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CALENDAR
Tues 15 February
Finance Advisory C. Mtg 7pm
Wed 16 February
Year 8 Sports Day
Yr 10 Parent Info Session
7.30pm in the PAC
Mon 21 February
Yr 8 Acquaintance Night
7.30pm in the PAC
Governing Council Mtg 7pm
Wed 2 March
Whole School Athletics
Carnival with 60s theme.
Tues 8 March
AGM — Governing Council
7pm in the PAC
Fri 11 March
STUDENT FREE DAY-Staff PD
Mon 14 March
ADELAIDE CUP DAY
Thur 24 March
Year 8 Hepatitis B Dose 1 &
HPV Dose 1
SUN 27 March
50" Birthday GALA GARDEN
PARTY 2.00-4.30pm
ALL BIRTHDAY INFORMATION
IS ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE

Government
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WELCOME FOR 2011

On behalf of the staff and school community
| would like to welcome you to the first
newsletter for 2011. It is with pleasure that |
have taken up the position as Principal of
Blackwood High School. | will be working
with staff, students, their families and the
school community to ensure that there is
continued development and improvement
of the young people enrolled in our school. |
am looking forward to learning about the
school, and the community, in order to
identify ways to work collaboratively to
provide a range of educational and personal
opportunities for our students.

| would like to welcome all students and
their families, in particular a warm welcome
to our new Year 8 students and all the new
students to the school this year.

The Executive Leadership Team for 2011
The Executive team for the start of this year
in addition to myself, includes:

Ms Jenny Hilterbrand  Deputy Principal

Mr Craig Duguid Senior Leader:
Middle School

Senior Leader:
Information Systems
Senior Leader:
Senior School

Ms Chris Plummer Business Manager
Staff New to Our School

This year we have welcomed a number of
staff new to Blackwood High School:

Mr Glenn Smith Mathematics

Mr Michael Sadleir

Mr Glen Little

Mr Greg Oleschenko  Maths & Science
Ms Veruschka Crichton German & English
Ms Mary Oleschenko  Home Economics

Ms Catharyn McKenzie Home Economics
Mr Tom Oliphant Design & Technology
Mr Malcolm Clarke Design & Technology

Mr Michael Winter Student Counsellor
Ms Brigitte Esvelt Drama & English
Mr Marius Ghita Humanities

We welcome back:

Mr David Cowen English

Ms Margaret Brockhoff German & English
Mr Dwayne Treasure Science & P Ed

Ms Sue Daw Library

Ms Sharon Cobby English & Humanities
We also welcome new Support Staff:

Mr Josh Deakin ICT

Ms Carolyn Shirlock Student Services

Mr Sam Hollis Sport Trainee

Mr Matthew Carman ICT Trainee

These new and returning staff will add to the
depth of knowledge and experience of our
existing staff.

SACE Merit Award Ceremony

On Tuesday 8 February students who
received a perfect
score of 20 in any
SACE subject in
2010, were invited
to Government
House.

Jordan was
acknowledged for
his two 20’s. He

was congratulated by his

Psychology teacher, Ms
Giles too.

SACE Results

One of the important

aspects of schools is the :
achievements after twelve vyears of
schooling. The Year 12 Class of 2010
achieved sound academic results. Dux for
2010 was Jordan Tutton who achieved an
Australian Tertiary Achievement Rank (ATAR
formerly called Tertiary Entrance Rank TER)
of 99.15. Jordan achieved five As including
two perfect scores of 20 for Psychology and
Legal Studies. His other As were achieved in
English  Studies, Modern History and
Philosophy.
There was a total of five students including
Jordan who achieved an ATAR above 95:
¢ Jordan with five As and an ATAR of 98 45
Jordan received As in Drama
Studies, English Studies, Legal

Studies, Philosophy  and
Psychology. He will undertake
Hons in Law and Legal
Practice, plus Behavioural

Science at Flinders Uni.

¢ Deborah with three As and an
ATAR of 95.95. She received
A’s for Psychology, Early
Childhood Studies and Visual
Arts. She has an option of a
Bachelor of Applied Science,
Occupational Therapy at Uni
SA, which she has deferred for 12
months. (continued on page 2)
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¢ Meghan with four As and an ATAR of
95.25. Her A’s were in Biology,
Philosophy, Psychology and Mathematical
Methods. She will undertake a Law
Double Degree at Uni SA.

¢ Callum with four A’s and an ATAR of
95. Callum’s As were in Biology, English
Studies, Legal Studies and Philosophy.
He will undertake a Commerce & Law
Double Degree at Uni SA.

For 2010 the following results were

achieved:

= 117 students completed their SACE. This represents a
94% SACE completion rate.

= 100% of students who completed the SACE had a TAFE

selection score.

5.2% of the students achieved an ATAR of 95 or above.

13.3% of the students achieved an ATAR of 90 or above.

16/7% of the students achieved an ATAR of 80 to 89.99.

22.9% of the students achieved an ATAR of 70 to 79.99.

48.7% of the students achieved at least one ‘A’ grade.

84.9% of the total grades achieved were a ‘C’ or higher.

95.7% of all students who applied for a tertiary entrance

received an offer.

The class of 2010 are to be congratulated on their

achievements. | would like to thank the Year 12 teachers

for their dedication and commitment in working with

the Year 12 students in 2010.

School Uniform
It has been pleasing to see the majority of students who
have come to school dressed in school uniform.
School uniform serves to:
> develop a sense of belonging and school identity
> ensure staff are able to easily identify students who
belong to the school
> removes competition between students about the
need to dress in particular ways.
School uniform requirements are clearly outlined in the
Student Diary pages 9 and 10. It is important that
students wear sturdy shoes consistent with the
description in the diary. Care Group teachers will be
following up students who are not meeting the school
uniform expectations. In particular girls’ skirts and
dresses should not be shortened above the knee.
Students not in school uniform require a signed
parent/guardian note in the student diary.
Marion Coady, Principal

¢ Congratulations to Amelia in Year 11
who was selected to represent
Australia in the Under 23 Korfball team
which is  participating in the
Netherlands from 31 January to 11
February.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Blackwood High School
It was fifty years ago that Blackwood
~
P~

/ High School had its birth. Before that,
4

trees, sheep, cattle and birds lived

contentedly on the school grounds.
The school opened with staff of a
Headmaster, Mr Arthur Burfield, two
7 senior masters, a senior mistress, two
male and two female teachers, as well

as a Woodwork teacher, a Home Science teacher, an Art
teacher and 221 students. The facilities comprised of
only a few temporary timber buildings.

A series of celebrations has been planned and all the
community are invited to attend. The main two events
are:

GALA GARDEN PARTY

Sunday 27 March from 1.30 to 4.30 pm

in the Bank SA Marquee next to the Visual Art Centre
You are invited to attend this special event. You will be
placed at tables with others of your years of attending
the school or you could arrange a table yourself. You can
book at the school or online at www.trybooking.com

The cost is $45 per head

ROCK, ROLL AND RELIVE

Sunday 10 April from 11.00am to 4.00pm

On the front lawns of the school

This is an open event with live music played by old

scholars, stalls, children’s activities, demonstrations and

food. With a theme of the sixties, this will be a great fun
day.

CONTACTS

All members of the Blackwood High School community

are invited to participate in the events, help prepare

them or even arrange a year level reunion. Please make
contact if you would like to help in any way or become
involved.

e Chris Daw, previously Head of Senior School is the
Event Manager. Please contact him at
Chris.Daw@bhs.sa.edu.au or on 0421 059 456.

e Tony Strutton, previously Head of the Arts, is the Music
Coordinator. If you want to perform at any of the events,
please contact him at adstrutton@adam.com.au or
on 0427 536 070.

e Decade Coordinators are old scholars who are
helping on the organising committee. They are:

Kathy Summerton: 1961 —1969
Peter Alexandrou: 1970 - 1979 4

Jenny Pearce: 1980-1989 ¥ o105
Ann-Marie Simes: 1990 — 1999 St -
Lauren Sickerdick: 2000 - 2010 T
Please contact them via Chris Daw’s BLACKWOOD
email or see website for their details. HIGH ScHOOL

MEMORABILIA
Special mementos of
the school have been
prepared for the
event. They are
available for purchase
for $10 each from the
school and consist of:
e Calendars showcasing the wonderful photography
of Senior Students. This is an 18 month calendar
e Coffee Mugs with the school logo
¢ Wine Glasses etched with the school logo
e Luggage Tags embossed with the school logo
Serafino Wines from McLaren Vale with special birthday
labels are also available at $110 per dozen. They are
excellent!
All memorabilia and wines are available from the school
and can be ordered on the enclosed order forms.
Christopher Daw, 50" Birthday Coordinator
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The Mathematics faculty would like to congratulate the
students of 2010 on their strong Year 12 Mathematics
results. We welcome to Blackwood High Mathematics
Faculty in 2011 Mr Glenn Smith and Mr Greg Oleshenko
and to the returning Ms Hanaa Zebian.

CALCULATORS: All year Maths Studies students in Year
11 and all Year 12 Mathematics students are expected to
have a Casio Graphic Calculator. Casio Graphic
calculators can be ordered through the school for $200
with last day to pay Wednesday 16 February.
MATHEMATICS REVISION GUIDES: Mathematical
Applications, Maths Studies and Specialist Mathematics
students need to order their Mathematics Revision
guides through Student Services. The cost of these
guides is $22.50 each. Please pay ASAP and before
Tuesday 1 March.

Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 who are interested in
Engineering can attend Mawson Lakes on Friday 25
February for worships themed on How to Engineer
Sustainability.

COMPETITIONS: Blackwood High runs lots of exciting
Mathematics Competitions and activities for students.
Early this term we will be entering students in The Maths
Challenge and Enrichment Stages Competition, the
Australian Information Competition and the Australian
mathematics Competition all run by the Australian
Mathematics Trust. These competitions are challenging
and are aimed at students who have achieved at a high
level in the past. In addition we want students to enter
the Australian Statistics Poster Competition run by the
Australian Bureau of Statistics and the Sharemarket
Game run by the ASX.

Year 8 students, in conjunction with our Cluster primary
schools, can participate over five Fridays in the Maths
Olympiads. Each Olympiad has 5 questions that require
thinking skills and logic to solve. We also run weekly
Challenge Questions for Year 8 students that help
provide them with a background to entering other
competitions.

Please encourage your son/daughter to participate in
the above competitions and activities if they have shown
interest in Mathematics or in Engineering as a career.
Please contact the school if you require any further
information on the above competitions and activities.
There is a nominal charge for some competitions and
activities. James Connell, Mathematics Coordinator

Thank you to the parents who returned the voting slips
posted to all families last year regarding the 2011
Materials & Services Charge.
The result was very clearly in favour of a charge of $695
being legally recoverable. This does not apply to families
approved for School Card.
If you believe you may be eligible for government
assistance please ensure that you complete a School
Card application form as soon as possible. Forms are
available at the school office.
Parents are encouraged to take early action regarding
school fees. Please make arrangements for instalment
payments or phone and speak confidentially with the
Business Manager if payment is a problem on 82780906.
Chris Plummer, Business Manager

Zone Sport season one starts in Week 4 but nominations
need to be in by Monday 14 February. Sports on offer
for Season 1 are:

MONDAY

- 8/9 Boys Indoor Soccer

- 8/9 Girls Indoor Soccer

TUESDAY

8/9 Girls Volleyball 8/9 Boys Volleyball

Open Mixed Volleyball Open Girls Volleyball

8/9 Boys Super 8 Cricket

WEDNESDAY

Open Boys Super 8 Cricket | 8/9 Girls Tennis

Open Girls Tennis Open Boys Tennis

8/9 Girls Basketball Open Girls Basketball

THURSDAY

8/9 Boys Tennis 8 Boys Basketball

Open Boys Indoor Soccer Open Girls Indoor Soccer

The cost of $50 includes transport, umpires, coaches and
equipment. Nomination forms are available from
Student Services and need to be returned there with
payment before school or at recess by Monday 14
February (start of week 3).

Janet Bradley, Sports Coordinator

In line with the school's change in lunchtime from Week
4, Term 1 onwards, Wednesday's opening hours will be
12.45t0 1.30pm
Opening hours from week beginning Mon 21 Feb:

Monday & Friday 8.15-9.15am

Wednesday 12.45-1.30pm

Friday 3.00-3.45pm

Sue Vardas, Uniform Shop Manager

Included with this newsletter is a leaflet from the City of
Mitcham regarding safety around schools, road rules,
speed limits and parking. The Mitcham Council may fine
parents if they contravene the Council by-laws
explained in the pamphlet. In particular the Council has
directed that parents are not use the Recreation
Centre car park to drop off and pick up children coming
to and from school. In the interest of student safety the
staff car park is not to be used.

The school bus lane is also unsafe for cars when buses
are arriving and leaving, and while school is on. We ask
that parents do not drive through the school at all while
bringing children to and from school. Instead, please
drop them off on Shepherds Hill Road, west of Seymour
Street, or Northcote Road near the fire station, or at the
back of the school on Beaconsfield Road.

For evening parent meetings or events you are asked
to use the Staff car park and Busway (not the
Recreation Centre car park).




NEWSLETTER NO. 1 - 11 February 2011

With a planning day on Monday 17 and an early start on
Saturday 22 January 2011, Blackwood High School's two
World Challenge teams started preparations to feed
2000 people at a BBQ fundraiser at Willunga Hill for the
Tour Down Under.

Some of the team met at the school at 6am to load the
BBQ, signs and collect the meat, while others drove to
Willunga to beat the road blocks and start the set up of
our location.

We had a perfect position out the front of the Library,
right next to the road where the race would go past a
number of times. The only problem first thing in the
morning was the wind and how we were going to keep
the shade tent from blowing away.

After some smart rope tying and trailer anchoring. We
had a great stall for selling sausages, steak sandwiches,
drinks and killer pythons.

Approximately 20 students from the two teams gave up
their whole Saturday to raise money for our community
project in Borneo, which will occur later this year in
November. They showed dedication, enthusiasm,
teamwork, leadership and initiative to make sure the
event was successful.

Team members organised themselves with the roles
they would carry out for the day. Some cooked the BBQ,
others cut onions, some walked around the crowd with
eskys selling drinks, others handled the money and order
taking. Overall the group showed the skill they will need
to exhibit while we are away for 4 weeks, and sold
approximately 450 steak sandwiches and 1200 sausages.
The BBQ was extremely popular as the team was run off
its feet from 9.30am-2.30pm and we were able to raise
approximately $3000 after expenses.

| would also like to take this opportunity to thank the
parents who helped the teams throughout the day. Your
guidance and expertise were greatly appreciated by the
teams. Peta Maher, World Challenge Team Leader

Many of the VET courses offered across our region have

started this week, with others to commence shortly.

Families should have received a letter confirming places

during the holidays. If you are unsure of dates and times,

please call the school to check any details.

At this time there are a few key factors for students and

families to be aware of:

1. Once enrolled, a student has made a commitment to
complete and pay for the course. Providers will not
refund fees for students who choose to ‘drop-out’
midway through their training.

2. Like school, there is the expectation that students
arrive to their courses on time and in correct attire. If

absent for any reason, families must inform both the
training provider and the school as early as possible
that day.

3. Many students will miss at least one day of school per
week. It is essential that teachers are made aware of
this and an alternative is negotiated. Students
affected have been issued with a letter outlining their
responsibilities to be signed by both the teacher and
a parent or caregiver.

Completing a VET course can be a rewarding and career

defining experience. The keys to success are:

e Set Goals — for school, training and life that are
attainable (both short and long term)

e Be Organised — know when assignments are due and
start work on them early.

e Communicate — with teachers, trainers and your
parents. It will help us to help you!

e Ask for Help — before problems become too large.
This will help us to find a solution together.

Luke Northcote, VET Coordinator

In October last year, 600 students from SA and Victoria
attended the Adelaide Convention Centre for the Young
Leaders’ Conference. 2010 Year 8 & 9 student leaders;

-t

Nicky, Jess, Lali, Casey, Tosh, Daniel, Thomas, Maddy,
Erin accompanied by Mr Duguid went into the city for
the Young Leadership day, where we heard guest
speakers who told us their stories on the challenges that
they overcame through their life. The stories taught us a
valuable lesson on how we need to go through hard
roads and challenges to get success.
We also made a video called “10,000 Ideas” where all
students gave one idea and recorded it. A video was
presented of all the students’ ideas on the problems in
the world. We were very lucky and privileged to attend
this inspiring day.

By Jess Smythe & Tosh Glenn in Year 10

Belair Country Club on TUESDAY 22 FEBRUARY at
7pm. Come along and meet Brenton Ragless, Channel 9
weather presenter.

Rotary Club of Blackwood is holding an
open to the public dinner meeting at the
cost of $25. Bookings are essential by
phoning Jeff Hunter on 0433 149977 or
email jpchunterl6@bigpond.com.
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Performing Arts Staff: Maxine Moore
(music & drama), Katrina Constantopoulos
(dance & drama), Robyn Trebilcock
(drama & music) and welcome to Brigitte
Esvelt, (drama). We can be contacted on

MUSIC INSTRUMENTAL/VOCAL LESSONS

We currently finalising music lessons with our visiting music teachers.
Students who study at least one semester of the subject music in 2011 are
entitled to government-provided (free) lessons in the following

———————

instruments: 82780946 or 82780916

e Flute e C(larinet e Saxophone

e Trumpet e Trombone e Violin If your child is enrolled in Music this year
e Cello e V\oice e Classical Guitar and hasn’t yet finalised his/her lessons,

We also have private providers who visit the school, and can provide dieyy ShOUI.d o & s PRl Arts
Centre Office and see me. Or please ring

lessons (average price $26 per half hour lesson per week) for students | . 92780946 with any inquiries. We have
who have an interest in music but cannot fit it into their timetable this | vacancies in woodwind, brass & nylon

year. Places are limited. Those instruments are: string guitar. If you ring the Music office

e Electric Guitar e Bass Guitar e Piano g o covient |l be e i pass on
- - the relevant teacher’s contact details.

e \oice e Percussion/ Drums

ADELAIDE CABARET FESTIVAL

We have a very exciting opportunity for around 15 multi-talented performing arts students to be involved in
the Adelaide Cabaret Festival working with the wonderful David Campbell and culminating in a performance in
the Festival Centre as part of the festival. Preliminary meetings have begun, but any singing/ dancing/ music
playing young people who would like to audition should see Ms Katrina Constantopoulos or Ms Trebilcock
(Misty) as soon as possible.

ROCK, ROLL & RELIVE

We have lured the fabulous Tony Strutton, former Music teacher at BHS out of retirement to
lead the Stage Band for the celebrations on Sunday, 10" April. Students from all decades are
coming back to polish up their old skills on their instruments (it’s like riding a bike — it all comes
back to you!). Anyone who would like to be involved please ring the office or email me on
robyn.trebilcock@bhs.sa.edu.au for details.

SKOOL LIFE

..is the name of this year’s Whole School Musical Production, which will be on August 10 — 13 in the
Performing Arts Centre. I’'ve had lots of fun researching the slang, fashions, dance, music and teenage culture
of each of the decades from the 60s until now, and have written a show reliving a bit of the fun from each era
from the point of view of both teachers and students. Auditions will be in March for singers, dancers, actors,

backstage and tech people, so keep your eyes and ears open.

Anyone who has ‘authentic’ 60s, 70s, 80s or 90s fashion hiding in the back of their wardrobe
which is BRIGHT, FLASHY and perfect for a stage show, we’d be delighted for any donations to
our wardrobe department! This includes LYCRA, MINI SKIRTS, FLARES & PLATFORM SHOES!!
Robyn Trebilcock, Coordinator, Performing Arts

Blackwood High School will be hosting 15 students and their teacher from Morioka High School in Japan from
Saturday 26 February to Saturday 12 March. We hosted a group from Morioka in February last year and
they were delightful. CAN YOU HELP?
During their stay in Australia, the Japanese students will travel to and from school each day with their hosts. At
school they will have a full schedule of activities that will include English lessons, a chance to experience classes
such as Aussie Sports and Home Economics and some excursions. Host students will be invited to join the
Japanese students for some activities. On the weekend our visitors will welcome the opportunity to experience
our typical Australian lifestyle — a visit to relatives, a drive or short trip, watching their host play sport, a picnic
in the park, a game of cricket at the beach, shopping or any routine family activity. You will also be invited to
attend a farewell ceremony/dinner for the visiting group.
A payment of $420 will be paid to each host family to defray expenses for the two week visit.
Prospective host families will need to complete an application process to become an accredited DECS
homestay family. If you are interested in hosting a student, could you please contact me at school via email
karyn.jones@bhs.sa.edu.au or phone 8278 09007

Karyn Jones, Coordinator, International Student Programs and LOTE
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ACKWOOD HIGH SCHOOL - HIGH ACHIEVERS IN LANGUAGE STUDIES

gratulations to the following students who had their achievements in their language studies at the School

presented with their awards.
Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement

¢ Sarah Year 11 Japanese

¢ Le Diep Anh Year 11 Vietnamese
Award of Merit

¢ Bao Tram Year 11 Vietnamese

¢ Hanshu Yr 12 Chinese

Thinking about Foster Care? ANGLIC/:RE

Foster Carers can be single, couples, people at home, working full-time, part-time or studying. Free training and
ongoing professional support (including 24-hour assistance) is provided. Find out more at one of our upcoming
information sessions:

6.30-8.30pm Tuesday 1 March 2011
Community Connections, 702 Grand Boulevard, Seaford Meadows SA 5169
For more information or bookings call Linda on 8131 3456 or visit www.anglicare-sa.org.au/foster-care

Marion Celebrates Festival

Bring your family and friends to Council's biggest outdoor festival showcasing the talents and community spirit
of Marion to be held on Sunday 27 March 2011, 11am - 5pm at the Living Kaurna Cultural Centre, Warriparinga
Way, Bedford Park (off Sturt Rd next to Marion Caravan Park).

Activities include: 4,000 native plants to give away, face painting, animal nursery, children's story telling, free
camel rides, 50 arts, crafts and community information stalls. Main stage performances include African
drumming, Key Country, Bollywood, Flamenco and Indonesian dancers. Come along and help to design a native
garden display and create a beautiful arts installation with professional artists. Learn about Aboriginal culture
on a cultural tour. Plenty of food & refreshments available.
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Sugar & Spice
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Iinside His Head —
Understanding Teen
Boys

Based on the research and book by Celia Lashlie “He’ll Be Ok”

Wl’uat’s your teen giﬂ made of?

Centacare

Centacare

WHAT’S IN THE MIX FOR OUR TEEN GIRLS? What do boys think about...

EreEEereEEEEEtEEEErErREEEEEE@E@E@E®

Bookings essential, please contact Centacare on 8210 8200

or email your defails to: registrations@centacare.org.au

ject is jointly funded by Centacare Catholic Family and Department of FaH CSIA
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Bookings essential, please contact Centacare on 8210 8200
or email your details to: registrations@centacare.org.au

ot is jointly funded by Centacare Catholic Fami s
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