Term 1 | Week 5 | 1 March 2019

Principal’s Welcome
Last week the South Australian Government
announced that Blackwood High School will receive
$2 million to help deliver priority capital works at
our school. This is in addition to the earlier capital
works funding of $7 million announced last year.
This investment will provide new learning facilities
to support our school to grow to a capacity of
1400 students and support the transition of Year
7 students from primary into high school. Year 7
students will start in Term 1 2022. The next few
years will be very exciting as we plan to upgrade
our school infrastructure and provide contemporary
facilities for innovative teaching and learning. I will
share more information about this project as it
becomes available.
Further information regarding the Year 7 transition
to high school in 2022 is available on the Department
for Education website at:
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites-andfacilities/year-7-high-school
Blackwood High School 2019 – 2021 Improvement
Plan
The Governing Council has endorsed the 2019 – 2021
School Improvement Plan and this is now available
on the schools’ website for the school community
to view.
https://www.bhs.sa.edu.au/about-bhs/strategicplan/
I invite the school community to read the plan to
become familiar with our three key improvement
goals, which will influence our professional learning
and teaching practice this year; and we are off to a
great start! Thirty-five teachers are participating in
the Embedding Formative Assessment professional
learning program, which started this week. This
is a two-year program designed to challenge and
support teachers to embed formative assessment
teaching practices consistently across the school.

Teachers are working in small collaborative teams,
meeting formally twice a term, and will observe, and
provide feedback on teaching practice based on the
learnings from the professional learning program.
Also, we have a number of staff involved in the
Department for Education Secondary Schools’
Brightpath Writing Improvement Program.
Brightpath is a tool implemented in many primary
schools, which provides an innovative assessment
process that uses typical classroom writing tasks to:
• develop teacher’s assessment skills
• help teachers to plan for the range of learning
needs in their classes
• provide teachers with teaching points based on
how they have assessed their students.
This year, our Year 8 English and Year 8 Humanities
teachers will be trained in how to use Brightpath
with the focus on narrative writing in English and
persuasive writing in Humanities. The Department’s
Brightpath Team is supporting school leaders
and teachers with professional learning and the
implementation of this tool.
Another exciting venture to be implemented this
year is Collaborative Moderation on Tuesday 11
June. On this day, Blackwood High School will work
with colleagues from the secondary schools in the
Mitcham Plains Partnership – Mitcham Girls High
School, Urrbrae Agricultural High School, Unley
High School and Springbank Secondary College. This
will be a wonderful opportunity for our teachers to
share practice, network and learn from others. This
week our curriculum leaders, the Deputy Principal
and I attended the first planning meeting at Urrbrae
Agricultural High School in readiness for this day.
A reminder that our first Student Free Day for this
year is on Friday 8 March. The focus of this day will
be on Quality Assessment Tasks and Literacy.

2019 Athletics Day
Congratulations to the 2019 House Captains who were inducted at the whole school assembly held on
Thursday 21 February. This year our House Teams will be admirably led by:
ASHBY							MADIGAN
Captains: Kye Dean and Olivia Wheeler		
Captains: Ben Curry and Kimberley Dean
Vice Captains: Jayden Jones and Lucy Boehm
Vice Captains: Taine Mitchell and Tia Fox
MILLS 						RUSSELL
Captains: Darian Dragun and Isabella Stocks		
Captains: Jackson Hughes and Maddie McDonald
Vice Captains: Cameron Rowley and Taylah Jayne Vice Captains: Charlie Whitfeld and Willow Homersham
Due to the extremely hot weather this week the 2019 Athletics Day is now on Thursday 7 March. I wish all
competitors the very best and look forward to a very enjoyable and colourful day.
Blackwood High School Governing Council Annual General Meeting
Finally, I would like to remind families of the Blackwood High School Governing Council Annual General
Meeting to be held on Tuesday 5 March. The evening will begin with refreshments and nibbles at 6.30pm
with the meeting starting at 7.00pm. At the meeting, I will present the 2018 Annual Report. In addition, we
will confirm the membership of the 2019 Governing Council based on nominations from parents/caregivers.
Information regarding the AGM and the nomination process has already been sent home by email but is
included again with this newsletter email. If you would like further information, please contact the school.
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Blackwood High School high achievers
• Congratulations to Tyler Attiwill in Year 9 who is one of only two South Australian
girls to be selected into the Medley’s Female Football Program. To be eligible she had
to have one parent born in a non-english speaking country. Tyler will be travelling
to Darwin from 5 to 10 March to participate in games, leadership, wellbeing and
communication activities.
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Year 8 update

The Year 8 students have had a busy start to the year. Students caught the
train to Unley Pool for our annual Year 8 Pool Day. Care Groups competed
in various pool activities run and co-ordinated by Sam Thomson, Luke
Beenham, and Nick Kusmanoff. The students received points for their Care
Group when they competed in events. It was great to see our Care Groups
forming friendships and using teamwork skills to make sure they received
the most points of the day. Team Froot Loops (8F) showed their swimming
teamwork skills to win the day.
Year 8 Sports Day was another fantastic bonding session for our Year 8 Care
Groups. The Care Groups spent the morning competing in several events.
They competed in the 100 metre, 400 metre, shotput, triple jump, long
jump, vortex throw, high jump, and water activities. Skill and determination
was seen across all houses, but none more so than the heroic green Ashby
team, winning the day by 28 points. As for Care Group winners, Team Froot
Loops took out first position, showing their Care Group teacher how things
are going to be done in 2019.
A massive thank you must go to our Year 11 Peer Support students who
have been there to help the Year 8 students with every event held so far this
year. Our Pre-Service Teachers have also been a huge help when they have
been available. However, the biggest thank you goes to our Care Group
teachers who have supported our Year 8 students day in and day out over the last five weeks!
Next on the agenda: Year 8 Camp!
Renee Daish, Leader: Year 8 and 9 Learning Communities

Year 8 Geography Coastal Excursion
As part of the Geography course the
Year 8 students investigate coastal
landforms and landscapes. On Friday 22
February, five Year 8 classes (comprising
of 8B, 8D, 8F, 8G, and 8H) visited Seacliff
and Brighton beaches.

The excursion involved locating
and describing key environmental
management strategies in use at both
Seacliff and Brighton beaches. In groups,
students completed four stations at
each location. The stations consisted of measuring the beach and dune formations, locating management
strategies used along the beach, measuring the waves and longshore drift along the Adelaide coastline, and
observing the use of the beach. Students used measuring tapes, timers, ping-pong balls, and cameras to
complete tasks at the stations. This was all in preparation for their return to school, when they would use the
information gathered to complete a comparative report on the management strategies seen at each location.
The public were quite impressed with the on goings of the students and many stopped and asked what the
students were doing.
Students enjoyed the outdoor learning experience; however, most were truly excited about the special offer
at the Brighton Jetty Bakery at lunchtime. The train ride back to school allowed students to reflect on their
learning and talk to passengers about the experience. Staff were impressed with the students questioning
ability and understanding of the strategies they saw along the coast. The behavior of all students was none
other than fantastic. A perfect day for a fabulous excursion.
Renee Daish, Humanities Teacher
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Year 8 Sports Day 2019

On Thursday 14 February, the annual Year 8 Sports Day was held. The event included a range of track and field
events and was conducted as a “Standards” day with students receiving a point for participation and a score
either of 1, 2 or 3 based on their performance. The day was an opportunity for students to gain experience
in events prior to the Whole School Athletics Carnival (Week 6). This year the House Competition was close
with only 50 points separating first and fourth. Ashby proved to be victorious in the House Competition and
in the Care Group competition 8F Ms Rogers’ class took the honours. Congratulations to all students for their
enthusiastic participation on the day.
The results for the day were:
House Competition Results
1st
Ashby
849
2nd
Mills
827
3rd
Madigan
805
4th
Russell
799
Care Group Competition Results
1st
8F		
20.11
2nd
8A		
17.77
3rd
8B		
16.95
4th
8G		
16.59
5th
8C		
16.12
6th
8H
15.12
7th
8E
15.03
8th
8D
14.51
Janet Bradley, Leader, Health
and Physical Education
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Year 11 and 12 update
Most students have made an overwhelmingly positive start to 2019 and this has been reflected in a number
of ways: attendance, classroom behaviour, engagement, and uniform.
We are continuing to work with students who do not yet have the correct uniform to organise what they do
need in order to come to school well prepared for the day and to be a fantastic contributor to the Blackwood
High School community.
Students are encouraged to check Daymap each day. This will allow them to check on lesson requirements
and ensure that they are up to date with assessment deadlines. Parents / Caregivers are also able to access
Daymap to monitor attendance and to see how your child is tracking with class and assignment work. To help
develop these positive study habits, Care Group teachers have provided students with a Term 1 Planner on
which they can write assessment deadlines and important events. These are available on Daymap and can be
easily printed and stuck up around the home.
Formal
We look forward to sharing this event with our Year 12 students next Friday 8 March at the Adelaide Hilton.
It is always a fantastic night for students to celebrate their final year of school together.
Students are aware that this event is a school event and normal school rules apply to them and to their
guests. These expectations are clearly outlined on the letter sent home and the Code of Conduct signed by
students and parents/caregivers.
MFS RAP (Road Awareness Program)
During last week’s Extended Care Group time, the Metropolitan Fire Service challenged us with their
confronting presentation on Road Safety. Students were asked to consider the implications of their actions
as a driver, a passenger and as a pedestrian. This included a powerful presentation from an accident survivor.
His message was particularly powerful and allowed students to understand the implications of their actions
on the road.
This was an eye-opening experience for many of our students who are embarking on the exciting journey to
attain their licence, and the freedom that comes along with it. The main message was that all students should
enjoy the privilege, but recognise
their responsibility to themselves
and to other road users.
Although challenging, the message
was overwhelmingly well received
and our students were a fantastic
audience. This also reinforced the
importance of students returning
their Driver or their Passenger forms
to school. If they have not already
done so, please help them to follow
this up.
The App that students were
encouraged to download has many
great resources to share as a family
as your children begin driving.
Luke Northcote, Leader, Year 11 and 12
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Whole School Assembly
Thursday of Week 4 saw the first of our whole
school assemblies for the year. Our MCs, Harriet
Cooling, Ben Curry and Alina Tairli, set the tone
for an excellent event. We were able to reflect on
the achievements of our 2018 Year 12 students
with a focus on the high achievers, including
highlighting the number of merits achieved. The
STEM scholarship students were celebrated and
recognised for their achievements to date.
We then had a competition winning video,
created by Scarlett Partridge-Powell, which
other members of the Blackwood High School
community shared. This video discussed gender
equality. We shared some pictures of the Brighton
Jetty Kid’s Sculptures and heard a bit about Emily
Fisher’s Tokyo Exchange. Also, Malisha Charters
was recognised for her efforts for being awarded
a Dame Roma Mitchell scholarship. Next we
heard about how Harry Lemmey has been selected for an U/15 National Cricket Championship to be held in
Queensland; Harry will be representing South Australia. It was excellent to recognise such achievements at
the beginning of the year.
The last part of the assembly was dedicated to our Sports Day, with the presentation of our House Captains,
and Mrs Bradley raising the excitement for the day.
Sue Richards, Assistant Principal Middle School

Arts news
Arts staff attended the Graduates Art exhibition at the Torrens Parade Grounds viewing Art works by the
graduates of tertiary Art courses studying at AC Arts and The Contemporary School of Art. Guest lecturers
and the curator spoke to the attendees and the emphasis on critical and creative skills and how they can be
further developed within the engagement of The Arts was the consistent message.
An invitation to our SACE Arts students to attend a practical Art workshop at AC Arts to further develop their
Art practical concept and ideas has been extended.

Dance Star

Auditions have began for the 2019 Dance Star
Program. Students attended two auditions for
selection in the Theatrical Team. This team has
been the National gold medallist for the last 2
years and coached by Torehn Lobow.
All other dance students have signed up for an
opportunity to audition in either Hip Hop, Jazz
or Contemporary. The expression of interest
has been overwhelming and we look forward
to the audition starting in Week 6.
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Drama Club

This is on during lunch in the Drama Space every Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday lunchtime. This club is student directed and
supported by Drama teacher Brigitte Esvelt. Students have the
opportunity to form new friendships and explore and develop a
wide range of drama skills including mime and improvisation. All
students in Years 8-12 are welcome.

Vocal group

Every Friday lunchtime in the PAC auditorium run by Simela
Petridis. We encourage all our vocal students and any other
interested aspiring vocalists in Years 8-12 to join this group. A
recent opportunity, attending a Fringe show of the International
A cappella vocal group The Magnets, has led to an invitation for
the vocal group to participate in a workshop with The Magnets,
leading to a performance at one of their Fringe shows.

Watercolour Wednesday is back for 2019

Interested students are welcome every Wednesday lunch in the
Visual Art space to participate. Students will have the opportunity
to design and paint their own water colour masterpiece.

Instrumental Music Program

This is well underway and 2019 has seen a growth in the number
of students enrolled as well as the programs on offer. The program
includes - brass and woodwind lessons. Thursdays we have seen
the introduction of the string program, violin and cello, Friday
morning vocal lessons and Friday afternoon guitar and bass lessons.
Most of the lesson allocations are now full for 2019 however there are limited places available for any Year 8
student who would like to take up the opportunity of a free music lesson in any brass (trumpet, trombone)
woodwind (saxophone, clarinet, flute) or string instrument (violin, cello, double bass).
Please contact me for further information. Alternatively the interested year 8 student can meet with me in
the PAC to collect the required enrolment forms.
Once the program has settled, the Instrumental Music students will have the opportunity to be in one of the
following ensembles: Stage Band, Year 8 Band and Year 9 Band.

Fringe Festival

An exciting time in Adelaide with so many wonderful opportunities to immerse ourselves in the Performing
and Visual Arts.
Arts students at Blackwood High School have the opportunity to attend a range of Festival performances this
term and we encourage them to take this opportunity to attend world class International performances AT
A FRACTION OF THE COST.
This week Drama students attended a performance of Un Poyo Rojo and Dance students attended a
Performance of Out of Chaos. These students were also engaged in practical learning activities relating to
the show including written response work.
Katrina Constantopoulos, Leader, The Arts and Arts Team
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Student safety and leaving school grounds

It has been reported to the school that there are a number of students who are riding their bikes recklessly
to and from school. A number of these students are not wearing helmets and have shown little regard to
pedestrians and other road users. Of particular concern, are students riding very fast through the Blackwood
Primary School car park and jumping up the curbing onto the footpath right into the path of adults and young
children. I ask that parents/caregivers, of students who ride to school, remind them of the importance of
road safety and being respectful to pedestrians and road users at all times. We will monitor the situation to
identify students and follow up with individuals and their families.
Thank you for your support with this important safety matter.
Recently, a handful of students have presented with notes to leave early from the last lesson of the day,
either to catch public transport home, or to get to work. As a school, we are not able to allow students to
leave school grounds for these reasons on any day. However Year 12 students may apply for independent
study to support the study demands of Year 12. Please be mindful that an employer should not be asking
a young person to work if those times are going to interrupt their school day. Students presenting to the
Student Wellbeing Centre for these reasons will be sent back to class.
Sharon Goldman, Principal

Inclement Weather Policy

Our Inclement Weather Policy has been in place this term. Just a reminder that our Inclement Weather
Policy is for cold, wet and hot weather. As part of this policy two short bells will ring during recess and lunch.
Students are then able to move to their designated location where there will be a staff member supervising.
Year 8		
Year 9		
Year 10		
Year 11		
Year 12		
All		

Middle School Learning Centre/General Learning Centre
Middle School Learning Centre/General Learning Centre
Imagination Centre Room 1 and 2
Senior Learning Centre or the Imagination Centre
Senior Learning Centre
Resource Centre

Welcome from social work student
Greetings to students, parents/caregivers and staff members. My name is Charlotte
Lister and I am a Master of Social Work Student from Flinders University. I will be
undertaking placement at Blackwood High School during Terms 1 and 2. My role
here will be to aid the Student Wellbeing Team with the services they provide, such
as work with individual students, helping with Peer Support and Mentoring, and
assisting students with identified disabilities. My role here will also encompass a
provision of support to the wider school community in a variety of different ways.
After only a few weeks I already feel that my learning has been greatly enhanced
by my time at Blackwood; the school provides amazing hands on opportunities
to students and I am excited by what the next two terms will bring. It has been a
pleasure to get to know students so far, and to gain a real insight into school-based Social Work.
Throughout my career I have been drawn to advocacy, and roles which allow me to spend time with people
and support their voice. Social Work for me has already been an extremely rewarding pathway, and has
allowed me to take on knowledge from my previous degree and work life and transform it into a practice
which sits in line with Blackwood’s key values of Respect and Positive Learning.
Throughout the varied opportunities I will have here, I hope to continue to develop that practice and use this
opportunity to the fullest. If you would like to get in touch, my email is charlotte.lister@bhs.sa.edu.au. I look
forward to getting to know everyone at Blackwood!
Charlotte Lister

9

10

Inspiring Achievement and Respect

11

Calendar Dates
Term 1
Tuesday 5 March
Governing Council Annual
General Meeting 7pm
Thursday 7 March
Whole School Athletics Carnival
Friday 8 March
STUDENT FREE DAY
Year 12 Formal
Monday 11 March
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Saturday 9 March to 22 March
Morioka Chuo Study Tour
Thursday 14 March
Year 8 Immunisations
Monday 18 March
Open Night 4:30pm - 7:30pm

Thursday 21 March to 28 March
Operation Flinders
Friday 22 March
ISEC Aquatics
Monday 25 March to 27 March
Year 8 Camp
Tuesday 26 March
Principal’s Tour 9am
Governing Council Meeting 7pm
Tuesday 9 April
Parent/Student/Teacher
Conversations
Thursday 11 April
Parent/Student/Teacher
Conversations
Interschool Athletics
Friday 12 April
Last day of Term 1

Term 2
Monday 29 April
First day of Term 2
Tuesday 30 April
Principal’s Tour 9am
Friday 3 May
School Photos
Tuesday 7 May
Year 10 and 11 Immunisations
Wednesday 8 May
School Photo Catch Up
Thursday 9 May
Step Out Matinee 11am
Step Out Performance 7pm
Friday 10 May
Year 10 Career Expo

School Contacts
Student Absences: student.absence@bhs.sa.edu.au
Student Wellbeing Centre: 8278 0900 or see website for staff email contacts

