
they are the only ones in black and white.
Year 12 teachers have been working this year to introduce a range of
Learning Strategies into their classrooms that are aimed at improving the
learning skills of students within the class setting with a view to students
transferring these strategies to their own independent study practices.
The incorporation of embedding these Learning Strategies has been led by
Mr Lachlan McFarlane and is already gaining traction amongst the Year 12
teachers. The next step of the process is now making the strategies more
explicit to the students and assisting them in finding the strategy that works best for them.

Excerpt from Six Strategies for Effective Learning by
Yana Weinstein, Megan Smith, and Oliver Caviglioli

Ashley Robinson, Assistant Principal Senior School
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Year 10 HASS Excursion

On Wednesday 8 June, two Year 10 HASS classes visited Colebrook Reconciliation Park, a memorial to the
Stolen Generation, as part of our unit on Rights and Freedoms. During our visit, students were able to gather
information on the experiences of the Stolen Generation from the listening posts and the sculptures, such as
the Fountain of Tears and the Grieving Mother.
Some comments made by students were that they had always gone past but never knew the purpose of the
park, others mentioned that they didn’t think this would have happened in their local area. The students’
interest was visible with the respectful approach and behaviour during the visit.
Hala Fabbian, HASS teacher

Year 12 PARTY Safe Health Program

As part of students risk-taking behaviours unit, on 26 May, Year 12 Health students participated in the Royal
Adelaide Hospital’s PARTY Safe Program. The P.A.R.T.Y. Program aims to keep young people safe, promote
healthy lifestyles and prevent the devastating effect preventable injuries and death can have on our youth,
their families and the community. The P.A.R.T.Y. Program aims to transform thinking on risk related choices.
Students all agreed it was a fantastic day and would recommend it to any young person in helping better
understand risk taking behaviours and wish it could be rolled out to more students and more schools.
Charlotte Twizell, Health teacher
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Early Childhood Education and Care Industry Immersion
Day
Thirteen students, who were interested in pursuing a career in Early
Childhood Education and Care, went on an excursion to the Lady
Gowrie Child Care Centre in Thebarton.
These students listened to Educator Trainers in the field of Early
Childhood Education and were able to ask some fantastic questions
around the career and the challenges/benefits associated with it.
The students also went on a tour of the facility, watched cutting edge
teaching approaches and the brilliant relationships that were being
formed. After this, they went into a hands-on practical session where
they were able to let “their inner child” be free!
The overwhelming feedback on the day was very positive from the
students, with many saying this has made the pathway feel very useful
and rewarding.
The staff at Lady Gowrie commented on the students, saying that they
were some of the most engaged and inquisitive students to ever come
through the door. The students should feel very proud of the way they
conducted themselves and how they represented the school. The staff
went further to say that it was the first time they had ever had a group
(of students or educators) come through who were more focused on
the experience instead of their phones!
A truly incredible bunch of students from the start of the day to the
end.
Well done to Andrew Cavallaro and Matt Fry (Department for
Education) for making this immersive experience happen.
Stew Nancarrow, Leader, Year 7 - 9 Learning Communities
On Wednesday 15 June, I
attended Lady Gowrie Child
Centre in Thebarton. I really
enjoyed the experience as I
am considering going down an
education or childcare related
pathway in the future. I really
enjoyed seeing the way their
centre was set up and learning
how they ran things. We got
to tour many of the rooms,
some of them for 3 to 6 year
olds, and the others for 18
months to 3 years old. All of
the rooms were set up really
nicely, and we learnt that the children were given choice in where they wanted things, and what they could
do. The carers were really accepting of the children’s choices and supported them through their activities so
that they could enjoy themselves without being harmed. Even in the room for younger toddlers, they were
comforted and helped with whatever they needed and were constantly supported. We were also able to
learn and experience some of the crafts they ran, as well as getting to donate whatever we made or keep it.
Overall, this experience was very useful for me and helped me decide what I may want to do in the future.
Sophie Calliss, Year 10 student
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Big Day In IT Careers Conference

On Thursday 16 June, Blackwood High School attended the
Big Day In IT Careers Conference, held at Adelaide University.
Throughout the day, students heard from guest speakers from
a range of companies, including: the Australian Space Agency,
Avanade Australia, Westpac, Tata Consultancy Services, Amazon
Web Services, Axios and Defence Force Recruiting. Students were
provided with information about the individual companies and
how they use IT for a range of purposes, from developing and
maintaining network servers for cloud storage, to employing
hackers to test the strength of their security systems. Speakers also talked about their varying pathways into
employment and how they have had many jobs in the industry which have led them to the current point
in their careers. Students were given the chance to speak with representatives from individual companies
which provided a valuable opportunity to make connections with industry.
The Big Day In is an annual event and is open to students from Year 9 through to 12. If you missed out this
year, please consider coming along next year. Alternatively, check out their website for more information
https://www.thebigdayin.com.au/.
If you are interested in careers in IT or Cyber Security, please visit Mr Cavallaro for a discussion on pathways
to employment.
Andrew Cavallaro, Leader, Student Pathways and Career Development
The Big Day In is an IT Careers Conference for High School students. With speakers from large multinational
companies to small local organisations, students gained knowledge about a diverse range of careers.
IT encompasses numerous areas, including trades, software, operations, security, communications,
management, planning, consulting, design, and technology awareness. Speakers reinforced the idea that
soft skills (communication, teamwork, etc.) are incredibly important, that technical skills can be picked up on
the job, and that organisations are hiring enthusiastic individuals who are passionate about their work and
willing to learn. It is not always obvious the wide array of IT jobs available, and there are many positions that
do not exist yet. Many individuals in IT have moved around inside IT (as well as other industries into IT), with
lots of skills being transferable. I encourage any student interested in a career in technology to take the first
step in discovering the right career for them.
Nathan General, Year 10 student

Stage 2 English Literary Studies: Creating Texts

Our intrepid Stage 2 English Literary Studies students began the year by undertaking a Creating Texts free
choice task, allowing them to showcase their creative writing skills in a genre that suited their strengths
and personal styles. Their creations spanned a wide range of text types, including: narratives, memoirs and
recounts, persuasives, poetry, a speech, a drama script, as well as historical, dystopian and crime fiction. Final
products revealed the diverse range of talent amongst the high achieving cohort. The following are excerpts
from the students’ work.
Lines on a Leaf – Narrative by Gabrielle McConnell
Danny’s raspy cough echoed through the small room as he slugged out of bed and unsteadily got to his feet.
A decade of smoking and drinking had aged his body so rapidly that Danny appeared a good 10 years older
than 45, and his balding head and bloated belly certainly did not add to his appearance. Danny was no early
bird, and his short, stout figure caused a looming shadow across the musty room littered with empty beer
bottles. Trying to ignore the decaying smell cloaking his house, Danny gulped loudly, contemplating the stairs
he would have to unsteadily descend to reach his kitchen. Taking his time and holding onto the railing tighter
than he would have liked to admit, Danny thumped down the stairs and wandered into the kitchen. Danny’s
eye was immediately drawn to a note on the fridge and then the dusty clock above it. ‘Mum – 4:00pm’ was
scrawled in Danny’s own handwriting. “Now when did I write this?” Danny spoke to himself in a slurred voice.
Danny’s memory was feeble, and he often compared it to the lines of a leaf – stark centre lines which faded
towards a fraying edge…

Frosted Windows – Crime Fiction by Xavier Poole
The ice on the windows began to melt as the sun rose from behind the imposing mountains. The consistent
rhythm of the train’s steel wheels on the track was a soothing sound to wake up to as the stunning
mountainscape sped past the frosty window. I heaved myself out of bed, washed my face with the ice-cold
water, combed my hair, brushed my teeth, and put on my freshly ironed shirt and pants. That was when I
heard a scream from down the hall.
Racing down the hall, I found a crowd in front of a compartment door. I pushed my way through. Inside I saw
a body leaning against the bath. It was a young woman. Her glassy eyes reminded me of the frosted window
in my room. It was a grim site against the picturesque background clearly visible through the window…
A Memoir of Adolescence – Memoir by Lola Sim
We all waited, tapping our toes on the footpath, and swaying our arms impatiently until Darcy finally hung up
and delivered the heartbreaking news that his sister wasn’t able to get us in to the music festival. Disappointed
and anxious, we contemplated whether we would pass as 12-year-olds to get free entry, but ultimately
decided it was as pointless as telling Mum you’ve got a sick tummy on test day. The boys led us away from
the entrance until we stopped in the middle of the footpath, following Ollie’s lead. We watched an older
couple lift each other over the looming fence, and joined in on their laughter. Young and impressionable, we
immediately thought this was a magnificent idea. The fence cast an intimidating shadow over the grass, and
we all looked up at it in fear. Unsure of whether I could even make the jump, I noticed the gap between the
bottom of the fence and the grass. Tahlia went first, extending her legs out into a plank, and squeezing her
body under the fence. When it was my turn, I avidly rolled to the ground and slipped my legs under the bar,
then my waist, then my chest and arms, and finally, with much struggle, my head, accessorised with a thrilled
expression. My legs carried my body until I was vertically assessing my surroundings, the bright stage lights
making reflections in my eyes and lighting up the treetops with dots of colour…
Rachel Peters, Stage 2 English Literary Studies teacher

The Arts News
Instrumental Music

Students in Years 5 - 8 from Blackwood High School and
Blackwood Primary School attended an Instrumental
Music Recruitment Drive this term. Music staff from
Blackwood High School and Instrumental Music joined
forces to put on a demonstration of the instruments
available for students to learn: flute, clarinet, trumpet,
trombone, percussion, violin and voice. Students
learnt about the different instrument families, and
how each instrument was played. Songs such as Star
Wars, the Nintendo Wii Theme, The Last Post and
We Will Rock You showcased the unique sounds of
each instrument. Finally, students saw them all in real
action, as everyone played Pirates of the Caribbean
together as an ensemble. We would like to thank
leaders, staff and SSOs from Blackwod High School,
Blackwood Primary School and Instrumental Music for
their support in this event.
Meg Spirat, Music teacher
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Music and Dance Put On A Show!

Over the course of the semester, students in the Year
10 Music and Dance classes have been busy composing
their own songs, choreographing their own dances,
and polishing their performances. Students explored
how to work within a range of styles including pop,
film scores, and hip hop. They celebrated their success
by putting on a combined showcase for students. The
level of talent and creativity was high, making for
an impressive performance. Congratulations to all
composers, choreographers and performers for your
efforts.
Meg Spirat, Music teacher and Georgia Colyer, Dance
teacher

‘Sorry Hands’

My Year 9 Visual Art class created hands which were
made from clay and painted using Indigenous colours.
They were placed in the court yard to celebrate
‘National Sorry Day’ held annually on 26 May. The first
National Sorry Day was held on 26 May 1998, which
was about the tabling of a report about the removal
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from
their families.
Next year we hope to create more of these Sorry
Hands.
Jeanette Beadnall, Art teacher
Talking in Metaphor… Standing in Silence.
Last Friday evening Year 10 and 11 students presented
the culmination of a seven-week unit of work, where
students were asked to develop a performance that
made a statement about their world and interests,
and that extended their performance and production
skills.
The nine short pieces varied widely in content and
included works written and adapted by the students
themselves. All the works were selected, staged and
directed by the group.
The students work offered an insight into the ideas
and lives of young people and their view of our world
and showcase their talents, concerns and humour.
It was wonderful to see our Drama students growing in
skill and confidence and impressing the large audience
that came to see their work.
Phillip Clarke, Drama teacher
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Dance Star

The 2022 Blackwood High School Dance Star
Teams competed at the Preliminary Finals at
Seymour College Performing Arts Centre with all
five team entries making it through to the State
Finals.
This year we entered a Junior Hip Hop team
represented by Year 7 and 8 students, Senior
Hip Hop, theatrical and contemporary students
from Years 9 - 11 and a Year 9 Trio Hip Hop team.
A total of 40 dance performers were represented
in the Blackwood High School teams.
This year’s results have been consistent with
outstanding results of the previous years with all
teams receiving positive feedback from judges
as well as scores in technique and performance
The State Finals will be at held at the Norwood
Concert Hall on 2 July where all teams will
be competing for medals and selection to
the National Dance Star Competition at the
Convention Centre on the Gold Coast in August.
Congratulations to all of the dancers and
coaches for their outstanding commitment
and representation of Blackwood High School
Performing Arts in the wider community at this
event.
I would like to acknowledge the coaches,
graduate Blackwood High School Dance students
Torehn Lobow, Elliesha Robinson Prince and
Dance teacher Georgia Colyer with her work
with the contemporary team, as well as Bella
Smith coach and mentor of the trio team.
This event was also incredibly supported by the
Blackwood High School Dance parent/caregiver
community with their attendance and cheering
at the competition.
The collaborative efforts of the Blackwood High
School Arts community have contributed to the
success and excellence of this program.
Katrina Constantopoulos, Leader, The Arts and
Georgia Colyer, Dance teacher
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Science Update
On 9 June, twenty Year 9 and 10 students were given the opportunity to take part in the Australian Science
and Engineering Competition for 2022 at the Adelaide 36ers Arena.
A number of different schools compete to win points by doing STEM related activities. Teams of 2 - 4 must
collaborate and use their creative and critical thinking skills to overcome challenges these activities bring.
Some of the activities include making a wind turbine, using colour codes to communicate, making a tower
to withstand mass and building a bridge which is the highlight of the day to see if everyone’s bridge will be
able to hold-up.
The day was a lot of fun with Blackwood High School winning coding communications, ultimately coming
fifth out of nine schools. I highly recommend this event for next year’s Year 9 and 10 students and take your
friends along. You don’t have to have the best grades in Maths and Science, just an open mind ready to take
on the challenge. It gives students a chance to see what its like to pursue a career in Science and Engineering
having limited resources in a limited amount of time.
Amali Fox, Year 10 Student
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Home Economics Update
Year 7

We now have our second Year 7 team for the semester
and they are having fun! The students loved designing and
individualising their products. This semester thus far has
included baked potatoes with rainbow slaw, and designer
toasties. We finish the semester with loaded fries cooked in
the air fryer.

Year 9

Our final practical lesson this term had the Year 9 students
randomly presented with a list of mystery box ingredients.
Students then had to become innovators and designers,
creating and presenting a product using a minimum of 2 of
their boxed ingredients. We saw some excellent and very
creative dishes... Great work Year 9 students.

Year 10

The Year 10 students final unit has seen them develop
technical skills whilst working with Asian flavours. They made
a range of dumplings and tried mastering their folding skills.
The classes made steam buns from scratch, which included
the students rolling and pleating their buns beautifully. Some
students loved the course that much they will be attempting
a second semester of Food Tech to further develop their skills.

Year 11

The semester is drawing to a close for this group of Year
11 students. Looking back at this group; we have seen
determination, great planning, excellent presentation and
impressive collaboration. Stand outs have been the Rotary
dinner, desserts using technology and our Aboriginal
investigation unit. Students made spiced Kangaroo, wattle
seed damper and salt bush chips. Some of our group had
never tried Kangaroo, that number has now become smaller!
Year 11 Child Studies
We have been working on a range of tasks including
examining how gender stereotypes in media can impact the
development of young children. Students have researched
what self-regulation is about and the need to support young
children in developing self-regulation strategies. We created a
range of different fidget toys which would be appropriate for
young children.
Year 12 Child Studies
We have just started our fourth task: Examining a range
of games played by children from different cultures. This
involves working as a team to demonstrate team work and
communication skills. We are also looking at topics for our
Investigations.
Sue Richards and Toni Hughes, Home Economics and Child
Studies teachers
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Design and Technology update
In Year 8 Mechatronics, students explored engineering and programming concepts through the use of the
Makey Makey, to transform everyday objects into computer interfaces.
With the incorporation of visual programming language students manipulated sound to create music and
designed and created their own musical instruments, from drums to more complex forms including pianos
or futuristic instrument forms. The skill task provides students the opportunity to develop and understand
concepts to support them within their major assignment - producing a controller for their Term 1 developed
games.
Emma Molloy, Leader, Design and Technology

Oh Snap!

Refraction Bokeh
Charlie Perry
Year 12 Photography
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Sports update
Zone Sport

The Term 2 and 3 Zone Sport Season kicked off in Week 4 this term. The following teams play each week. Year
7/8 Mixed Volleyball, Year 7-9 Girls Soccer, Year 9/10 Girls Volleyball, Year 7-9 Girls 9-a-side Football. We also
have teams in the weekly Netball competition with 100 of our Year 7-10 girls competing at Netball SA each
Wednesday afternoon and our Year 8/9 Boys AFL team also playing each Wednesday. Approximately 200 of
our students take part in these teams which is fantastic to have such high participation.

Knock Out Sport

The Term 2 and 3 Knock Out sport teams are beginning to get under way.
Year 7/8 Girls Basketball
Our Year 7/8 Girls Basketball team played Heathfield High School and St Peter’s Girls’ School in their round 1
matchups. Our girls had strong performance across the board and were able to beat Heathfield before facing
St Peter’s. St Peter’s Girls’ School were just too strong for our girls winning by 9.
Year 9/10 Boys Soccer
The Year 9/10 Boys Soccer team faced Brighton Secondary School
and Cabra College in round 1. Up first against Brighton, the team
had a fantastic start and dominated the game. The boys dominated
the game and won by 7 goals. Next up against Cabra College and
this was a much tougher assignment. Cabra tested our team with
strong structures and were strong all over the ground. Our team was
fantastic and did their best to combat the challenge but in the end
Cabra College were too strong and unfortunately knocked us out of the competition
Year 11/12 Girls Netball
Our Year 11/12 Girls Netball drew Cornerstone College, Heathfield High School and St Aloysius College in
round 1 of the Year 11/12 Girls Netball competition. In cold and wet conditions, the girls made the trip to
Cornerstone College in Mount Barker to play their first round matches on outside courts. Up first against
St Aloysius College, the girls started the better controlling the ball and adapting to the conditions quicker.
This proved to continue throughout the match with Blackwood winning by 40 goals. Our next game against
Heathfield High School was yet another strong performance from our girls who won by 20 goals. Lastly
we played Cornerstone College. By this stage, it was only 8 degrees and winds were strong. We knew we
were the stronger team and it was all about our output. Thankfully the girls got to work and put a strong
performance together to win their final match of the day by 55 goals. This win put us through to round 2
which will be played early in Term 3.
Year 9/10 Girls Netball
In a tough opening group, Blackwood High School met Westminster
College, Loreto College and Concordia College in round 1 of the Year 9/10
Girls Netball Competition. First up we played Westminster which was the
strongest opposition. Our girls embraced the challenge and were able to
match them early but over the match, Westminster were able to get on
top. Final score was 37-16 Westminster’s way. With the tough match out
of the way early, we knew we would be more competitive against the
other two schools. This proved to be the case with our girls able to win
both matches. Blackwood High School defeated Loreto College and Concordia College.
Year 11/12 Boys Football
Our Boys played Cardijn College in their first match of the Year 11/12 Boys Knock Out Football Competition.
The teams were evenly matched in the first quarter before Blackwood High School got out to a 3 goal lead
at half time. Cardijn College hit back in the second half to end up taking the lead with 8 minutes to go in the
final quarter. Credit to the Blackwood boys who then rallied to kick another goal to put us up by 3 points with
less than 2 minutes to go. Strong defence in the final moments was key to give us the win by 2 points and
into round 2.
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Year 9/10 Boys Football
Up against Sacred Heart College and Heathfield High School, we
needed strong performances to progress into the next round.
Playing Heathfield High School first, we were able to get set against
the wind taking a narrow margin at quarter time. We were then
able to extend our lead with the wind in the second quarter. The
boys continued to dominate throughout the second half giving
Blackwood High School the win by 10 goals. Sacred Heart College
was always going to be a challenge. The first quarter was an arm
wrestle, 1 goal each at quarter time it looked like our boys were
going to give it a red hot crack. The second quarter however changed the dynamic of the match with Sacred
Heart College scoring 4 goals to 0. Despite our best efforts Sacred Heart College were too good to win the
match by 12 goals. Our boys were knocked out based on this.
Cross Country
On Thursday 9 June, Blackwood High School had 10 runners brave the cold and wet to compete at the annual
Cross Country event. The event was held at Oakbank Racecourse. Results and times can be found here:
http://eventstrategies.racetecresults.com/results.aspx?CId=90&RId=429&EId=1&dt=0&adv=1Times
Justin Callahan, Sports Officer
Girls Knock Out Football
Seniors - round 1 June 3
On a cold and wet Friday in Blackwood, our Senior girls were challenged by two strong teams in round 1.
We met Henley High School in game 1 and, despite a strong ruck/mid combination, we were outscored 7-10
to 3-4. Year 12, Mia Mueller, repelled the ball countless times out of defence. Beth Sigley’s work rate as an
inside mid was useful and she was helped by Charlie Scutchings. Other strong contributors were Charlise
Hough, Carly Milsom, Tyler Hancock and Tilly Sigley. Goal kickers were Charlotte Taylor, Grace White and
Summer Ross.
Game 2 was against Mercedes College. We started well with the wind, scoring two goals in the first quarter.
Unfortunately, we could not stop Mercedes College momentum in the second half and lost 2-3 to 7-7. Carly
Milsom played strongly in defence. Abbie Butler and Caitlin McMartin rucked well and Lara Higgins and
Tilly Sigley consistently used the ball well. Charlotte Taylor and Grace White kicked a goal each. Henley High
School defeated Mercedes College to win through to the next Knock Out round.
Juniors - round 1 June 20
Our new Year 7 and 8 students had their first Knock Out
experience along with the Year 9 students at Scotch College
against Scotch College and Cornerstone College. We faced
Scotch College in the first game, getting off to a one goal lead
in the first quarter. We built on this to win 6-2 to 1-4. A strong
midfield and some great marking were highlights of the game.
Best players included Georgia Smith, Lily Dunstall-Bruce, May
Kemsley, Sienna Aldridge and Charlotte Rungie. Goal scorers
were Ava Bagshaw and Lily Dunstall-Bruce 2 each and May
Kemsley and Sienna Aldridge 1 each.
Game 2 was against Cornerstone College. Cornerstone College started strongly, keeping the ball in their 50
for the first 6 minutes. Our defence held strong, turning the ball over repeatedly to enable the forwards
to eventually score 3 goals late in the first quarter. We then dominated the play for the rest of the game.
Many scoring opportunities resulted in points instead of goals. The final score was 6-17 to 0-0. Best players
included Georgia Smith, Sienna Aldridge, May Kemsley, Olivia Baker and Lyla Newall. Sienna Aldridge and
Olivia Baker scored 2 goals each with Ava Bagshaw and Georgia Roberts scoring 1 each. We now advance to
the second round to be played early Term 3!
Janet Bradley, Coach
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Personalised Learning Evening
Personalised Learning recently hosted an evening information session from
Community Bridging Services (CBS) to talk about pathways to open employment for
students with a disability or additional needs. CBS returned the following day and
provided classroom based workshops for five students, working alongside to provide
guidance and career planning information. CBS also use their networks to identify
suitable work sites to gain work discovery placements. They will continue to support
these students to achieve their career goals for up to two years.
Kimberly Steele, Leader, Personalised Learning

Resource Centre Update

Blackwood High School Resource Centre online
To assist students who are studying away from school, Blackwood High School Resource Centre subscribes or
provides access to a variety of resources that can be used anywhere students have an internet connection.
These are especially useful when undertaking research for assignments and assessment taks. They can be
found under the “Search Links” menu on the intranet home page.

The first link in the drop-down menu is the Blackwood High School Library catalogue where students can
search using keywords, book titles, author name etc, find what books are in the library and reserve items for
collection.
Audio-video resources that students may require for their classes can be found under the ‘TV4Education’
link, including films used in English studies.
‘Harvard Referencing’ links students to an ‘online referencing generator’, which guides students in the
correct format for referencing and writing bibliographies. This is especially important for SACE students, but
is increasingly a requirement in assessment tasks for other year levels.
The eLibrary Search links to databases containing a massive collection of newspapers and trade and scholarly
journal articles to topics across all subject areas. Students can search via title, subject and keywords and limit
the results by publication date.
Google Scholar works in a similar way to a Google search, except that it only retrieves links to scholarly
resources from across the internet, including articles, theses, books, abstracts etc from academic publishers,
professional organisations, universities and similar websites. Results are ranked according to the keywords in
the full text, where it was published, who wrote it, its currency and how frequently it has been cited in other
scholarly literature. Note that full text of the articles is not always available.
Blackwood High School’s online resources can be supplemented with free eBooks, magazines and audiobooks
available through the free public library network at https://libraries.sa.gov.au/
Resource Centre renovations will soon be completed, and from next term the Resource Centre will offer skills
classes to guide students in developing high level information literacy and research skills. There will also be a
range of lunchtime activities offered, such as Uno, Chess, Rubik’s Cube, and Mindful Colouring-in. Stay tuned
for more information.
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Premier’s Reading Challenge
Well done to the thirty students who have
already completed the Premier’s Reading
Challenge. Students have until September to
read 12 books and complete the challenge, so
there is plenty of time. Winter is the perfect
time to snuggle up and discover new worlds
through the magic of books. The Resource
Centre has recently invested in a huge number
of new books to suit the wide range of reading
interests and levels – come in and see what
is new. Make sure you borrow a few books to
read over the July school holidays.
Keira James, Librarian
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Calendar Dates
Term 2
Monday 27 June
Start of Semester 2

Friday 8 July
Last day of Term 2
2:10pm Dismissal

Tuesday 9 August
Year 10 Immunisations
Governing Council Meeting 6pm

Monday 27 June to Thursday 30 Term 3
June
Monday 25 July
Year 10 and 11 Netball Trip
STUDENT FREE DAY

Monday 22 to Friday 26 August
Year 10-11 Subject Confirmation
(by appointment)

Friday 1 July
Principal Tour 9am

Monday 5 September
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY

Tuesday 26 July
First day of Term 3

Metro Card Reminder

When travelling to and from school by public transport please ensure you have sufficient balance on your
Metro Card. This will help avoid the embarrassment of having to explain the lack of funds on your card to
either a driver or a ticket inspector and risk receiving a fine as a result.
A friendly reminder that masks are mandated on Public Passenger Transport as per SA Health Guidelines.
Please ensure that your child is wearing a mask whilst on these services before and after school.
Student Metro cards can be registered and automatically topped up via a linked bank account using the
Adelaide Metro website as per the following links below;
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Register
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Recharge
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Auto-recharge
School Contacts
Student Absences: bhsstudent.absence450@schools.sa.edu.au
Student Wellbeing Centre: 8278 0900 or see website for staff email contacts

