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From the Principal
Student Free Day – Friday 4 September
Friday 4 September was our last Student Free 
Day for 2020. The morning session focused on 
further developing/refining our Year 8-12 Pastoral 
Care program and the rest of the day focused on 
differentiation strategies to support all learners. Staff 
participated in a range of workshops during the middle 
session of the day and then spent the afternoon in 
curriculum teams sharing their learning and the 
implications for teaching and learning at Blackwood 
High School. It is envisaged that a key improvement 
action for Goal 1 in 2021 will be a targeted focus on 
differentiation to improve student achievement.

On behalf of the school staff, I thank the Governing 
Council and our school community for their support 
of staff professional learning days this year. These 
days have been invaluable to progress learning 
improvement and achievement at Blackwood High 
School.

External School Review (ESR)
Every three years, schools are reviewed by the 
Department for Education. The purpose is to evaluate 
an individual school’s capacity to improve student 
learning. This process strengthens a school’s focus on 
learning by providing an expert external perspective 
to verify or challenge the school’s self-review 
processes and findings, the rigour of improvement 
practices, and the school’s capacity to achieve or 
sustain learning improvement over time.

Blackwood High School will be involved in an ESR 
from Monday 2 to Wednesday 4 November. The ESR is 
conducted by a Review Officer from the Department’s 
Review, Improvement and Accountability Team and a 
Peer Review Principal. The ESR involves four stages 
which include data analysis, pre-review to determine 
lines of inquiry, the on-site visit over several days and 
reporting. Once the process is complete, the final 
report, once approved, becomes a public document 
and is posted on the school’s website. We hope to 
have access to the final report by the end of the 
school year. 

The recommendations from the ESR will inform the 
next stage of our improvement agenda at Blackwood 
High School. 

Staffing
Last week, we welcomed two new staff to Blackwood 
High School:
• Sam Woodhouse, previously a Support staff 

member, has been appointed to a 0.6 FTE teaching 
contract for the rest of this year.

• Brad Clennett joins us in a Curriculum Support 
Officer role until 22 September 2020.

Also, congratulations to the following primary school 
teachers who have won leadership positions at 
Blackwood High School starting next year:
• Thyrza Veitch (Coromandel Valley Primary School) - 

Year 7-9 Learning Improvement and Pastoral Care
• Stewart Nancarrow (Eden Hills Primary School) – 

Year 7-9 Learning Improvement and Innovative 
Pedagogy

Both teachers will bring to their leadership roles, 
high level knowledge and experience of Year 6 and 
7 curriculum and pedagogy. This will inform our 
approach to Year 7 at Blackwood High School, as well 
as influence future developments in the new Middle 
school (Years 7 – 9).

Parent Engagement Survey
The Department for Education has developed a 
new Parent Engagement Survey which went live on 
Monday 7 September. Parents/caregivers should 
have received a link (unique to our school) via email 
or SMS on 7 September directly from the survey tool. 
The survey tool will be open for 3 weeks. Parents/
caregivers will be sent a reminder email or SMS before 
the survey closes on 25 September. I encourage all 
parents/caregivers to complete the survey to support 
and complement our improvement planning. Please 
also find the unique link below:
h t t p s : / / e d u c a t i o n s a . s y d 1 . q u a l t r i c s . c o m /
j fe / fo r m / S V _ e J 3 A X N w 9 l s J Q c d L ? R I D = C G C _
xfYeXRUbB90kTkp&Q_CHL=email

https://educationsa.syd1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eJ3AXNw9lsJQcdL?RID=CGC_xfYeXRUbB90kTkp&Q_CHL=email
https://educationsa.syd1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eJ3AXNw9lsJQcdL?RID=CGC_xfYeXRUbB90kTkp&Q_CHL=email
https://educationsa.syd1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eJ3AXNw9lsJQcdL?RID=CGC_xfYeXRUbB90kTkp&Q_CHL=email
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National School Services Officers (SSOs) week
During Week 6, we celebrated National School Services Officers (SSOs) week. During this week, the important 
role that SSOs play in educating Australia’s children and young people is recognised.  At Blackwood High 
School, a thank you morning tea was held for all support staff. Teaching staff, students and families are 
extremely fortunate to be supported by such an amazing SSO team and Pastoral Care Support Worker. On 
behalf of the Blackwood High School community thank you to:
Caroline Armstrong  Josh Deakin   Lucas Johnson   Chris Plummer 
Karly Baum   Dannielle Flynn  Sam Kotz-Peters  Brenton Ward
Emily Brice   Wendy Galbraith  Nick Kusmanoff  Kylee Weakley
Justin Callahan  Sharna Granpre-Moliere Katheryn Langmaid  Daryl Zilm
Peta Clasohm   Celine Huang   Kerrie Leong   
Bradley Clennett  Jude Hunter   Ashleigh Pearce    

Harassment and Bullying Policy
The Harassment and Bullying Policy was endorsed by the Governing Council at the meeting held on 8 
September. The policy is now on our website for families.

COVID Update
While the situation in South Australia is positive, we continue to be vigilant as a school community. This 
includes developing a Communication strategy and ensuring we have up to date contact details for all students 
and families in the event of a school closure.

Recently, we sent an SMS and email to families to check contact details and this will now become a termly 
event to ensure our data is accurate. We thank families for their support in providing correct details where 
needed. We hope that we don’t have to put this strategy into place but, like the Scouts, we want to ‘be 
prepared’.

Finally, I will be on leave for the last two weeks of this term and so Jason Loke will deputise in my absence. I 
hope all students have a relaxing Term 3 break and return refreshed and ready for learning in Term 4.

Sharon Goldman, Principal

Locks on Lockers
We have noticed that many students at school do 
not have locks on their lockers. We ask for parental 
support to ensure that students safely secure their 
belongings at school with a good quality lock. 

The school does have locks available for sale for 
$12. Students can purchase from the Student 
Wellbeing Centre during Recess.

M&S 2021
At the last Governing Council Meeting, held on 
Tuesday 8 September, the Material and Service 
Charges were discussed and approved for 2021. 
The Governing Council members acknowledge the 
challenges 2020 has brought to families. They have 
agreed to not increase the charges and they will 
remain the same as this year, being $820.00.  
Thank you for your ongoing support of the school. 
Di Edwards, Governing Council Chairperson.
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Social Work Student Introduction
Hello everyone. I’m Heidi Nietz and I am currently undertaking a placement 
at Blackwood High School with the Student Well-being Team. I am studying a 
Master of Social Work at Monash University.

I chose the schooling sector for my placement as I uphold the value of 
encouraging young people to reach their full potential as they transition to 
adulthood. The School’s values of ‘Care, Achievement and Respect’ are values 
I have systematically endorsed in all areas of my previous employment. Most 
recently I taught communication and counselling skills to undergraduates in 
applied psychology services and natural health professions.

I have postgraduate qualifications in sociology which I have used as a springboard 
to build my communication and counselling skills for the training of health professionals.

I look forward to meeting you all in bringing about a supportive learning environment for students.

Blackwood High School High Achievers
• Congratulations to Yeonwoo (Esther) Ko, in Year 8, who was successful in 

gaining a position in one of the Primay School Music Festival’s Orchestra 
for Festival Sing 2020! Movie Event. Esther attended a week of filming and 
sound recording from 3 to 7 August.

This year has presented our school and community with significant challenges. Much of this has impacted 
on the capacity of our school to connect with parents/caregivers about students and their learning. While 
several school opportunities and events are being resurrected from the pandemic restrictions, the student 
learning progress interviews continue to present a logistical challenge. 

On Thursday 24 September, the school will dismiss students at 12:50pm to enable all staff to make 
direct contact with the parents/caregivers of students, from Year 8 to Year 11, that are currently at risk 
of unsatisfactory achievement in their studies. These students will be identified through their end of term 
academic achievement and report indicators. A notification of ‘Teacher Requests an Interview’ will be placed 
against each subject, in the students personalised report, in which there is concern. Further information 
will be sent to families that provide instructions on how to book a timeslot for interview. All interviews will 
take place via Telephone. Teachers will place a call to the first contacts preferred number at the start of the 
reserved timeslot to initiate the interview. Each interview will be allocated 10 minutes, at which time the 
teacher will need to end the conversation to prepare for their next interview. All other parents/caregivers 
that wish to speak with their child’s teacher should make contact via traditional means and negotiate a 
suitable time early in Term 4. 

We continue to appreciate the patience and consideration our community has shown to all Blackwood High 
School staff as we navigate unfamiliar territory, alongside your children.

Jason Loke, Deputy Principal

Student Learning Progress Interviews 
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Year 9 Humanities
On Friday 7 August, Mrs Holt’s Year 
9 Humanities class created dioramas 
to demonstrate the range of different 
biomes around the world. Before we 
could get to work in creating our biomes, 
we had to conduct research on the type 
of vegetation, what kinds of animals they 
have and much more vital information 
such as climate issues which would be 
needed to be used for this project. To 
understand where these biomes are 
located around the globe, we also did a 
world biome tour where we researched 
a place which has a certain biome, for 
example The Great Barrier Reef is a marine biome. This helped the students in deciding which biome they 
wanted to recreate as a diorama.

Now, this was the fun part, the class put themselves into groups of 3-5 people and they began to plan. They 
planned what biome they wanted to make, who was responsible for bringing what and making sure that 
the biome was creative but stayed true to the real environment. The class enjoyed doing the activity as did 
myself because it allowed us to be creative but also make something each group could be proud of. 

Monica Tolic, Year 9 student

Middle School update
There have been some exciting developments in the Middle School over the past few weeks. Zone sport has 
recommenced and our students are very excited about being involved and active again. There is a range of 
sports available; please contact Justin Callahan for more information. The Step Out program, performed by 
our Arts students, was amazing to watch. The visual effects and stunning performances by our Dance and 
Drama students made us very proud and the students enjoyed the opportunity to showcase their work. Well 
done to all involved.

Students in the Middle School are focusing on Service in Action which involves students working with 
community groups/organisations to help others in need. This is a focus for the end of Term 3 and moving into 
Term 4. Students have chosen to be advocates or complete some direct or indirect service in line with their 
chosen organisations. As Learning Improvement Leaders, we recently attended a Professional Development 
session that focused on Volunteering. This training has given us some fabulous tools to improve our Service in 
Action units and ways we can work with our students. Students will be preparing for their Panel Presentations 
which will be in the last week (Week 9) of Term 4. Students will have the opportunity to share their Service in 
Action as part of this presentation.  More information about student Panel Presentations will come out soon.

Finally, our Middle School Learning Centre (MSLC) is having a face lift. Starting this week, classes that were 
usually held in the MSLC have moved to other areas of the school in preparation for the builders to start their 
work. We are very excited to get a new learning space for 2021; it will feature a flexible learning space that 
will greatly benefit our students.  

Charlotte Twizell and Renee Daish, Year 8/9 Learning Improvement Leaders
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Senior School update

Year 8 Science
In one of our Science lessons, the class was given 
a task of identifying different elements and the 
molecules and the atoms used to make them. We 
were given multiple jubes to represent different 
atoms such as hydrogen, oxygen, sodium, etc. 
Using the jubes, we created different molecular 
structures for substances such as Salt, Sodium 
Oxide, and Methane. This activity helped our 
understanding of how compounds and elements 
form different molecules.

Tahlia Clark and Alana Smith, Year 8 students

This term has focused on pathways for the Senior School students.  The Year 10 students have been looking 
at choosing their first SACE classes for 2021 that will hopefully help them get a taste of what opportunities 
await them.  The Year 11 students have also been looking at subjects and have now selected their classes 
that will set them up for their options beyond school.  The Year 12 students, on the other hand, have been 
setting their sights on tertiary studies or contemplating entering the world of work. Whichever their year 
level, we have been so impressed by the way our students have thoroughly researched their options, sought 
assistance and made some really informed choices moving forward.

Year 10 students are approaching the final part of their PLP,  which will be a reflection on what they have 
learned throughout the year.  Once the students have finished, they will have fulfilled their first requirement 
of SACE.  Whilst the PLP has taken up a good deal of the Pastoral Care time, we have been lucky enough to 
have Sam from Sekseed come into the school to run his workshops on goal setting.  The Year 10 students have 
engaged really well with this program.

One area of focus for the Year 11 students at the moment, has been looking at the Year 12 tops for 2021.  A 
committee has been formed to discuss designs and the Year 11 students will soon be able to vote on what 
they think the Year 12 Hoodies and Rugby Tops should look like next year.

Also for Year 11 students, the nominations for Head Prefects for 2021 has opened.  Students have been 
emailed application forms and they are also able to collect applications from the Senior School Office.  Being 
a Head Prefect is a great opportunity for students to become active leaders in the school community and I 
strongly encourage any student who is interested to submit an application.

Year 12 is definitely reaching the ‘pointy end’. With four more school weeks to go, it is important that students 
keep momentum for just a little while longer so they can get the best possible results that they can. Subject 
teachers, Care Group teachers and the Senior School team have been working hard with the students to 
set up the conditions that all students need to achieve their personal best.  It is now up to the students 
themselves to ensure all of their assessment tasks are submitted on time and to the best of their ability.  If 
you feel that your child requires any extra support above what we have already identified then please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch with me.

Please see the last page of the newsletter for calendar dates for Year 12 students.

Ashley Robinson, Assistant Principal Senior School
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Arts update
Peace Rules Film - Turn it Off
The Graham F Smith Peace Rules Project is an opportunity 
for Performing Arts students to address the question: What 
can I do to contribute to peace through the arts?

This will be the third year that Blackwood High School Senior 
Performing Arts students have been involved in this project, 
having won prizes for their films for the past two years.

This year, we were the lucky recipients of a grant to create a 
three-minute film on the theme of peace. Our Creative Arts 
(Drama) students brainstormed ideas around acceptance 
of diversity and difference and the concept of turning off 
clout activism. Working together with Dance students, their 
final film entitled Turn it Off is a completely original work in 
the form of a music video clip with strong messages around 
acceptance of gender diversity.

The Peace Rules Project was an amazing opportunity for 
both Year 11 and 12 students. We had so much creative 
freedom, getting to choose the genre, theme, and format. 
The musicians in our Drama class had the opportunity to 
bring their song-writing and instruments into the project, 
the actors got to plan choreography and dramaturgy, and 
the Year 10 Dancers had a lot of fun with high-energy 
contemporary movement and dancing. Overall, the Peace 
Rules Project was a fun and rewarding process to be a part 
of. Drew, Year 10 student

Congratulations to all the Performing Arts students involved 
in this amazing project. We are thrilled with the result.

Brigitte Esvelt, Drama Teacher
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Framing within Photography
Isabelle Klimes, Year 10 Photography

Oh Snap!

Step Out Production – Game On
The Middle School Production Game On was staged 
during Week 7 of this term with fifty Dance and Drama 
students performing in two matinee and one evening 
performance.

The production was first staged in 2019 as a Step Out 
production with Year 6 students from local primary 
schools. The script was adapted by Drama student 
Steven Raymond and performed by Year 9 actors, Isabel 
Hobbs as the character Alex and Ethan Fitzpatrick as 
Sam.

Dance students from the Year 8 class and the two Year 9 
classes performed in a range of Dance works and styles 
to support the production, including the contemporary 
Dance works Survivor, Run for your life, and Vikings. 
A Musical Theatre Dance was choreographed for the 
Pirate’s scene and a Hip Hop Dance for Cyber world.

Game On is an entertaining play that explores the 
issues of gaming and how our lead character is 
suddenly vortexed into the video game of Lara Croft 
and the challenges she needs to overcome to return to 
her world, while her off sider controls the game back in 
the real world! Cutting edge green screen technology 
was produced as a backdrop to the play.

This production was a collaboration by the Arts Team 
and was  produced by Katrina Constantopoulos, Drama 
Direction by Brigitte Esvelt, Choreographers Georgia 
Colyer, Natalie MacArthur, Chloe Tucker and Isla 
Burton and Technical Theatre by Brendan Maidment.

Katrina Constantopoulos, Leader, The Arts
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Sports update
Open Girls Knock Out Football
After receiving forfeits in Round One of Open Girls Knock Out Football, our team progressed to Round Two, 
which was played at Sacred Heart College on 27 August. Game 1 saw a convincing win over Tatachilla Lutheran 
College by 77 points. This gave us an opportunity to rest key players. Unfortunately, we were overpowered by 
a fast finishing home side by 5 points in the second game. Playing back to back games saw us fade in the final 
quarter with Sacred Heart College kicking the winning goal in the last five minutes of the game.

Congratulations to the Year 12 girls who played awesomely in their final football game for Blackwood High 
School. Willow Homersham, Olivia Smith, Brie Medder and Kelisha Rayment have been dedicated to the 
development of the female football program, being in the first class four years ago.

Game 1
BHS v Tatachilla
13-5 to 0-5
Goals: Willow Homersham 5, Jamie Lunn 3, Brie Medder 3, Beth Sigley 1, Charlotte Taylor 1
Best: Olivia Smith, Hayley Nicolle, Brie Medder, Willow Homersham, Bet Sigley, Charlotte Taylor, Ebony 
Scanlon

Game 2
BHS v SHC
4-0 to 4-5
Goals: Jamie Lunn 2, Willow Homersham 2
Best: Charlie Scutchings, Brie Medder, Willow Homersham, Hayley Nicolle, Mia Mueller, Jamie Lunn, Lily 
Whitcombe

Janet Bradley, Health and Physical Education Teacher
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Nutrition Seminar 
The Special Interest Netball and Football Program began their 
nutrition unit in Week 7. Students were lucky enough to have guest 
presenter, Alice Bradley run a nutrition seminar to our Year 8 and 
9 cohorts. Students gained vital information on nutrition basics, 
hydration, recovery, nutrient considerations and expectations 
during the game. The information gained by students will not only 
assist them with their nutrition task but provide them the tools 
to implement throughout their netball and football journeys. We 
would like to thank Alice for her time and expertise. 

Nick Liddle, Peta Maher and Janet Bradley, Special Interest 
Program Teachers

Open Boys Football Second Round 
The Open Boys team travelled to Henley High School to play 
against Henley and Cardijn College. Traditionally, Henley High 
School are the bench mark for public football schools which was 
a great challenge for our squad, yet a great opportunity to test 
ourselves. The boys acquitted themselves strongly in the first 
game. We needed to be braver with our ball movement which 
didn’t allow us to move the ball freely as we were kicking to a lot 
of contests and playing through traffic. Henley were inaccurate in 
front of goal which kept us in the game and heading into the last 
quarter, we were within striking distance. We were brave in the 
last quarter, however, in the end, Henley were just too strong. 
The boys can be proud of their efforts and take a lot from that 
game. 

The second game gave us the opportunity to play Cardijn College 
who beat us in our first-round game last year. We started the 
game strongly and our deliberate ball movement and being 
clean around stoppages were evident throughout this game. 
Although the likelihood of progressing through to the second 
game diminished after our first game result, the boys didn’t let 
that alter their commitment to the contest. Although we had a 
few late injuries, we finished the game off well and had a strong 
contribution from all 22 players. I would like to thank the Year 12 
students who have now represented the school in football for the 
last time. Good luck with your football journey.  

Nick Liddle, Special Interest Football Program Manager

Injury Management Seminar
The Specialist Netball and Football Programs were very 
lucky to attend and participate in an injury prevention and 
strapping course, presented by Lauren Edwards SASMA (South 
Australian Sports Medicine Association). The information was 
very informative and relevant and the students were able to 
practically participate in the strapping of ankles, thumbs and 
knees. Concussion management was also a topic covered during 
the session. Students participated eagerly, taking skills away with 
them to support their future journeys in their chosen sport.

Peta Maher, Special Interest Netball Program Manager
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Netball Specialist Sessions
The Year 8 and 9 Special Interest Girls Netball classes have had the benefit of three Netball SA Premier League 
players leading skill and positional sessions. Matrics player, Millie Basedow led the defense sessions, Woods 
Panthers player, Georgie Bradley led the mid court session and Matrics and Thunderbird train-on, Lucy Austin 
led the goal shooters. Students benefitted greatly from these sessions which will help broaden and develop 
their skills and concepts within the game of Netball.

Peta Maher, Special Interest Netball Program Manager

Open Girls Knock Out Netball
The Girls Open Knock Out Netball took place at Tatachilla 
Lutheran College on 26 August 2020 against Tatachilla 
and Unity College. It was a tough day for Blackwood, 
unfortunately losing both games and being knocked out 
of the competition. Tatachilla and Unity were represented 
by some very high standard Netball athletes, however 
Blackwood stood strong and run sound structures against 
these quality sides. We regrettably suffered two serious 
ankle injuries during the games, both to circle defenders. 
I commend our players on their efforts and abilities to 
be versatile in the face of challenge, and am very proud 
at the way they continued to represent our school with 
confidence and great sporting conduct.

Peta Maher, Special Interest Netball Program Manager
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SEPTEMBERFEST of Parent webinars and workshops 

Read about how to log in or register on http://web.seru.sa.edu.au  
• Tuesday 8 September 2020 two separate webinars, 11:00 to 12:00 Interoception 

Parent/Caregiver booklet and Student Support Services making connections
• Wednesday 16 September 2020 at SERU from 11:00 to 12:00 a workshop on Post 

School Options for young people with disability
• Tuesday 22 September 2020 at SERU from 11:00 to 12:00 a workshop on Social 

Skills. Preschool and school will receive information through LinkED this week to 
share with their communities.

Any questions on any of the topics to be presented can be forwarded to 
Education.ParentForumConference@sa.gov.au 

https://www.entbook.com.au/161479c

Languages Study Tour Fundraiser



School Contacts
Student Absences: student.absence@bhs.sa.edu.au
Student Wellbeing Centre: 8278 0900 or see website for staff email contacts 

Calendar Dates
Term 3
Thursday 24 September
Students dismissed at 12:50pm.
Student Learning Progress Interviews

Friday 25 September
Last day of Term 3

Monday 12 October
First day of Term 4

Term 4
Tuesday 20 October
Year 12 Graduation
(Information regarding this event has 
been posted home to families)

Thursday 22 October
Final timetabled lessons for Year 12 students

Friday 23 October
Whole School Assembly to farewell Year 12 
students

Monday 2 November to Friday 13 November
Year 12 Exams


