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From the Principal
School Improvement Planning
Despite the challenges of last term, staff have
maintained a focus on teaching, learning and school
improvement. Our first Student Free Day, held in March,
had a focus on our Improvement Goal 1 - Increase
A number of new staff have been appointed to student achievement. Staff participated in moderation
Blackwood High School since the start of the school of student work against the Australian Curriculum
Achievement Standards, evaluated and reviewed
year.
current units of work and continued the development
Term 1
of new units. Our Year 12 teachers participated in
• Josh Anderson – Curriculum Support Officer
• Gabrielle Connelly – Curriculum Support Officer
a workshop about effective learning strategies to
• Sherri Law – Home Economics Support
support students’ study techniques and exam revision.
These strategies deepen student understanding of key
• Greg Olesinki – Computing Support
concepts and focus on the retrieval of information
from short term and long term memory.
Term 2
• Sophie Arthur – Teacher, Visual Arts, English and
HASS
This term, we have two Student Free Days - Wednesday
• Nathan Beenham – Teacher, English and 25 May and Tuesday 14 June. The day in May will
support:
Personalised Learning
• Colleen Maloney - Daily Operations Manager and • further moderation of student work to ensure
Deputy Principal Executive Secretary
consistency of teacher professional judgement
• the Gradual Release of Responsibility pedagogical
Also, this term, we welcome back Katrina approach
Constantopoulos, Leader – The Arts, and Renee Daish, • quality time to further develop the whole school
Teacher – German and our Aboriginal Education Pastoral Care program.
Teacher.
Teaching staff greatly appreciate the opportunity to
COVID-19 Update
collaborate and learn together on such days and thank
We continue to monitor COVID-19 cases across our the school community for your ongoing support.
school community and encourage our students
to wear masks when indoors. The mask wearing NAPLAN
mandate has been somewhat challenging given that Students in Year 7 and 9 sat the NAPLAN tests during
this restriction has been lifted across the state, apart Week 2 and 3 of this term. Student results should be
from high risk settings. This mandate will be reassessed available late Term 3.
by the Emergency Management Committee and the
Department before the start of Week 5.
From 2023, the NAPLAN tests will be scheduled in
March. This will mean that student results will be
Hopefully, further restrictions in schools will be available earlier in the school year to inform current
removed by the end of this week which will enable us teaching and learning programs and the support
to resume whole school assemblies and other events students may need for the coming year.
provided they are held in a COVID safe manner.
We have had a positive start to Term 2. Staff and
students have returned well rested after a challenging
first term. We are hopeful that this term will be far
more settled for our whole school community.

Blackwood Rotary Dinner
On Thursday 12 May, I had the pleasure of joining the Blackwood Rotary Club for dinner, catered by the Year
11 and 12 Food and Hospitality students, at Blackwood High School. The students prepared a delicious two
course dinner and our SACE Year 11 and 12 Music students provided the entertainment. A number of our
younger students also volunteered their time to assist with the waiting of tables. The Rotarians thoroughly
enjoyed the evening and were most impressed by the talents of all students – what wonderful ambassadors
for our school.
School Facilities
We continue to focus on improving our school facilities to support teaching, learning and student wellbeing.
Currently, we are extending our Resource Centre to increase capacity. Works should be completed by the
end of this term. Also, we plan to further develop the grounds and gardens adjacent to the Canteen and
Performing Arts Centre. This will likely occur in spring.
Sharon Goldman, Principal

School TV

School TV continues to be well patronised by members of the Blackwood High School
community and the graph below identifies the most common topics being accessed for
our site. Each month, School TV release a new report for our school community to access.
One of the more popular special reports amongst other schools utilising School TV is
about the concerns of vaping.
Sue Richards, Assistant Principal Middle School
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Blackwood High School High Achievers

•

Congratulations to Lachlan Geue, in Year 7, who participated in the
Lucindale Annual Tennis Tournament over Easter. Lachlan won the
U13 Boys Singles and was a semi-finalist in the Mens C Grade Singles.

•

Congratulations to Chloe Geue, in Year 7, who participated in the
Lucindale Annual Tennis Tournament over Easter. Chloe won the U11
Singles.

•

Congratulations to Breanna Trehearne, in Year 10, who competed in
the Women’s Artistic Gymnastics Open Category at the 2022 SA State
Championships on 30 April. Breanna placed first overall in All-round.
Breanna will represent South Australia at the Australian Gymnastics
Championships held in Queensland in May.

•

Congratulations to Sam Walker, in Year 12, who recently completed his
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Certificate. This is a significant achievement
as this certificate requires a great deal of dedication, perseverance
and independence over a long period of time. We are extremely proud
of Sam for this amazing achievement. Well done!!

•

Congratulations to Flynn Stephenson, in Year 10, who competed in the
2022 Australian Open Age Swimming Championships from 11 to 18
April.

•

Congratulations to Corben Powell, in Year 10, who competed in the
2022 Australian Open Age Swimming Championships from 11 to 18
April. Corben placed second in the Boys 15 year old 1500m Freestyle
and third in the Boys 15 year old 800m freestyle.

Catching up when absent
The mandated isolation requirements due to COVID are having a significant impact on the continuity of
student learning. Term 1 was also heavily impacted by the ‘close contact’ requirements that have since been
lifted. However, it is important for all students to understand what their learning responsibilities are if they
are away from school, even for a day.
In situations where a student is absent from school they should:
• Check Daymap and ensure they are aware of the current topic or concepts they are missing, including any
summative assessments,
• Where possible, use Daymap to complete work to keep up to date with the learning plan,
• Negotiate any extension for summative assessment if necessary, through the correct protocols.
If absent due to illness, students should only attempt this once they are sufficiently recovered.
If a student knows that they will be absent for an extended period of time, they should inform their subject
teachers of their absence and seek support to maintain learning progress, where possible, with the rest of
the class.
The construction of knowledge and understanding requires a strong foundation. Developing gaps or missing
work can have negative consequences and will affect their continuity of learning. While teachers will provide
some support to students to catch up, students have ultimate responsibility for their learning and will need
to commit extra time outside of regular school hours to ensure they remain on track for a successful outcome
at the end of the semester.
Jason Loke, Deputy Principal

3

Special report into vaping

“Over recent months, there has been a growing concern about the impending epidemic affecting young people
in relation to the use of e-cigarettes and the trendy pastime of vaping. As this activity grows in popularity, most
teenagers are unaware of the associated risks and the potential impact vaping can have on their development
and overall health. Vaping is the act of inhaling a vapour created by an electronic cigarette, or e-cigarette.
Although vaping is often marketed as being the “healthy” alternative to smoking, doctors advise that if you
do not smoke, then you should not start vaping. Although vaping products are infused with enticing flavours,
many contain high levels of nicotine as well as other chemicals and additives, that when inhaled, can cause
severe damage to the lungs.”
Our Blackwood High School SchoolTV page (https://bhs.sa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-reportvaping-au) has the full Special Report into Vaping, that may be of interest to families within our Blackwood
High School community. If you or your child become aware of student(s) at Blackwood High School that
are in possession of, using or distributing Vape products then please say something to a member of staff.
Alternatively you can make an anonymous Stymie report by accessing the link on our Intranet page.
Jason Loke, Deputy Principal

Curriculum, Teaching and Learning

Congratulations to our inaugural cohort of Year 7 students! You have much to be proud of in the start to your
High School career. Not least of which is getting through Term 1, but getting through it with the best grade
average of any year level in the school. That is an incredible achievement. The Year 7 grade average came in
at 74.78%, just beating the Year 8 students with an average of 74.39%, closely followed by our Year 9 students
on 73.13%. Let’s see which year level can improve the most over the remainder of this semester and take out
top honours for our Middle School in Semester 1 for 2022.
The transition to the Australian Curriculum (AC) has been an incredible undertaking and I wish to personally
thank all staff and students, for the time and energy that you continue to put into our learning programs this
year. With everything that Term 1 threw at us, maintaining our focus on high quality teaching and learning
has enabled us to embrace the opportunities and flexibilities that the AC provides, while ensuring that our
students’ high-level academic achievement is sustained. I look forward to watching this work unfold in the
years to come.
Jason Loke, Deputy Principal

Languages Study Tour Fundraiser
https://www.entbook.com.au/161479c
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Learning Cultures Student Leadership

Our group of passionate lead-learners continue to meet each fortnight to plan ways to improve the learning
effectiveness of their peers at Blackwood High School.
This year, our student-developed ‘strategy balloon’ posters have been promoted to students in a number of
ways. The Blackwood High School television slideshow cycles through with some eye-catching suggestions
of strategies to use. In year-level assemblies, student leaders have presented a reflection on their use of the
strategies and suggested how others can use them to achieve excellence. For example, Halli and Archer were
interviewed by Paige and Eve and reflected on how they have broken a large task up into smaller chunks in
Year 9 Science.
Year 12 students and their teachers have been focusing on specific effective learning strategies that have been
scientifically proven to be useful for preparation for external assessments: retrieval practice, spaced practice,
interleaving practice and elaboration. Head Prefect, Paige Harrison, is collecting data on the adoption of
these strategies and championing this as her project for change in the Senior School in 2022. Initial data
collected indicated that the explicit teaching of these strategies would be beneficial.
Lachlan McFarlane, Leader, Innovative Pedagogy
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Middle School update
SAPOL Visits

Over the first few weeks of Term 2, the Year 7, 8 and 9 Middle School students have been involved in year
level assemblies which have been presented by members of Sturt SAPOL. The officers covered a number of
interesting topics aimed specifically at each year level. These topics included Cyberbullying, Cyber Safety,
Bullying/Harassment and Vaping. The officers shared interesting videos and general information with the
students.
The students really enjoyed the visits, which were held in the Creativity Centre shared space, asking many
questions and later sharing their thoughts and ideas through discussions in their Care Group classes.
A big thank you to Sophie and Matt from Sturt SAPOL for presenting these informative sessions to the Middle
School students over the three weeks.
Thyrza Veitch, Leader, Year 7 - 9 Learning Communities
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Student Achievement

Well done to the Year 7, 8 and 9 students who successfully achieved Academic Awards. Students who
received GPA’s of 85 to 89.9 received Academic Achievement Awards. Those students who achieved GPA’s
over 90 received Academic Excellence Awards. Students continue to be eager to improve their GPA’s and,
by setting achievable goals during their Care Group lessons, it has been wonderful to see this happening.
Congratulations to the following students – outstanding effort! These students should be very proud of their
efforts.
Stew Nancarrow, Leader, Year 7 - 9 Learning Communities

Jamie Aston
Jackson Cram
Summer Almond
Lilly Andrews
Callum Athey
Samira Barratt
Beau Briggs
Lila Brown
Emily Bryant
Zoe Bryant
Erin Buckham
Levi Carey-Keane

Year 7 Academic Achievement
Layla Darby
Walker Minnie
Sienna Jeffries
Scarlett Poole
Year 7 Academic Excellence
Hugh Cayzer
Issa Morris
Liu Fang
Kangwoo Park
Katilyn Fitzgerald
Sophie Parker
Lillian Fitzpatrick
Ellie Paulus
Chloe Geue
Lua Rudd
Scarlett Giorgio
Daniel Schober
Lilah Grigg
Jake Sexton
Ivy Lsuh
Aishath Shafeeu
Nabil Malallah
James Sheehy
Mia McAteer
Amber Smith

Imogen Sansome
Riley Stone
Madeleine Surmon
Hannah Sved
Alexis Vowles
Leah Weber
Liam Wicks
Jemima Williams
Haoran Yang
Luke Zanker
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Cohen Andrews
Rhiannon Borowski
Kate Cheshire
Sienna Aldridge
Channelle Alfar
Naomi Belton
Summer Bland
Zenix Chin
Matilda Eden
Charlotte Ellinger
Lucas Elliott
Charlie Franzway
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Year 8 Academic Achievement
Georgina Dupont
Mahalia Oxlade
Layla Morand
James Przibilla

Ethan Staude
Chelsea Taylor

Year 8 Academic Excellence
Sienna Giorgio
Clara Marie
Caitlin Harris
Talon Mark
Ruby Hough
Rosa Marks
Olivia Hughes
Cohen Martin
Jayden Jameson
Lachlan Martin
Maya Kinnane
Aden Mekawy
Yonatan Kolesnyk
Henry Mettner
Leonora Malallah
Jackson Muller
Asha Manfield
Lyla Newall

Finlay Offler
Yo Sakamoto
Lachlan Scott
Michael Sergeyev
Cody Shearer
Abby Sorella
Grace Starr
Liam Taylor
Georgia Vandenberg
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Rosemary Biju
Gabrielle Dacayana
Mackenzie Appleton
Lauren Armstrong
Chloe Brice
Tamika Brinias
Megan Bryant
Taylor Christinat
Eve Cowley
Lucy Duguid
Inara Eacott

Year 9 Academic Achievement
Ayde Hughes
Joshua Parker
Mikayla Kensen
Ben Raymont
Year 9 Academic Excellence
Sophia Elliott
Kevin Manjooran
Claire Farrell
Anna Palagyi
Haflidi Finnsson
Gabriella Phillips
Minh Anh Ha
Grace Riddle
William Haines
Charlotte Rungie
Skipp Heilbronn
Shu Sakamoto
Eleanor How
Georgia Smith
Zander King
Matilda Smith
Shi Ying Lim
Insha Solah

Bonnie Sinnott
Ella Wigglesworth
Grace Stevens
Lily Stockman
Blake Surmon
Sally Tavell
Zahra Thwaites
Lachlan Van Gerven
Kate Velisek
Claire Zanker
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Senior School update
Term 1 Awards

Congratulations to the following students who received award certificates for outstanding efforts through
Term 1.
Academic Excellence and Academic Achievement Awards
Well done to all of the students that received an Academic Excellence award for Term 1. These students
managed to achieve a Grade Point Average of 100 (all A grades). In addition to this, we also had a very large
number of students across Year 10 to 12 who received a Grade Point Average of 90 or higher. These students
were given Academic Achievement Certificates.
Below is the list of Academic Excellence and Academic Achievement winners from Years 10 and 11. Year 12
students will be awarded their certificates at their next assembly.

Sophie Cheshire
Eden Dale
Kaitlyn Aldridge
Hannah Angove
Temika Armstrong
James Augur
Bianca Brusic
Evelyn Cant
Alexandra Comitis
Katherine Crosby

Year 10 Academic Achievement
Elana Garard
Leani Van Der Berg
Breanna Trehearne
Amelie Vandenberg
Year 10 Academic Excellence
Saskia Fitzpatrick
Emily Kain
Amali Fox
Olivia King
Nathan General
Oscar Lewin
Chloe Grayson
Jack Maguire
Jessica Greenhalgh
Brodie Manfield
Rachel hartog
Carly Milsom
Ben Ivanovic
Charlotte Mohr
Mia Jephcott
Eleanor Natalier

Molly Williams

Lila Parker
Alexander Phillips
Alice Przibilla
Wilfred Reedman
Summer Ross
Leila Sansome
Matilda Sigley
Benjamin Wadham

Ashley Robinson, Kate Young and Matthew Loan, Senior School Leadership Team
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Holly Chatfield
Gemma Connoley
Lillian Argent
Casey Bailey
Lauren Buckham
Abbie Butler
Olivia De Luca
Ethan Fitzpatrick

Year 11 Academic Achievement
Sienna Duguid
Daniel Kolesnyk
Mia Freeman
Anna Twining
Year 11 Academic Excellence
Tyla Hancock
Jessica Laurie
Jesse Harris
Jenaya Leslie
Isabel Hobbs
Kelly McArdle
Isabelle Johnson
Jackson Moody
James Keating
Lucinda Natalier
Kyuri Kim
Olivia Paltridge

Caden Ratcliffe
Abbey Raymont
Ainsley Szymanskyj
Trae Tassell
Clara Wegner
Adam Zanker

Culture of Respect Awards
Our Culture of Respect Awards are nominated by Care Group teachers for students that continually display
positive attitudes to learning, effort and great attendance.
10A
10B
10C
10D
10E
10F
10G
10H

Mia Jephcott			
Alexandra Comitis		
Keith Greeneklee		
Eden Dale			
Nathan General		
Saskia Fizpatrick		
Eleanor (Xan) Natalier		
Oscar Lewin			

11A
11B
11C
11D
11E
11F
11G
11H

Charlotte Taylor
Caden Ratcliffe
Isabelle Johnson
Dakoda O’Shaunessy
Samantha Matson
Pippin Mudie
Jessica Laurie
Lillian Argent

Year 12 students will be awarded their certificates at their next assembly.
Ashley Robinson, Kate Young and Matthew Loan, Senior School Leadership Team
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Careers Expo

On Friday 6 May, a group of 17 students from the Stage 1 and 2 Workplace Practices classes and the Stage 2
Integrated Learning class, attended the Careers and Employment Expo at the Adelaide Showground. Several
other Blackwood High School students attended over the course of the two-day expo. The students had
access to interactive displays, competitions and information about a diverse range of vocations. Throughout
the day, students were able to interact and gain free career advice with representatives from:
• Adelaide University and the University of South Australia
• The Australian Defence Force
• Apprenticeship network providers MAS National and MEGT
• Registered Training Organisations, including;
o
TAFE SA
o
MADEC
o
ATEC
o
MTA
o
AIE
o
PEER
o
TAPS and many more
It was great to see Blackwood High School students engage in meaningful conversations about career
pathways with these representatives, collecting flyers, business cards and advice as they went. Students
regularly approached us throughout the day, excited to tell us about the information they had found. As
a result of discussions with RTO representatives, one student was offered a job trial for an apprenticeship
position and another gained valuable insight about how to best position himself for an apprenticeship once
completing Year 12. We hope to take a larger group of students next year.
Blackwood High School currently has around 65 students enrolled in VET courses at various locations across
the state, along with 10 students signed to Australian School-based Apprenticeships. More information
about VET pathways can be found at https://studentpathways.sa.edu.au/. Information about School-based
Apprenticeships and Traineeships and other career pathways can be found on our Blackwoodhighcareers.
com website. Alternatively, you can always book a time with Mr Andrew Cavallaro, Student Pathways and
Career Education Leader, to discuss your desired pathway.
Andrew Cavallaro, Leader, Student Pathways and Career Development and Laura Conley, Workplace
Practices Teacher
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International Programs update

We are excited to welcome more new International
students to the Study Abroad Program, beginning at
the end of Term 1. We have four new International
students from Japan, Germany, and France who have
joined or will join us this term. With the support of
our school staff and their buddy, they quickly settled
themselves in our school and joined many activities
during lunchtime or after school such as badminton,
table tennis and handball play.

Some of our current students had an exciting Term
1 holiday as they returned to their home countries
to see their families after being stuck in Australia for
three years due to COVID-19. They returned from
their trip feeling refreshed and well-rested, ready
to tackle another term of learning. We understand
how difficult it is for those students who haven’t had
the opportunity to visit their family in a long time,
to help maintain a healthy balance in their lives.
We will continue to support their personal health,
wellbeing and academic progress as they continue
to be a valued part of our Blackwood High School
learning community.
We are delighted to see our International students
grow in their leadership abilities. We have Tom
Nguyen and Kylie Kim on the International Education
Services Ambassador team, who look after the
welfare of International students in South Australia.
We hope that both long-term and short-term
International students continue to grow in our
community.
Jason Loke, Deputy Principal and Celine Huang,
International Students Support Officer
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Home Economics update
Year 7 Food Tech

This year has seen the Year 7 students cooking up a storm in the kitchen.
The first group have finished their unit of foods, and the second team are
achieving with flying colours. We have seen sliders, designer toasties, fried
rice, designer muffins and more, with all of our amazing young cooks looking
at sustainability and the presentation of their dishes. Many students made
wise decisions with their learning and produced excellent practical dishes.
Featured are some of our fine cooks’ efforts – Fried Rice with Soy Sauce and
Chilli Sauce and a Designer Muffin.

Year 9

This year, our Year 9 students became more competent in the kitchen
whilst using team work, organisation and nutritional concepts to design
and produce products. The Year 9 cohort have made client-based scones,
multicultural foods, and they are currently exploring design; using a cupcake
chosen and designed for a target market. Over the next two weeks, all the
Year 9 students will be able to showcase their final products. Below are
some products by Team 1.

Year 10

The Year 10 program centres around technical skill development. The
classes began with how to make a nutritional salad and researching the
requirements, then moved on to Choux pastry. Students needed to
design a current trend product that would be suitable to sell in a modern
patisserie. They did extremely well with design, flavours and presentation.
We had passionfruit laced products matched with white chocolate. Anyone
salivating right now? We are currently working on Cultural Pizzas…. watch
this space for the results that are being made this coming week.
Toni Hughes, Home Economics Teacher
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Year 11 and 12 Rotary Dinner Night

One of the most exciting parts of joining Blackwood
High School in Term 2 as a Pre-Service Teacher has
been the opportunity to see Year 11 and 12 Food and
Hospitality students step up to the challenge of catering
a sit-down dinner service for local Rotary members.
Students worked in four groups to deliver a menu of
slow cooked beef ragu with homemade pasta, gourmet
chicken schnitzel with lemon and thyme sauce,
chocolate brownie cheesecake, and a classic Italian
tiramisu. The food looked and tasted fantastic, and
students received rave reviews, but the real highlight
of the evening was seeing students working together
in the kitchen. From rolling out sheet after sheet of
handmade pasta, to creating multi-layered desserts
and delegating kitchen roles and responsibilities,
students had the opportunity to extend their culinary
techniques alongside their leadership and teamwork
skills. We’re so proud of students’ efforts and their
ability to bring their culinary creativity to life. It’s going
to be a hard night to beat.
Natasha Slee, Pre-Service Teacher
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Health and Physical Education update
Year 7/8 clinic

The Year 10/11 Girls Football class conducted a
coaching clinic for Year 7/8 girls on Friday 8 April. The
class divided into four stations concentrating on short
kicking, marking, handball, tackle bag bumping and
kicking for goals. Over 50 girls signed up for the clinic
and received some excellent basic skill instruction
and opportunity to build on their skills and have fun.

Physio visit

On 7 May, we welcomed our local physio and female
football coach, Damien Venning, for his annual
visit. Damien discussed injury prevention, injuries
most common to females and demonstrated the
importance of a strong core through the use of his
ultra sound machine. The class appreciated Damien’s
research on female injury rate improvement over
recent years.

Girls Football ‘friendly’ vs Seaview HS

On 17 May, our Girls Football class had a ‘friendly’
game against Seaview High School. We were lucky
to dodge the showers but conditions were slippery.
Our team looked great, wearing our new guernseys
for the first time. We transferred our style into the
game, winning convincingly 18-5 (113) to 5-5 (35).
Charlotte Taylor kicked 6 goals with 2 each to Beth
and Matilda Sigley and Jess Greenhalgh and singles
to Maya Harvey, Charlize Hough, Lara Higgins,
Summer Ross, Kaitlyn Aldridge and Gemma Bruche.
Best players were judged to be Charlotte Taylor, Beth
Sigley, Carly Milsom and Summer Ross. Some our
less experienced football players showed some flair
including Lila Parker, Bella Lawson, Jess Greenlalgh
and Maya Harvey. Our next challenge is Open Knock
Out against Mercedes College and Henley High
School.
Janet Bradley, Girls Football teacher
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Sports update

Mountain Biking Championships

On Friday 6 May, Blackwood High School entered five teams into the Mountain Bike Championships at
Craigburn Farm Trails. The teams represented the school fantastically over a challenging course. Weather
on the day made for tough riding with showers throughout the day and a top of 12 degrees meaning jackets
were a must.
Summary of Results
Year 7/8 Boys
Year 9/10
41st / 82
5th / 48
Zachary Harrison
Casper Brettig
Tain O’Keefe
Jett Pearce

Hugo Livingston
Oliver Dupont
Taylor Christinat
Luca Parkes

Year 11/12 Boys
Team 1
1st / 23
Cade Somerville
Jarrod Scutchings
Connor Scroop

Year 11/12 Boys
Team 2
2nd / 23
Nicholas Gray
Aiden Moran
James How

Year 11/12 Boys
Team 3
21st / 23
Dillon Somerville

Interschool Athletics

On Wednesday 13 April, Blackwood High School competed at the Interschool Athletics at SA Athletics Stadium
in the A2 Division. A nice warm day greeted us as we arrived. For most events students qualified using their
time ran or distance thrown on Athletics Day in Term 1. This year especially, all students should be commended
for their versatility on being asked to do events on the day of competition due to absences. Students were
willing to adapt to requests asked of them. Thrown out of their comfort zone, students competed to the best
of their ability and made the whole school proud.
Blackwood Boys finished in third spot with 481 points. Blackwood Girls finished in fouth spot with 417 point.
Overall, Blackwood finished in second spot with a combined 898 points which was only 17 points off from
winning the division. This is a fantastic effort.
The full list of individual results can be found here - https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/
files/2022-a-grade-track-and-field-individual-placings.pdf
Justin Callahan, Sports Officer
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Student Wellbeing Team update
Small Acts of Kindness Can Change Someone’s Day
The Student Wellbeing Team supports the
promotion of positive student wellbeing and the
development of ‘community’ at Blackwood High
School so all students feel safe and supported.

This year, the team have been exploring the ‘Power
and Potential of Kindness’. As ANZAC Day was in
the April holidays we decided, on the first day of
Term 2 when all Year 7 to 12 students returned
to school, they be given an ANZAC biscuit during
Care Group along with an explanation outlining
the significance of the ANZAC Day biscuit. Some
of the students were not aware of the history
of the biscuit and found this to be interesting.
Students were very appreciative of the gesture
and welcomed the fact that this was an act of kindness and expressed how, ‘it made them feel good inside’.
Overall, we believe this was is a fantastic initiative, with many students actively participating in the exercise.
By setting an example of kindness, both students and staff will be inspired to show kindness to others not
only at school but also in the greater community.
Faith Ramesh and Liam Southern, Year 11 Prefects

Oh Snap!
Depth of Field
Liam Southern
Year 11 Natural Light Photography

Blackwood Reconciliation Walk

Each year, Blackwood Reconciliation Group host their annual Reconciliation Walk, starting at the Blackwood
Roundabout and walking to Colebrook Reconciliation Park. This year, the walk will take place on Sunday 29
May from 11:30am. The Blackwood community are invited to join in on the walk.
The Colebrook Song, included in our Colebrook Film that some Blackwood High students were part of, was
written in memory of the Children of Colebrook. Blackwood Reconciliation Group are inviting the community
to be part of singing this song at the conclusion of the walk and would love to hear as many voices as possible.
For more information about the walk and the song, please visit:
Reconciliation Walk Event on Facebook https://fb.me/e/1N6zB96qr
Music and lyrics for The Colebrook Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2fWmoeuGoU
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Languages update
Languages Matters

During Term 1, Year 7 and 8 German and Japanese students endeavoured to answer the question: Why do
languages matter? In groups, students unpacked information, gathered quotes and shared their opinions. All
students entered the Languages Matters competition to create a poster informing others on the benefits of
language learning. Congratulations to the winners below.

Japanese Club

This year, the Languages Curriculum team have started a Japanese
Lunch Club. Students from all year levels have been welcomed
into the Japanese classroom and have participated in activities
including Japanese games, origami and mindfulness. To celebrate
Kodomo ni hi (Children’s Day), students made origami samurai hats
for a koi fish display.
Sarah Andrews, Leader, Languages
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English/HASS update
Year 7 History and Ancient Egypt

Ms Holt’s class is researching Ancient Egypt and various aspects of their culture. After developing a knowledge
and understanding of the Ancient Egyptian death and burial customs, the students had a go at making their
class mates into Mummies. Here is what they came up with!
Meri Holt, Humanities Teacher

Year 8 English/HASS Interdisciplinary Unit

In Term 1, Year 8 students investigated Medieval Europe and the Bubonic Plague as part of their English/HASS
interdisciplinary unit. The 50 word stories below showcase students’ creativity, and understanding of the
Bubonic Plague in Europe. Thank you to Francine White for developing and sharing this activity, and thank
you Hamish Russack for sharing the wonderful work your students produced. Please enjoy the stories, but be
warned - students have done an impressive job of capturing the bleak mood of the time!
Oh God, only a miracle could save us. There are terrible diseases that have arrived at my village, dead and
infected people are covering the base of the ground. There is no one left but me. London is empty!!!!! I am
covered in these hard wounds, feeling hot then cold.
Taasha
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The Black Death
I knew it was far too late,
There would be no going back,
Every inch of my body ached,
As my fingers turned black.
My head started to spin and whir,
The constant intense pain so severe,
As almost everything became a blur,
I sighed and watched the world disappear.
Summer
Day in and day out, I stuff my mask with herbs, grab my cloak, my stick and wander the streets of plagueridden London. I see many who are infected, many who are dying and will simply end up in a grave. I weep at
the site of the plagued people.
James
Every day hundreds of people are buried, and I am constantly in terror of joining them in their death beds. I
am forced to conclude that soon I will probably join them, but first I need to give my final will to my son in the
hope he will survive.
Cohen
The smell of death gathers around me as I walk through the streets of London. The sound of screams in the
silence traveling with the wind and the scurrying of rats scuttering through the towns. 60% of the population,
gone, how long before it’s my turn? The clock is ticking.
Caitlin
Jess Rogers, Leader, English

Ngarrindjeri Guest Speaker Week 10

On Monday 4 April, Blackwood High School hosted
Mark Koolmatrie from Kool tours who spoke to the
entire Year 10 cohort about his experience growing
up in Australia and the experience of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples since colonisation. This
session has set our Year 10 students up for their next
unit in History which covers Rights and Freedoms.
Mark provided an authentic perspective on these
issues and asked a number of tough questions of our
Year 10 students. He also discussed his community,
Raukkan’s, ongoing struggle to have the land that they
live on handed back to the Ngarrindjeri people. His
mixture of both modern and historical perspectives
provided a strong groundwork for our Year 10 students
moving forward. We appreciate Mark giving up his time
to come and speak with our students.
Ben Phillips, Leader, HASS
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The benefits of reading for pleasure
The benefits of reading for pleasure extend beyond increased proficiency in all aspects of literacy. Reading
for pleasure has many non-literacy benefits too. It can increase empathy, improve relationships with others,
give a sense of greater connection to the wider community, reduce the symptoms of depression, and
improve general wellbeing throughout life. Reading increases a person’s understanding and sense of their
own identity, and gives them an insight into perspectives and viewpoints of others. (Adapted from The Book
Trust booktrust.org.uk). For students who may be struggling with the changes and stresses of teenage life,
reading can be another form of self-care.
To encourage reading for pleasure, and to support students in Years 7 to 9 completing the Premier’s Reading
Challenge, the Resource Centre has been developing its collection of novels specifically suited to the interests
of younger teens. Recent acquisitions include titles by favourite authors such as Enid Blyton, Roald Dahl, R.L.
Stine and David Walliams, and selected short-listed finalists from the Children’s Book Council of Australia
awards. If you cannot find your favourites on our shelves, please let us know.
A big congratulations to students who have already completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge. Based on
feedback from teachers, next newsletter I will be able to announce the first classes to complete the challenge
and win a Pizza party at the end of Term 3!
Keep reading!
Keira James, Teacher-Librarian
Writing is perhaps the greatest of human inventions, binding together people who never knew each other,
citizens of distant epochs. Books break the shackles of time.
A book is proof that humans are capable of working magic.
Carl Sagan
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Inspiring Achievement and Respect

Metro Cards

When travelling to and from school by public transport please ensure you have sufficient balance on your
Metro Card. This will help avoid the embarrassment of having to explain the lack of funds on your card to
either a driver or a ticket inspector and risk receiving a fine as a result.
A friendly reminder that masks are mandated on Public Passenger Transport as per SA Health Guidelines.
Please ensure that your child is wearing a mask whilst on these services before and after school.
Student Metro cards can be registered and automatically topped up via a linked bank account using the
Adelaide Metro website as per the following links below;
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Register
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Recharge
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Auto-recharge
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Calendar Dates

Friday 17 June
Principal’s Tour 9am

Monday 25 July
STUDENT FREE DAY

Wednesday 25 May
STUDENT FREE DAY

Monday 20 to Friday 24 June
Year 10 Work Experience
Stage 1 Exams

Tuesday 26 July
First day of Term 3

Thursday 26 May
Principal’s Tour 9am

Tuesday 21 June
Governing Council Meeting 6pm

Friday 27 May
Principal’s Tour 9am

Friday 24 June
End of Semester 1

Friday 27 May to Friday 3 June
National Reconciliation Week

Monday 27 June
Start of Semester 2

Monday 13 June
QUEENS BIRTHDAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Friday 1 July
Principal Tour 9am

Term 2
Tuesday 24 May
Year 10 Immunisations

Tuesday 14 June
STUDENT FREE DAY

Tuesday 9 August
Year 10 Immunisations
Governing Council Meeting 6pm
Monday 22 to Friday 26 August
Year 10-11 Subject Confirmation
(by appointment)
Monday 5 September
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY

Friday 8 July
Last day of Term 2
2:10pm Dismissal

School Contacts
Student Absences: bhsstudent.absence450@schools.sa.edu.au
Student Wellbeing Centre: 8278 0900 or see website for staff email contacts

