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From the Principal
School Improvement
The Department for Education has a 10-year strategic
plan to provide world-class public education by 2028.
This is an ambitious vision but one that our children
and young people truly deserve. The first three
years of the Department’s improvement agenda has
focused on embedding a new school improvement
model into practice. This model has greatly influenced
our improvement agenda at Blackwood High School.
On Thursday 18 March, I attended a state-wide
Leaders’ Day where the Chief Executive (CE), Rick
Persse, spoke about the next stage of the Department’s
improvement focus, which is to accelerate student
achievement across the state from ‘good to great’.
The CE acknowledged the growth in student learning
outcomes over the last three years and spoke about
the importance of maintaining focus and ‘staying
the course’ if we are to collectively achieve the
Department’s vision.
For Blackwood High School, this requires us to be
relentless in continuing our intentional, targeted
approach to whole school improvement. This is not
about working harder or doing more but getting
better at what we do. As a staff, we will continue to
collaborate and learn from each other, ensure our
learning is informed by evidence-based best practice
and maintain momentum to embed agreed strategies
into practice so that we provide high quality teaching
and learning at Blackwood High School.

The middle session provided staff with a range of
workshops delivered by our teaching staff. These
workshops provided opportunities for our teachers
to share teaching strategies that cater for the range
of learners in their classes.
The afternoon session was a time for Curriculum
Teams to reflect on and share the learnings from the
day, to discuss implications for planning and teaching
practice and to plan forward.
2021 Governing Council
The Governing Council AGM was held on Tuesday 2
March. The 2020 Annual Report was presented and
endorsed at the meeting. This report is now available
on the school website, along with the 2019 – 2021
School Improvement Plan which the Governing
Council endorsed earlier this year.
It was wonderful to have new parents/caregivers
attend the AGM and nominate to join the Governing
Council. Congratulations to the following parents/
caregivers elected to join the Governing Council for a
two-year tenure:
• Matthew Cheshire
• Julia Barry

Thank you to the following parents/caregivers who
will continue on the Governing Council for one more
year:
• Kate Bishop		
• Melissa Brown
• Di Edwards		
• Kerryn Page
Student Free Day - Friday 8 March
• Tim Peters		
• Selina Treloar
Our second Student Free Day for this year focused on • Gerald Westbrook • Andrew Wright
Goal 1 and 2 in our Improvement Plan: differentiated
teaching strategies and the explicit teaching of Also, thank you to Matthew Cheshire who was elected
subject specific vocabulary.
as the new Chair of the Governing Council.
During the morning session, a guest speaker from the
Department for Education facilitated a whole staff
workshop on the explicit teaching of subject specific
vocabulary. Teachers explored a number of key
strategies and will now intentionally embed these
into teaching programs and practice.

On behalf of the Blackwood High School Community,
thank you to retiring Governing Council members
Dan Johnson, Jacinta Walton and Megan Resch for
their service and support of our wonderful school.

Staffing Update
I will be on leave for personal reasons for all of Term 2. Jason Loke, Deputy Principal, will be the Principal
while I am on leave and we are currently working through a process to fill the Deputy Principal position.
Facilities Update
The refurbished Middle school space, formally the MSLC, is complete and has been handed over to the
school. We will spend the next few weeks setting up classrooms ready for Middle School classes to move into
this space next term, which is very exciting. Students will be very surprised to see how different it looks – so
much lighter and brighter with a range of flexible spaces for students and teachers to work in.
The new build, at the back of the school, is progressing quickly and is well on track for completion in Term 3.
The redevelopment of the Senior School outdoor learning space has taken much longer than planned due to
a number of unexpected issues. We hope that this will be finished early next term.
The school has also made the decision to build a new Canteen as the current Canteen has a number of
WHS issues and the current layout will not cope with increasing student enrolments. The Canteen will be
demolished during the school holidays with building to occur throughout Term 2. We are hopeful to have the
new Canteen operational in Term 3.
The Canteen will continue to provide a recess and lunch service throughout Term 2. However students will
need to order their recess and lunch using the Qkr app. There will not be food items for sale at recess and
lunchtime. It will be important for students to ensure they order their lunch using the Qkr ordering process
or bring enough food from home to get them through the day.
As part of this building program, we will also have a new modern conference room attached to the Canteen
facility.
Finally, as we approach the Term 1 school holidays, I wish students a safe and restful break. To our families,
keep well and I look forward to catching up again in Term 3.
Sharon Goldman, Principal

Blackwood High School High Achievers
•

Congratulations to Zac Washington, in Year 11, who
competed in the State Track and Field Championships
from 27 to 28 February 2021. He competed in six events
and came first in U20 3000m steeplechase, U20 javelin
and second in U20 discus, U20 pole vault and U20 400m
hurdles. He also came fourth in the U20 long jump.
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Blackwood High School in 1961
As mentioned in the first newsletter for this year, Blackwood High School is 60 years old this year. Below is a
summary of the school’s development for Term 1 in 1961. This was back when we had three longer school
terms across the year. The extract is from the Blackwood High School 1962 school magazine.
The School 1961
As this is the first magazine issued by the Blackwood High School, it is pertinent that we briefly review the
history of the school during its first year of existence.
February
The school opened on the 7th; despite the fact that the buildings and surrounds were not nearly finished,
we were able to start lessons as scheduled. The first day was noted for the train strike which necessitated
emergency transport arrangements for those students who travelled from hills areas. Overnight, about a half
an inch of rain turned the area into a sticky quagmire for the second day, an eventful opening. The first ten
prefects of the school were elected from amongst the second year students.
March
The school took possession of a piano. Students were divided into four houses, which were later named after
four local residents, Ashby, Madigan, Russell and Mills. A meeting of over eighty parents formed the first P
and F Association for the school.
April
By now most of the surrounds were bitumenised, and the school was functioning normally. The School
Council inaugurated a bold scheme to raise the necessary finance for the provision of sporting and other
facilities for the school. Tennis and cricket teams began to represent the school in Inter-School competitions.

Blackwood High School Main Building 1964

Learners Permit Letters

Please note there is a 24 hour turnaround when requesting the letter required for proof of identity when
sitting for your Learner’s Permit.
Please advise the Student Wellbeing Centre when this letter is required, however please do so with enough
notice.
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Student Learning Progress Conversations
Student Learning Progress Conversations present a significant opportunity for teachers to meet and discuss
student learning progress with parents/caregivers and their child(ren). It also gives students an opportunity
to display learner agency and take personal responsibility for their learning progress.
In 2021, thankfully we can return to face-to-face meetings. These will be hosted across the afternoons of
Wednesday 7 and Thursday 8 April. To facilitate this process for 2021 and adhere to COVID regulations, we
will split across two spaces: Senior Learning Centre and the Imagination Centre. Staff will be organised in
alphabetical order, by surname, in these two areas. Parents/Caregivers will use Daymap to make bookings to
see subject teachers. Information on how to do this has already been emailed to all families, including more
details on how the conversations are structured.
It is important for students to be part of these conversations so that everyone is on the same page when it
comes to supporting students to achieve personal excellence. In the lead up to these conversations, encourage
your child to reflect on their learning this term. Some suggested conversation starters are:
• In what ways have you improved your learning in your subjects?
• What expectations do you set for yourself in your subjects? Achievement? Behavioural?
• What’s one thing you are happy with in your learning so far?
• What’s one thing you know you still need to improve in your learning?
• What has worked well so far that you should keep doing to achieve personal excellence?
• What hasn’t worked well this term that you need to remember to change?
• Is there something you wish your teachers knew about you and your approaches to learning?
I look forward to meeting many of you across the two nights and hearing about the learning progress that
your child(ren) are making.
Jason Loke, Deputy Principal

STYMIE Launch
All students across each year level attended
a presentation about a new platform for
students to report harmful behaviours
anonymously. Stymie allows our school
community to report family violence,
bullying, illegal activity, cyberbullying,
self-harm, poor online behaviours, suicide
ideations, sexual harassment and other
types of harm to themselves, their peers
and their school communities. Rather
than trying to work against peer pressure,
Stymie equips Blackwood High School with a tool that recognises the nuanced nature of peer relationships
by providing security and anonymity to bystanders. The anonymous nature of the notification system makes
students feel safe enough to share important, life-changing information.
To kick this off, Blackwood High School held a launch day with Rachael Downie, the program’s founder,
educator, social entrepreneur and 2020 Queensland Australian of the Year. Rachael delivered a powerful and
emotive presentation that focused on being a caring and responsible person both in the online and face to
face world. All participants were addressed about empathy, kindness and the consequences of bystanding
behaviours. Rachael outlined the Stymie technology and process and the emphasis on responsible usage of
the platform. Students can use Stymie anytime they need and it is available directly from the Blackwood High
School website, intranet and at stymie.com.au
Michael Winter, Student Wellbeing Leader
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School TV
Blackwood High School is proud to announce the introduction of School TV. This is available
on the school’s home page.
SchoolTV is a streamlined, aggregated wellbeing platform for schools and parents/caregivers
addressing the modern-day realities of raising safe, happy and resilient young people using
credible, sound information whilst offering realistic and practical strategies.
SchoolTV publishes a minimum of 10 new editions annually, adding to the growing archive.
Each edition of SchoolTV:
• is either on a specific topic or in the form of a special report.
• includes interviews with Australian and New Zealand leading experts and researchers in youth wellbeing.
• includes content from specialists in their respective fields providing hours of relevant and practical
information, broken into bite-size, easily digestible, pieces of information.
• includes video quiz, fact-sheets, articles and a host of other aggregated resources such as apps, books,
websites and additional videos.
Special reports take on a different format to topics. Special reports are produced in response to current day
events, such as Coronavirus or the Christchurch tragedy, offering parents/caregivers guidance and practical
strategies on how best to approach or discuss such issues with their kids.
Some of the topics include Raising Boys, School Refusal, Resilience, Positive Parenting and many more topics.
Special report topics include A Conversation about Consent, Starting Year 7, Having the Alcohol Discussion
and many more.
Sue Richards, Assistant Principal Middle School

Middle School update

Adelaide University extended an invitation for a small
cohort of Year 9 students to attend a campus day in the city.
24 students eagerly accepted this and were treated to an
engaging presentation about University life, a wonderful
tour of the beautiful campus and two interactive workshops.
Our students participated in a mock referendum that saw a
definitive ‘no vote’ win for reducing the voting age to 16,
despite an insightful argument prepared by the affirmative
team. They also scrambled to identify different types
of polymers that may contribute to plastic in the ocean
outweighing fish by 2050, if the use of this material doesn’t
change. It was an exceptional day with much discussion
generated about student futures. Thank you to Sue Richards
and Charlotte Twizell for organising this inspirational visit to
Adelaide University.
Kimberly Steele, Leader, Personalised Learning
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Year 8 Camp
In Week 4, Year 8 students went off to Zdantari
Campsite in Yankalilla to participate in a range
of activities including snorkelling, raft building,
go-carting and egg catapulting. The camp had
a focus of getting to know one another and
building relationships. Night activities ranged
from mini-Olympics, quiz night and sunset walk.
Students reported they enjoyed the camp, only
wishing it were longer!
Year 8 camp was really fun, and really inclusive.
I’m not a super social person, but I met lots of
new people, and learnt new things, like how to
build a go-cart. The food was awesome too. I
really enjoyed the 2021 Year 8 Camp.
Introducing Middle School Learning Community Student Leaders
This year, Middle School Student Leadership have welcomed eight Learning Community Student Leaders.
These students applied and have been successful in this process to represent their peers for 2021. Students
will work alongside the Learning Cultures and Student Wellbeing Teams and identify areas they’d like to
focus on to build positive school culture and student voice. We look forward to working with these students!
Nathan General
Twinkle Gomes
Daniel Heward
Olivia King
Nduati Mwangi
Paige Partridge
Charlotte Rungie
Dhrithi Vemulapalli
Open Night
On 15 March, Year 8 students were
involved in Open
Night, running a Q and A panel where they shared their insights to prospective students about high school.
They talked about how they felt moving from primary to high school, what not to ‘worry’ about and the
things they’ve been enjoying. Students involved did a fantastic job with parents/caregivers and primary
students appreciating their perspectives.
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GRIP excursion
On Tuesday 16 March, Year 11 Prefects, along with some of our Year 8,9 and 10 Student Leaders, headed into
the Entertainment Centre to attend the GRIP Student Leadership Conference. Brodie Mansfield commented;
the conference was very fun and provided us with some great new ideas to bring back to the school. I’m sure
we are all excited to bring back some of the stuff we learnt and use it in order to add some more fun to the
school. Nathan General said; The knowledge that we gained at the conference will help us to better engage
our school community in events, and as a team of leaders, remain motivated to deliver promises and create
positive change in the school. I look forward to students sharing these ideas.
Year 8 Harmony Day Assembly
On Monday 22 March, Year 8 students celebrated Harmony Day with a student-led assembly. Harmony
Day provides us with the opportunity to celebrate Australia’s diversity. Today in Australia nearly 25% of
our population was born overseas and at Blackwood High School, nearly 20% of our students were born in
another country. Assembly items included international student; Anh HA performing: “Bonjour Vietnam”
composed by Marc Lavoine as well as camp photos, student leaders and a video of students sharing their
thoughts about ‘Why does everyone belong at BHS’. Well done to all those students involved.
Charlotte Twizell, Stew Nancarrow and Thyrza Veitch, Year 7 - 9 Learning Community Leaders

Harmony Day

Harmony Day is on 21 March to coincide with the United Nations International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination. The message of Harmony Day is ‘everyone belongs’. It’s a day to celebrate Australia’s
diversity – a day of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia home and provides a great opportunity
for students to learn that not only do they share common ground with other cultures, but also that our
differences make Australia a special place to live. Blackwood High School celebrated on Monday 22 March
at the Year 8 Assembly. All students were invited to wear a touch of orange with their uniform. Orange is the
colour chosen to represent Harmony Day. Traditionally, orange signifies social communication and meaningful
conversations. It also relates to the freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual respect. Additionally,
the Student Wellbeing Leadership Team have organised a competition to coincide with the celebrations. The
Harmony Day Poster Competition is open to all Blackwood High School students in 2021. Submitted artwork
must be the student’s original creation! Entries can be made from any traditional media, including pastel, oil
pastels, pen, pencil, charcoal, acrylics, watercolour, oils, mixed media or collage. Entries close: Thursday 1
April and the theme is ‘Everyone Belongs’.
Argie Buesnel, Student Wellbeing Leader
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Home Economics update
We are very excited to be back cooking each week with our students. We have redesigned our Year 8, 9 and
10 courses to enable more student choice in the food practicals and assessment tasks; with these changes
made in consultation with our students.
Our Year 8 students have been focusing on safe food handling skills, including Mise en place, and why it is
important. They have also been exploring the Australian Dietary Guidelines to healthy eating.
Our Year 9 students are currently working on exploring multiculturalism and how it has influenced the
Australian cuisine, with a lively discussion about what constitutes the Australian cuisine.
The Year 10 students have been focusing on technical skill development; the students are currently exploring
choux pastry, which has resulted in them using a design matrix to create their own food choice.
The Year 11 students Food and Hospitality class are exploring how “Bush Tucker” can be incorporated into
a range of different dishes and have been testing some of these recipes. Students created spiced kangaroo,
wattle seed damper and saltbush cookies. They are currently working on catering a meal for the Blackwood
Rotary Club, which provides an authentic experience as to what the food and hospitality industry can be like.
The Year 11 Child Studies students have been exploring why parents/caregivers are unable to take their
child’s photo at school events and debating reasons for this.
The Year 12 Child Studies class have been creating healthy lunch foods for young children that are suitable
to be served in a school canteen and providing detailed reasons as to why their selected foods are suitable.
The Child Studies classes are excited to be able to visit our Blackwood Primary School Reception and Year 1
buddies. We look forward to visiting, and having our Junior Primary buddies visiting us, more often this year.
Sue Richards and Toni Hughes, Home Economics teachers
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Senior School update

It is hard to believe that we are already at the end of March. It seems as though we only started the year just
yesterday. When I look back however, there has been so much going on within the Senior School. Here is a
quick snapshot of the past four weeks.
Senior Student Leadership Team
On 23 February, we had a whole school assembly with Leadership as the theme. At this assembly we had
our Dux of 2020, Dylan Drakos, come back to be acknowledged for his fantastic achievements last year. Dylan
received an ATAR of 96.3 but after scaling and adjustments it was 99.2. This made him easily eligible to get
into a Bachelor of Engineering in Architecture (Honours) at Adelaide University. We are extremely proud of
Dylan’s efforts and wish him all the best for a very bright future.
At the assembly, we also inducted our Senior School Leadership Team. Our newly appointed Head Prefects
and Prefects were introduced to the school community and our Head Prefects ran the assembly. Our Senior
School Leadership team are as follows:
Head Prefects – Mikayla Heddle and Laura Jade
Deputy Head Prefects – Mya Drakos and Josiah Hor
Prefects – Juliette Paice, Charlie Scutchings, Paige Harrison, Aretha Byrne-Ockerby, Wesley Collingwood, Jye
Lemmers, Sean Sam and Laila Scappara
We were also happy to announce, for the first time, our Year 10 Student Leaders. The leaders are Emily Sich,
Michael Holota, Ella Holmes, Mia Jukic, Francine Rudd, Ebonee Adams, Lauren Buckham, Lillian Argent, Faith
Ramesh
Our Senior School Leadership Team have already been put to work with many attending the GRIP Leadership
Conference or the National Young Leaders Day at the Entertainment Centre.
Save a life Drivers Program
On Wednesday 17 March, we held the Save a Life Parent Evening. The Save a Life Foundation is funded by
the Bendigo Bank and is focused on giving tips and information to keep our young people safe as they embark
on their journey of getting their Driver’s licence. The main part of the Save a Life Program is for students to
take part in a session where they get to experience a simulator that will place them in a variety of dangerous
situations and then gives them the opportunity to discuss how they will handle themselves. All Year 10
students will be able to take part in this in November.
The Parent/Caregiver evening focused on what it is to be a good driving supervisor for our Learner driver
children, how to choose a good driving instructor and how to select a car that will keep our children safe.
The presenter also outlined what he’ll be going through with our students when he runs the sessions at the
school later in the year. It was a really valuable session for the parents/caregivers involved and will hopefully
go a long way towards keeping our children safe as they take to the roads in the next year.
Year 12 Formal
The Year 12 Formal was held on 5 March at the Hilton Hotel. It was amazing to see all of our Year 12 students
dressed to impress and we loved seeing them have such a great time. The dance floor was packed for most
of the night and the photo booth got a thorough workout. Congratulations to Matthew Loan and Susan
Carraill who did a fantastic job organising the event. I must also congratulate the Student Formal Committee
for all of the work they did in making the night a success. They did an amazing job organising menus, table
placements, decorations and playlists. Well done girls!!
Ashley Robinson, Assistant Principal Senior School
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Young Leaders Day
Wednesday 17 March 2021, was Young Leader’s Day, in which our Senior Head Prefect Team attended a seminar
hosted by ‘Halogen’. A variety of speakers commented on their experiences, promoting the perseverance of
leadership whilst enacting advice and answering questions from young leaders. The conference hall was
filled with students from numerous year levels ranging from primary school to high school and speakers as
prestigious as Hiew Van Le, the current Governor General of South Australia, to famous musician/children’s
story writer, Josh Pyke to Lachie Smart, who was the youngest Australian to fly around the world. The students
of Blackwood High School learned that failure leads to opportunity, and that falling short isn’t a failure and
you begin to learn from mistakes.
I like how all students were involved, cooperative, and engaging with activities and listening intentively to
speeches. Laura
I liked how each speaker kept going with their lives and none of them gave up at all, achieving through
persistence. Mya
I loved the dance ice-breakers sessions in between talks as they helped engaged students promoting learning.
Josiah
Josiah Hor, Deputy Head Prefect
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Personalised Learning update
MacqLit
I am pleased to announce that MacqLit is now
being delivered at Blackwood High School. We
commenced late last year with purchase of the
system and training of staff. The confidence and
skills gained for students in this inaugural group
has been very rewarding already.
MacqLit is an explicit and systematic reading
intervention program for small groups of older
low-progress readers and is ideal for students
who fall in the bottom 25% of a standardised
reading test or curriculum-based measure, and
who have particular difficulties in the area of
word recognition. It is a small group program that requires a commitment from families and students to
attend three sessions per week at school with daily reading to gain the full benefit of the program.
Students for this program are being identified from school data, assessment report recommendations and
perform a series of reading and word recognition tests to check eligibility.
If your child meets criteria, parents/caregivers will be contacted for consent to participate in the program. If
you think your child may be a suitable candidate for this program, please contact me via email. The school is
hoping to commence two additional groups in Term 2.
Lego Robotics Therapy at Blackwood High School
The school is currently participating in a research study that is a
collaboration between Griffith University, Flinders University and
Autism SA. The purpose of the study is to see if participation in an eight
week LEGO Robotics Therapy reduces anxiety levels and improves
social skills, motivation and engagement.
Students work in teams of three to perform specific roles (engineer,
supplier and builder) to build a Lego model, using the Mindstorms EV3
Robotics Kit. It runs for one hour per week for eight weeks.
The school has two teams this term and hope to have another two
teams in Term 2. Students need to be a client of Autism SA with parent/
caregiver consent to participate in this study.
Please contact me via email if you think your child may be eligible and interested in participating in this trial.
Kimberly Steele, Leader, Personalised Learning
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Whole School Athletics Carnival
This year’s Whole School Athletics Carnival was held on Friday 26 February. The house spirit and rivalry
were strong again with students dressing up in the ‘Sixties’ theme and proudly wearing their house colours.
Student leadership was again a feature of the day with House Captains taking on a range of roles both in
preparing for and during the carnival.
Congratulations to the following student leaders for their leadership roles.
ASHBY
Charlie Scutchings, Lachlan Hollands, Lily Whitcombe, Paige Harrison
MADIGAN
Aiden Grayson, Chloe Cameron, Jaime-Lee Dean, Jamilla Hartogh-Jennings
MILLS
Brayden Vasey, Chloe Hodge, James Hackett, Jordan Rowley
RUSSELL
Ben Burbridge, Kelsey Clare, Seth Billing, Toby Russell
Throughout the day, there were a number of incredible team and individual performances. Congratulations
to the following students on winning their respective age group trophies:
U/14 Girls
U/14 Boys
U/15 Girls
U/15 Boys
U/16 Girls
U/16 Boys
U/21 Girls
U/21 Boys
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Ruby Ling 		
Levi Haddad 		
Sophie Cheshire
Sam Burbridge		
Chelsea Dredge
Lachlan Rudd		
Charlie Scutchings
Zac Washington

Madigan
Russell
Mills
Russell
Russell
Russell
Ashby
Russell
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A number of records were broken during the carnival. Congratulations to the following students who broke
a record on the day.
U15 Girls 100m		
Sophie Cheshire 13.20s		
(previous record 14.1s)
U15 Boys Discus		
Samuel Burbridge 47.3m		
(previous record 39.21m)
U15 Boys Shot Put		
Samuel Burbridge 13.8m		
(previous record 12.36m)
U16 Girls Shot Put		
Charlotte Taylor 9.05m		
(previous record 8.96m)
U16 Girls High Jump		
Jamilla Hartogh-Jennings 1.43m
equalled previous record
U15 Girls 200m		
Sophie Cheshire 28.46s		
(previous record 30.44s)
U15 Boys Javelin		
Samuel Burbridge 36.36m		
(previous record 28.2m)
U21 Boys 400m		
Xavier Poole 55.99s			
(previous record 56.11s)
U15 Girls 4x100m		
1:00.88s				
(previous record 1:01.36)
Team consisted of Sophie Cheshire, Holly Coombes, Charlize Hough, Tahlia Clark
The participation by students was again very high with students taking advantage of earning a point for their
team by simply having a go and earning extra points for a top eight finish in each event. This year’s carnival
was extremely tight with only 121 points between first and last. Congratulations to Russell for winning the
2021 Athletics Carnival.
1st
Russell		
1,412 pts
2nd Madigan
1,383 pts
3rd
Mills		
1,307 pts
4th
Ashby		
1,291 pts
Well done to all students and staff for making the day enjoyable and successful. Students are now preparing
to compete in A2 Division in the Annual Interschool Athletics Carnival held at SA Athletics Stadium on
Wednesday 31 March. 							
Peta Maher, Leader, Health and Physical Education
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Sports update
Statewide competitions

Year 8/9 Boys Cricket
The Year 8/9 team played Brighton Secondary School
in the first round. Brighton Secondary School won the
toss and chose to bat. We got off to a great start in the
field with a run out in the first over. This was backed
up with another two run outs later in the innings.
Strong bowling performances from A Homersham
(3/9), W Manning (2/5), J Scholz (1/5) and T Berndt
(1/8) kept Brighton SS to a low total. Needing 57 to
win, composure with the bat was needed to ensure
we got through the run chase. T Berndt (29*) and L
Sorella (20) helped make light work of the total to send us through to the next round.
Next up we played Seaview High School. Bowling first again, we reduced Seaview High School to a total of
7/71 on the back of strong bowling performances of P McGinn (2/8), J Scholz (1/9) and H Scholz (1/10). The
team also fielded well with another three run outs to help keep momentum. Blackwood High School chased
down the total in the 14th over. Best of the batters for our school were L Sorella (47), L Benson (30), W
Lemmey (25).
Our Semi Final was against Woodcroft College and, once again, we were sent out to bowl. An early wicket to
T Berndt was just the start we were looking for. After that, Woodcroft College got themselves set and looked
really solid batting. Riley Connor came into the bowling line up and was able to break up the partnerships to
help reduce our run chase. At the end of Woodcroft’s innings, we were set 84 to win. Best of Blackwood High
School bowlers were T Berndt (3/10) and R Connor (2/15). The highest run chase for the team to date was
always going to challenge us. We struggled to find a partnership that would help chase down the total. In the
end, we got bowled out for 56 with the best batters on the day W Lemmey (15), L Sorella (8), A Homersham
(6).
Open Boys Cricket
In Round 1 we played Cornerstone College. The team bowled consistently and bowled Cornerstone out for
70. Best of our bowlers were M Taylor (2/3), J Faizal (2/7) and N Houston (2/10). Our chase began with 2
early wickets before Houston (35) and Wender (31*) produced a partnership to chase down the total within
12 overs.
Next round was against Birdwood High School. We bowled first once again. Bowling tightly was the key to
keeping Birdwood to a low total. Strong bowling performances from T Russell (3/5), M Taylor (3/6), J Faizal
(2/9) kept Birdwood to 77. The chase was never in doubt with a 50 run opening partnership. Run scorers for
Blackwood were Houston (41), Bone (25*) and Wender (18*).
Our Pool B semi-final matchup was against Unity College in Murray Bridge.
Sent out to field, N Houston got Blackwood High School off to the perfect start with a second ball wicket.
However from there, Unity College got set and put on a 57 run partnership in quick fashion. After the drinks
break, we were able to contain the runs scored and reduce the potential total being set. In the end, we were
set 140 to win from our 31 overs. Best bowlers on the day were C Dean (3/31), N Houston (2/9), M Laurie
(2/6)
The run chase had potential to be difficult and it proved to be that way. A partnership between O Bone (26)
and J Burton (43*) began to turn the tide however, once that partnership was broken, it was tough going. M
Taylor (10) gave some life to the innings but, in the end, Blackwood High School were bowled out for 102 and
fell short on the day.
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Open Girls
The Blackwood Open Girls Team played Pulteney Grammar and Immanuel College in their first round.
Our first match was against Pulteney Grammar who chose to bat first. Wickets were hard to come by however,
despite this, Blackwood High School’s ability to stop runs in the field was impressive. Some strong bowling
from E Paige (2/6) and I Bowering (1/5) contained Pulteney Grammar’s total to 87. With the bat, it was hard
for our girls to score runs with some strong bowling against them. H Groves (6*) and A Fox (5) top scored for
Blackwood High School. Our total ended up on 7/50.
We then played Immanuel College. We bowled first and were set 78 to win from our 20 overs. The girls
improved on their first match with both bat and ball. We managed to make 6/58 in reply. Top run scorers
were A Fox (11), H Groves (7) and C Milsom (5). A great effort from these girls with some of the team playing
cricket for the first time.
3v3 Basketball
On Tuesday 10 March, Blackwood High School took 9
teams to the Open 3v3 Basketball Carnival at Springbank
College.
Students played several games across the day whilst
self-refereeing their own matches at the same time.
Well done to all students involved who represented
Blackwood in a positive manner.
Congratulations to Thomas Parker, Callum Sinnott,
Wes Collingwood and Jonathan Potter who made the final against Brighton
Secondary School. Brighton Secondary School won the game 19-16 in a tight
match.
Swimming
On Monday 22 February, the following students competed in the individual
Swimming Championships run by School Sport SA - Flynn Stephenson, Corben
Powell, Taylor Christinat, Aiden Moran and Hugo Livingstone.
The boys all competed strongly and represented Blackwood High School in a
fantastic manner.
Congratulations to the following:
Flynn Stephenson – first U13/14 50m Freestyle 27.7s
Aiden Moran – second U13/14 50m Freestyle 29.3s and third U16 50m Backstroke 32.7s
Hugo Livingston – first U13/14 50m Breaststroke 36.21s
Corben Powell – second U15 50m Freestyle 27.67s, first U15 50m Backstroke 33.1s and first U15 Breaststroke
37.43s
Zone Sport
Zone sport began in Week 4. Blackwood High School has two Year 8/9 Boys Basketball teams, one Year 8/9
Girls Volleyball team and one Open Girls Volleyball team. So far all teams have been competing hard.
Current table positions are as follows:
Open Girls Volleyball – third
Year 8/9 Girls Volleyball – third
Year 8/9 Boys Basketball Team 1 – fifth
Year 8/9 Boys Basketball Team 2 – sixth
Justin Callahan, Sports Officer
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Health and Physical Education update
Year 10 Football Umpire session
Over two Fridays, the Year 10 Boys and Girls Football
classes experienced a basic umpiring course delivered
by Umpire Educator, Colin Ralston. The students learnt
how to position themselves when umpiring, how to
execute boundary throw ins, signals for field umpiring
and goal umpiring.
Nick Liddle and Janet Bradley, Football teachers
Girls Football
On Thursday 18 March, local physiotherapist, Damien
Venning, visited the Girls Football class to discuss injury
prevention. The girls greatly benefited from Damien’s
experience as a physio as well as a Girl’s Football coach.
He was very informative about injuries females need to
be aware of and how they can minimise risks through
taping and exercise.
Janet Bradley, Girls Football teacher

Arts News

Drama Excursions
Students attended a number of shows as part of the Adelaide Festival this term. Review writing is an important
part of the Arts curriculum and students derive much knowledge and understanding about how to apply
techniques and skills by attending live performance work by professional practitioners in the field.
Among the fabulous offerings for this year’s Festival, students attended the Opera A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Gravity’s extraordinary physical theatre piece The Pulse and the exquisite local Slingsby production
of The Boy who Talked to Dogs.
An opportunity to attend a question and answer forum with the actors and director of The Boy Who Talked to
Dogs to discuss the themes, ideas and design elements of the play led to some astute analysis and reflection
after the show. Great to see our students using their higher order thinking skills.
Brigitte Esvelt, Creative Arts and Drama teacher
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Sydney Dance
Each year, Blackwood High School Performing
Arts students have the opportunity to view live
professional performances, to further enhance
their learning and inform their own practise. VET
Dance students attended two Festival performances
Fangirls and Impermanence by Sydney Dance.
Fangirls is a sassy musical that looks into the heart
of being a boyband music fan through the eyes of a
fourteen-year-old girl, Edna. Through empowering
and bold pop tunes, a greater message unfurls
around Edna – about her search for connection and
friendship in real life.
Sydney Dance Companies Production Impermanence
featured extraordinary dancers supported on stage
by a live string quartet. “The score draws inspiration
from the tragic Australian bush and Notre-Dame
Cathedral fires, and the dance work is imbued with
beauty, radiance and hope in the face of devastation.”
Dance students, inspired by viewing these
performances, are creating their own choreographic
works that will be performed later this year as well as
the opportunity to participate in a zoom dance class
with Sydney company dancers to further develop a
class work.
Review writing is an important feature in the Arts
curriculum, students will use these excursion
experiences to complete their written tasks.
Rock of Ages
Blackwood High School Arts Department is thrilled and excited to be launching the 2021 School Musical
Production Rock of Ages.
ROCK OF AGES (HIGH SCHOOL EDITION) takes you back to the times of big bands with big egos playing big
guitar solos and sporting even bigger hair! This Tony Award-nominated Broadway Musical features the hits
of bands including Night Ranger, REO Speedwagon, Pat Benatar, Twisted Sister, and others.
Rock of Ages 101: High School Edition has been adapted by the author and iTheatrics to create a version ready
for high schools. The unforgettable rock anthems have been adjusted for teen voices. We will introduce your
children (and re-introduce the parents/caregivers) to the face-melting, guitar anthems of the 1980’s in this
hit Broadway Musical.
The audition process has been completed and the cast finalised, rehearsals for the actors, chorus, dancers
and band will kick off next week. Production week is scheduled Term 3 Week 9 from Wednesday 15 to
Saturday 18 September, save the date! Regular updates to follow.
The Musical Team
Producer/Director
Vocal Director		
Band Director		
Actor Director		
Choreographers
Backstage Roles

Katrina Constantopoulos
Rosalind Aylmore
Michael Winter
Brigitte Esvelt
Georgia Colyer and Elisa England
Keren Asser, Jeanette Beadnall and other staff TBC
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The Pulse
The Year 9 Dance class attended a Festival performance by
Gravity and Other Myths, an Australian physical theatre
circus company pushing the boundaries of contemporary
circus. The world premiere of their new work, The Pulse,
brings together all three of its core ensembles, plus a
choir of 30 voices.
Students watched in awe as a mountain of bodies
crumbled into an ocean of voices and towering human
structures moved with precision.
Performing Arts is a dynamic practice and responding to
live theatre supports students to become better dramatic
artists. Dance students will be reviewing the show by
writing a critical response to the performance. They will
also be participating in a series of practical workshops
exploring partnering techniques in counterbalance,
individual skills in fall and recovery and developing
group phrases that were inspired by the work The Pulse,
culminating in a class performance work.
Students also visited The Plastic Bag Store, an installation
in Rundle Place. A whimsical yet sobering environment
designed to engage us on a personal level with the
damage our habits are inflicting on the world around us.
Students enjoyed exploring this creative space reflecting
on the question “It’s almost impossible to live in today’s
society without being exposed to plastic”
Leaps and Bounds
VET Dance students attended a full day of workshops
and information sessions on Dance at the Festival Centre.
Students participated in a contemporary technique class
with guest teachers, a choreographic improvisation
workshop, as well as a Jazz class learning choreography
from Chorus Line. Valuable information was presented
by previous Dance students and an AC Arts Dance
graduate discussed future pathways and career options
in the Dance industry. Topics discussed included, how
to succeed, choreographing your own dance work,
preparing for performance and working in the industry.
Class works will be further developed from this experience
and performed in a production in Term 4.
Music Showcase
VET Music students as well as the Year 9 , 10 and
SACE students displayed their music skills in a series of
performance showcases to peers and teachers.
Audience members were entertained by music
ensemble groups, duo and solo vocalists, as well as solo
performances showcasing skills in playing saxophone,
violin and flute.
Students with a focus on electronic music displayed their
skills by playing original composition scores.
Katrina Constantopoulos, Leader, The Arts

18

Inspiring Achievement and Respect

Oh Snap!

Natural Lighting Portraiture
Charlotte Haines, Year 12 Photography

Nunga Tag
On Wednesday 10 March, four of
our female Aboriginal Students
participated in the Southern
Region Nunga Tag carnival at South
Adelaide Football Club. The theme
for the carnival was ‘Strength and
Resilience’.
We played several fun games of
Touch Football against different
schools who attended. The girls
collected resources and learnt
about important topics such as the
workforce. Our students mingled
with other Aboriginal students
from the other schools and were
great ambassadors for Blackwood
High School.
Renee Daish, Aboriginal Education Teacher
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22 and 23 April

20 April

13, 14 & 16 April

School card/Healthcare card holders FREE

Cost
$10 per day

Kangaroo Island
Community Education
(Kingscote campus)

Pilgrim School

Where
School of Languages

When
April 2021

Who
Reception to year 7

www.ticketebo.com.au/languagesalive

Register online by 11 April

Workshops will explore a range
of languages including Auslan,
Chinese, French, German, Italian,
Indonesian, Japanese, Nepali,
Ngarrindjeri and Spanish.

Delivered by highly proficient
speakers of the relevant language,
the program will run during the April
school holidays in metropolitan and
country locations.

Languages Alive! is a program
of engaging and interactive
language and cultural
experiences for R-7 students

Experience the delights
of other languages and cultures

Languages Alive!
255 Torrens Road,
WEST CROYDON

9:30am (registration)

255 Torrens Road,
WEST CROYDON

9:30am (registration)

WEST CROYDON

ABERFOYLE PARK

9:30am (registration)

5 Centenary Avenue,
KINGSCOTE
Kangaroo Island
Community Education
(Kingscote Campus)
5 Centenary Avenue,
KINGSCOTE

22 April 2021
9:30am (registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm

23 April 2021
9:30am (registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm

Friday

Thursday

Kangaroo Island
Community Education
(Kingscote Campus)

10:00am – 3:15pm

2-8 Campus Drive,

Tuesday
20 April 2021

Pilgrim School

255 Torrens Road,

16 April 2021
9:30am (registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm

School of Languages

Friday

10:00am – 3:15pm

School of Languages

Wednesday
14 April 2021

10:00am – 3:15pm

School of Languages

Tuesday

Where?

13 April 2021

When?

•

•

•

•

Ngarrindjeri: Njatjis (Totems)

Auslan: Deaf Culture Experience

German: Cuckoo Tells the Time

Ngarrindjeri: KI Our Spiritual Land

Let’s Play Games in Auslan!

Legends of China

•
•

Let’s Play Games in Auslan!

Japanese Olympics

Spanish Magic Boards

•

•

•

French Cards

Games in Japanese

•
•

Nepali: A Musical Journey Through
Letters, Numbers and Colours

Italian: A Day in Pompeii

•

•

German: Cuckoo Tells the Time

Japanese Olympics

•
•

Legends of China

Indonesian: Dance of a Thousand
Hands, Tari Saman

•
•

Spanish: Tablitas Magicas (Magic
Boards)

•

What?

Languages Alive! April 2021 Program

Metro Cards
When travelling to and from school by public transport please ensure you have sufficient balance on your
Metro Card. This will help avoid the embarrassment of having to explain the lack of funds on your card to
either a driver or a ticket inspector and risk receiving a fine as a result.
Student Metro cards can be registered and automatically topped up via a linked bank account using the
Adelaide Metro website as per the following links below;
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Register
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Recharge
https://adelaidemetro.com.au/Tickets-Fares/metroCARD/Auto-recharge
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Calendar Dates
Term 1
Wednesday 31 March
Interschool Athletics

Thursday 8 April
Student Learning Progress
Conversations

Friday 2 April
GOOD FRIDAY

Friday 9 April
Last day of Term 1

Monday 5 April
EASTER MONDAY
Wednesday 7 April
Student Learning Progress
Conversations

Term 2
Monday 26 April
ANZAC DAY

Tuesday 27 April
First day of Term 2
Friday 30 April
Principal Tour 9am
Wednesday 5 to Friday 7 May
Year 11 Outdoor Education Camp
Friday 7 May
Principal Tour 9am

Languages Study Tour Fundraiser
https://www.entbook.com.au/161479c

School Contacts
Student Absences: student.absence@bhs.sa.edu.au
Student Wellbeing Centre: 8278 0900 or see website for staff email contacts

